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This number of the Historical Magazine has 
been edited by William F. Goodwin, A. B.3 A. 
Ms Lis B., and Captain U.S. Ass of Concord, 
N. H. 


1—JOURNAL GF THE CONGRESS OF THE 
COLONY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE WHICH 
ASSEMBLED AT EXETER DECEMBER 21*, 
1775, AND ADOPTED, JANUARY THE 5th. 
1776, THE FIRST WRITTEN CONSTITU- 
TION IN THE UNITED STATES. 


Now First Printep.* 


‘ 
Colony of New Hampshire—In Congress at Exeter 
Dect 21st 1775. 

At a Generall Convention of the Delegates From 
the Several Towns, Parishes and Places in this 
Colony Convened at Exeter in Said Colony on the 
Twenty firet day of December A D 1775—Pursu- 
ant to Precepts Issued by the Late Congress. 

The Returned Members met, and after making 
outa List of their Names and the Places they 
Represent, Proceeded to make Choice of a Presi- 
dent—and the Votes being bro’t in, It appeared 
That the Honble Matthew Thornton Est was 
Chosen President of this Congress, by a great Ma- 
jority, who Took the Chair Accordingly. . 

Vorgp That Ebenezer Thompson Esqt be Secre- 
tary to this Congress, 

Vorzep That Noah Emery Esqt be Assistant 
Secretary to this Congress, 

Then adjourned to half after Eight o’Clock to- 
morrow mornin 


Fridey Dec £24 1775. Met necordimg to Ad-' 


journment, and 
The Petition of the Committee of Safety of the 
Towns of New Ipswich, Rindge, Fitz William & 


*I am confident that the peblication of this important Journal 
which escaped the attention of Mr. Force, and which has been 
neglected in the Archives of New Hampshire for nearly one 
hundred years, will meet the approbation of every distinguished 
Constitutional Lawyer in the United States. “ As the citizen of 
@ free State, and a member of the supreme power, by birth, 
however weak may be the influence of my single vote in public 
affairs, the right of giving that vote is sufficient to impose on 
me the duty of making those affairs my study,” and I am happy 
to announce to the intelligent readers of the Historica, MaGa- 
ix, that it is my intention to publish this Journal in book form, 
with such documents and notes as will illustrate it on every 
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point. 
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Jaffrey, (Praying to have Enoch Hale Esqr & Wil- 
liam Smiley admitted to Sit in this Congress) and 
also the return made on the Precept which Issued 
to the Towns of Rindge, Jaffrey, Peterborough 
Slip, Being read & Considered Voted that Neither 
of the Said Gentlemen shall have a Seat in this Con- 
gress, They being Chosen Contrary to the Direction 
in the Precept frem the Late Congress. 

Vorep To Choose a Committee of three Persons 
to Draw up a Solemn Obligation or Engagement 
to be Entered into by the Members of this Con- 
gress, and Lay the Same before the Congress for 
their Approbation, and That Benjamin Giles Esqt 
Ebenezer Thompson Esqr & Wyesman Clagett 
Esq be the Committee for that purpose. 

Whereas Sundry Persons have appeared in this 
Congress bringing Certificates of their Choice to 
represent Towns & Places in this Congress, Some 
of which are Certified by the Selectmen, Some by 
the Town Clerk and Some by the Moderator of the 
Meeting in their respective ‘owns & places, and 
no return being made ef the Precepts which Issued 
from the Late Congress, Directing Such Choice. 

Therefore voted That Such Persons, whose Cer- 
tificates Shew that they were Chosen to represent 
Towns or places to whom Precepts did Issue, Shali 
be allow’d a Seat in Congress During their pres- 
ent Session, after which Time they Shall produce 
the Precept—in Consequence of which Such 
Choice was made, with the Certificate of the Se- 
lectmen thereon, (of their being Chosen) or Shall 
not be any further Allowed a Seat in this Congress. 

Vorep That the Treasurer or receiver General 
be Directed to Lay his Treasury Accounts before 
this Congress forthwith for their Inspection & Ex- 
amination. 

Yorsp That the Committee Chosen to Examine 
& Audit the Accounts of the Late Treasurer Jaf- 
frey, be Directed to Lay the State of Said accounts 
{as far as they have Examined them) before this 
Congress as soon as may be. 

Vorzp That the Committee of Supplies, The 
Commissery, The Committee of Safety, The Quar- 
ter Master, the Barrack master and Engineer, be 
Directed to Lay their accounts before this Con- 


as Soon as may be for their Inspection and: 
Examination. 
Adjourn’d to three o'Clock afternoon. 
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Deo 224 P M—Met According to Adjourn 
ment. 

Read & heard Sundry Letters & resolves of the 
ContinentalCongress ‘The Petition of the Inhabi- 
tants of Alexandria &., against the Election of 
Mr Samuel Emerson as a member of this Con- 
gress, being read and Considered— 

Vorep That the Said Samuel Emerson was 
Duely Elected and that he Take his Seat in this 
house Accordingly. 

The Petition of a Number of the Inhabitants 
of Rye against the Election of Nathan Goss, being 
read, Voted that the Parties be heard thereon on 
Monday next P. M. 

The Petition of Sundry Inhabitants of Hanover 
&c., being read Voted that the Consideration 
thereof be put off till to-morrow. 

Upon the Motion of George Jaffrey Esqr Isaac 
Rindge Eeqr & Mr William Hart, praying to be 
Liberated from their respective Confinements, Voted 
by the Late Congress on the Sixteenth of Novr last, 
The motion being Considered 

Vorep That the Determination thereof be Sus- 
pended till To-morrow 

Upon the Motion of Enoeh Hale Esq, Voted 
that a new writ Issue to Towns of Rindge, Peter- 
borough Slip, and Jaffrey, to Send a Member to 
Sit in this Congress. 

Adjourn’d till to-morrow morning, 9 o’Clock. 

‘December 234, 1776-—Met according to Ad- 

urpment. 

Whereas Sundry Persons were, by the late Con- 

es, ordered to Confine Themselves to Certain 

laces within this Colony &. It is now Voted 
That the Said Persons viz Peter Gilman Esqr Na- 
thaniel Rogers Esqr Mr William Torry, George 
Jaffrey Esqr Isaac Rindge Esqr & Mr William 
Hart, have leave to to their Respective Busi- 
nesses for the Space of Fifteen days, unless they 
or any of them Should be Called for Sooner ; and 
then to make their appearance before this Con- 


Vorzep That Jonathan Lovewell, Jonathan Blan- 
chard & Noah Emery Esqrs be added to the Com- 
mittee Chosen to make a Dra’t of Some Solemn 
Obligation to be Enter’d into by the Members of 
this Congress. 

Votep That Capt Peirce Long, Samuel Cutts 
& Samuel Sherburne Eeq's be paid cut of the 
Treasury a Sum Sufficient to make up to them the 
‘Two thousand pounds Lawful money Voted them 
by the Late © to Lay out in Cargoes tor 
the Foreign West Indias to Procure Arms, Amu- 
nition &¢ for thie Colony 

Vorep ‘That Mr Commissary Cutts be paid vut 
of the Treasury One hundred and Fifty pounds 
Lawf! money towards paying off the Wedemee 
on the Batteries & Victualling the Troops; Said 
Sam to be by him Accounted for. 

Adjourn’d to 3 o'Clock afternoon. 


PM. Met according to Adjournment 

Vorep To Raise and keep in pay ‘I'wo hundred 
Mattrosses & Artillerymen, Officers 

Included, fot the Defence & Security of the 
Batternes & Fortifications at and Near Piscataqua 
Harbour—To be Enlisted by Capt Salter, Captn 
Daniel & Capt Turner and to keep in the Service 
for the Term of one year if not Discharg’d Sooner 
apd to be Commanded by Said Captains in the 
Same Proportion as they now Command,—Said 
Officers & Soldiers to be paid the Same Wages as 
heretofore—and that the Secretary make out En- 
listing orders Accordingly. 

Vorep That all the Officers and Soldiers (Ex- 
cepting the Two hundred Matrosees and Artillery 
men) Be forthwith Discharged from Duty at the 
Fortresses at and Near Piscataqua Harbour. 

Adjourn’d to Munday next 3,0’Clock afternoon. 

Munday Deer 25th.— Met aeeording to Adjourn- 
ment 

Upon the motion of Wyseman Clagett Esq? in 
behalf of Sam! Renkin praying that a 20 S Ster- 
ling bill of this Colony payable Decr 25th, 1765, 
may be redeemed & paid by order of this Congress ; 
Voted in the Negative. 

The Petition of Sundry Inhabitants of Rye, 
against the Eleetion of Nathan Goss, for a mem- 
ber of this Congress, being read & Considered— 

Vorep, That the prayer of said Petition be not 
Granted but that the said Petition be and bereby 
is Dismiss’d—and that the Said Nathan Goss Take 
hie Seat in this house Accordingly. 

Adjourned to 3 o’Clock afternoon 

Met according to Adjournment 

Votrrp That the Petition of John Wheelock, 
agent for the Towns of Hanover, Lebanon, Rel- 
han,* Canaan, Cardigant & Grafton, having been 
read, Debated & understood, Be and hereby is Dis- 
mist. 

Vorzep That Ebenezer Thompson, James Bet- 
ton, Jonathan Blanchard, Jonathan Lovewell John 
Dudley & Benjamin Giles Esqrs be a Committee to 
prepare a Plan of Rules for the order of this Con- 
gress, and lay it before this house to-morrow morn- 
i 


“aimed till to-morrow morning 9 o’@lock. 
Tuesday Dec 26,1775 Met according to ad- 

journment. 

The Petition of Barton Pollard (a Poor Prison- 


er) being read and considered 

Vorzep That the sum of Seven pounds & five 
Shillings be paid out of the Treasury of this Col- 
ony towards his Privon Charges, Provided he En- 
list himself as a Soldier in the Service of this 
Colony, and that if he Settles his orther Charges 
due to the Prison keeper; That he be Discharged 
from Prison, That he within Thirty days next 
Coming repair to the Corps into which he Shall 


*Eafield.. {Orange.—W. F. G- 
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Enlist, (at which time his wages Shall Commence) 
or that he be again Committed to Prison and that 
Two thirds of his Wages as 1t becomes due Shall 
be Stop’d to Reimburse the Sum paid by the Col- 
ony untill the whole is paid The fine laid on him 
by the Justices who Committed him being hereby, 
emitted. 

Vorzp That Capt Eliphalet Ladd have Leave to 
Sai) to any of the Foreign West Indias, at his own 
Charge & Risque, Under Such orders & restrictions 
as this Congress Shall See fit—and that Phillips 
White Esq John Hurd Esqr & Capt Ezekiel Wor- 
then members of this Congress, with Nicholas Gil- 
man Esqr & Capt John Emery be a Committee to 
Consult & Lay a plan of Such orders & restrictions 
as said Ladd Shall be under for that purpose and 
lay the Same before this Congress, as Svon as may 


be. 
Vorep That Benjamin, Giles-&-Jonathan Blan- 


chard Esqrs & Capt Hercules Mooney be a,Commit-. 


tee to Examine &. audit the ‘Treasurer’s accounts, 
and make report thereon to this Wongress as Sean 
as may be. - 

Vorep That the Time appointed by the Late 
Congress for paying in the Colony Tax this Year 
be Lengthened. out For three Months, and that the 
Several Constables & Collectors in this Colony 
Govern themselves Accordingly. 

Vorer That all the Noncommissioned Officers 
and Svuldiers belonging to this Colony who have 
Served as Such in the Continental Army the-Sum- 
mer Past, who. have or Shall Enlist in Said Service 
for the Year Coming Shall be Diseharged from 
paying a Poll Tax.for the Year past. 

Vorep That Capt George Turner with his Ar- 
tillery Company be Stationed at New Castle, with 
all the Field pieces under his Care to Guard & 
Defend That Island Against the Landing and 
Assaults of any Enemies ‘till further orders, 

Adjourned till ‘Tomorrow. Morning helf past 8 
o’eloek 

Wednesday: Dect 27%,—The Congress met Ac- 
cording to Adjournment. 

Whereas a Vote of this. Congress hath Excused 
all Non-Commissioned Officers & Soldiers who 
Served the Summer past in the Continental Army 
and Shall Enlist there for the Year Coming, from 
paying any Poll Tax It is Now Further Voted 
That on an Account Under oath being Exhibited 
to the Treasurer,.by the Seleetmen, of the Number 
of Such Soldiers belonging to their respective 
Towns, and the Amount of their Poll Tax to the 
Colony Tax,.The Treasurer Shall make a Deduction 
of the Same out of the Sum. Such Town was Pro- 

rtioned to pay into the Colony Treasury this 

ear. 


Vorsp That Sach of the Members of this Body, 
as think that Blanketts Can be procured 1m their 
respective Towns & places, be Desired to write to, 
(or otherwise as they find most Convenient) Inform 


the Selectmen or Committee of their respcctive 
Towns & places: That a Number of Blanketts are 
Greatly wanting for the use of the Continental 
Army ; and that it is requested of them within 
Ten days at Least from this time, to Send to this 
Congress or to the Commitiee at Exeter, what 
Number of Good Blanketts they can buy in their 
respective Towns & places, with the Prices thereof 
Assuring them that on the Delivery theroof the 
money will be paid. ; 

Vorep Resolved That Samuel Hobart, Timothy 
Walker & Jonathan Blanchard Esqrs be a Commit- 
tee to Proceed Down to the Army, and there Ex- 
amine the Several Pay rolls of the Captains in the 
Regiments Commanded by the Colonels Stark Poor, 
& Reid, and See that they are made out in tho 
Same manner as Pay rolls are allow’d & prid by 
the Colony of the Massts Bay, & Sworn to by. the. 
Captain of Each respective Company (or in their 
absence by the next Officer in Command) and after 
Such Examination as they Shall be Satisfied of the 
Propriety thereof, That they attest Each Roll, as 
allowed by them, That the Paymastera. may pro- 
ceed in paying them off, 


Orders To Samuel Habari. and Timothg Walker 
Esqrs Paymasters of the New Hampshire Troops 


You are hereby Directed, when the Several Pay 
rolls-of the Companys in the Regiments Comman» 
ded by the Colunells Stark, Poor, & Reid, ‘are 
Passed by the Committee To Proceed to the pay- 
ment of Each Individual or his order, made up 
and allowed in Such Roll, Taking their reeeipts 
therefor, making Deductions where any Person 
Las received from the Colony, or by their Order, 
any part thereof, whether as Wages or Billeting ; 
or a Stoppage where the whole has been received ; 
also allowance for the uso of Guns according to 
the Votes of this Con , and where it appears 
that any Officer for his Soldiers, or any Soldiers 
have received any overpluss allowance for Blan- 
ketts or otherwise, from this Colony, or by their 
order, That you now Stop the Same; and make 
return of all Such Rolls to this Congress 

Vorgp That the Secretary be Directed to write 
to Mr Moses Parsons & Direet him to attend this 
Congress, & account for the Money he reed to pur- 
chase Guns. 

Upon the motion of Capt Supply Clapp for 
ene’ to Exchange Continental B ie: or Silver and 
Gold now in our Treasury— Voted that he have 
Leave to Exchange Five hundred pounds at the 


ry. 
Vorsp That Samuel Cutts, Ebenezer Thompson 
& Ichabod Rollins Eaqrs be a committee to Examine 


into the Stoppages to be made in the Muster rolls 
of the Soldiers in the pay of this Colony, and 
make an Account thereof and Lay it before this 
Congress as soon as may be. 

Vorgp That the Mattrosses & Artillery men in 
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the Service of this Colony, be paid off their wages 
up to the last day of December Instant, by the 
Treasurer of this Colony, Upon the proper Rolls 
being made up with the proper Stoppages therein 
& returned on oath to this house & allowed. 
Vorep That Phillips White Eeqr Capt Josiah 
Moulton & Cole David ¢ Gilman be a Committee to 
Examine & pass the Muster Roll of Capt John 
Calfe. 
Adjourn’d to half _ 2, o’clock afternoon. 
Met according to adjournment 
Vorzp That Wyseman Clagett & Thomas Tash 
Esqrsbe a Committee to Clear out for Jonathan 
Colcord a Number of Cattle & Sheep to Paesama- 
uaddy (as pr his Petition on file) and to take 
Security from him for their Safe landing there 
Vorep That Collo Timothy Walker receive out 
of the Treasury Nineteen hundred Pounds to pay 
off the Troops at Head Quarters in the Service of 


this Colony, up to the first of August Last*past. * 7 


Yurep That this Congress will take up Govern- 
ment for this Colony in Such Mode & Form as this 
Congress Shall hereafter think fitt 

VotEp ‘That a Committee be Chosen to draw 
up a Plan for the Government of this Colony 
During the Present Contest with Great Britain 
and that Said Committee Consist of Fifteen Per- 
sons—and That the Honble Matthew Thornton & 
Meshech Weare Esqrs Mr Secy Thompson, Wyse- 
man Clagett, Benjamin Giles, Phillips White, John 
Hurd, Israel Morey, Samuel Sherburne, Clement 
March John Dudley, James Betton, Noah Emery, 
Jonathan Blanchard and Jonathan Lovewell Esqrs 
be the Committee for that Pur 

Adjourn’d to tomorrow morning } past 8, o’clock. 


Thursday Dec’ 28th.—Metaccordrng to Adjourn- 
ment. 

Vorep That Capt John Calfe’s Mausterroll 
amounting to forty nine pounds & eleven pence, be 
allow’d and paid off by William Parker Esar 

Vorzp That John Hurd, Wyseman Clagett & 
John Giddings Esqrs Capt John Emery and M* 
Joseph Gilman be a Committee to Examine & Set- 
tle all the accounts of those Persons who have had 


monies out of the Colony Treasury for Publick use, | ¥, 


and all other accounts against the Colony, and to 
make report theroof to the Congress of Generall 
Assembly as Soon as may be. 

Vorzp That Samuel Cutts Esqr have an order 
on the Treasury for one hundred Pounds to be by 
him accounted for. 

Upon the Question being Put whether this Con- 
gress, will at any Time Take up Civil Government 
to Continue During the Present Contest with 
Great Britain, and Resolve themselves into a hous 
of Representatives and then Choose a Councill to 
Continue one Year from the ‘Twenty first day of 
December Current, It was Voted in the Affirmatise 

Adjourn’d to 3, o’clock afternoon 
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Decr 28th 3, o'clock afternoon Met according to 

Adjournment 

oreD To Choose a Committee ot this Con- 
gress to Frame and bring in a Dra’t or Plan of a 
New Constitution for the rule & Government of 
this Colony, and that the Hon>le Matthew Thorn- 
ton, Meshech Weare, Ebenezer Thompson, Wyse- 
man Clagett, & Benjamen Giles Regobe the Com- 
mittee for that Purpose, and that they Enter upon 
that Business Immediately. 

Vorzp To Choose a Committee of Six Persons, 
to Join the former Committee to make a Dra’t of 
an Oath or Obligation to be Enter’d into by the 
Members of this Contonans that Cole Hurd, Capt 
Prentice, Maj *Tash, Collo Walker, Colo Morey & 
Mr Blanchard be of the Said Committee. 

Adjourn’d till tomorrow morning 9, 0’Clock. 

Friday Decemr 29tk—Met according to Ad- 
journment. 

*Worrp That the Consideration of the Matter of 
an Oath or Obligation on the Members of this Con- 
gress be put off toa Future day, and that Colo 
Walker and Mr Blanchard be a Committee to 
make Enquiry at the Gen! Court at Waterton of 
the manner of their Qualification. as a General 
Court, and of the Mode of Qualification of their 
Civil Officers; and Transmitt Attested Copies 
thereof to this house as Soon as may be. 

Vorrep That Mr Blanchard be Excus’d from at- 
tending Colo Walker as a Committee to pay off 
the Soldiers at Head Quarters & to Inquire of the 
Gen! Court at Waterton Concerning their mode 
of Qualification of their Court & of the Civil 
officers in that Colony—and that Cole Israel Morey 
be of Said Committee in the room & stead of Mr 
Blanchard. 

Vorep Not to Augment the wages of the Ma- 
trosses and Artillery men at and about Piscataqua 
Harbor 

Votep That Phillips White, David Gilman 
Esqr & Capt Josiah Moulton be a Committee to 
Examine all Muster rolls that are or Shall be 
brought to this house for allowance & payment ; 
& to report thereon to this House. 

Vorrp That Pelham be annexed to Londonder- 
Regiment ; Under the Command of the Honble 
Cole ‘Thornton. 

Adjourn’d ’till tomorrow morning 9, o’clock. 

Saterday Dect 30th.—Met Accordining to Ad- 
jounnment 

Vorep That John Hurd, John Giddings, 
Wyseman Clagett Esqr Capt John Emery & Mr 
Joseph Gilman the Committee appointed by this 
Congress to Audit the Accounts of All Persons 
who have accounts open with This Colony, Be also 
Impowered to Examine into the Pa Occasion 
& Directions which Such Persons bad when they 
received the Publick Monies—and that they make 
remarks of any Charge against the Culony in any 
Accounts Laid befure them, not Supported or Au- 
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thorized by Vote of Congress or of Assembly, & 
report the Same. 

orep That the Pa 
amounting to Twenty Six 
& Eight pence half penny 
Parker Ksqr Paymaster 
off the Same. 

Vorep That the additional pay roll of Benja- 
min Butler Amounting to Hight Shillings be al- 
lowed & paid by William Parker Esqr 

Vorep That Capt Joseph Wait, Capt Ezekiel 
Worthen & Major John Bellows be a Committee 
Forthwith to repair to New Castle, and Examine 
& make report to this house What men & Cannon 
will be Neeessary to be Stationed there, and in 
what manner. 

A Motion being made in behalf of Josiah Wal- 
ton, a Soldier in Colo Reid’s Regiment, who was 
wounded in the Battle at Bunker’s Hill on the 17th 
of June last—That Doctor William Stimson’s Ac- 
count for attendance & Dressings, amounting to 
Eleven pounds & Eight pence, and also the Ac- 
count of Josiah Walton, father of the Said Solder 
for Board, Nursing &c—amounting to three pounds 
& Twelve Shillings, may be paid by this Colony— 
Voted that it appears to this Congress that the 
Said Account of Said D.ctor Stimson is over 
Charged and that a Deduction ought to be made 
thereov. Therefore the receiver Gen! of this Col- 
ony is Directed to pay the Said Josiah Walton 
Junt the Sam of Six pounds Sixteen Shillings, & 
eight pence in full for Said Dr Stimson’s Account, 
and the full of Said Josiah Walton’s Account for 
board Nursing &c, amounting to three pounds 
Twelve Shillings, The whole being Ten pounds 
Eight Shillings & Eight pence Lawf! money. 

Voren That John Giddings & Joseph Badger 
Esq's be Added to the Committee for Forming a 
Plan for the Government of this Colony 

Vorep That Capt Ezekiel Worthen be paid out 
of the Treasury Ten pounds, to be by him account- 
ed for. 

Vorep That this Congress be adjourn’d to 
Tuesday the Second day of January next at three 
of the Clock in the after noon to meet at the Town 
house in Exeter, and is Adjourn’d Accordingly. 

Tuesday January 241776. Met According to 
adjournment. 

Vorep That the Consideration of the matters 
Concerning Capt Turner & his Company of Artil- 
lery (being now reported by the Committee Sent to 
New Castle) be put off till Tomorrow, or untill 
the Members from Portsmouth are Present in Cen- 


roll of Joseph Chandler 
unds Twelve Shillings 
allow’d and William 
nereby Directed to pay 


Tess, 

Vorep That Robert Holms a Soldier in Capt 
George Jerry Osborn’s *Company (who was by 
accident Left of the Roll) be paid out of Treasury 
Eighteen Shillings & Six pence in full for his wages 
which ought to have been Entr’d upon Said Rol'. 

Vorep That Capt Salter & Capto Daniel of the 


HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


149 


Matrosses and Capt Turner of the Artillery be 
Sent for to Appear before this ( ongress Tomorrow 
to Answer for their past Conduct in their Several 
Departments. 

Vorep To Choose a Committee of Ways & 
Means, to Lay a Plan Sinking the Colony Debt, & 
to make report to this Congress, and that Samuel 
Sherburne Esqr,Benjamin Giles Esqr Majr John 
Bellows, Jonathan Lovewell Esqr & Capt Nathan- 
iel Sartel Prentice be the Committee for that Pur- 


Prins till tomorrow 9, o’Clock, 

Wednesday Jany 3¢ 1776. Met According to 
Adjournment. 

Upon reading & Considering the Petition of 
Capt William Pearne, praying for Leave to senda 
Vessell to Maryland for the Purpose of Importing 
Corn into this Colony. Voted that the Said Wil- 
liam Pearne have Liberty to Senda Vessell on 
Said Voyage, Provided he Give Bonds to the Com- 
mittee of Safety of the Town of Portsmouth with 
Sureties in a Sufficient Sum That the master of Said 
Vessell Shall Proceed on Said Voyage according to 
the Declaration of Said Petition and by no means 
Break or Intrude any resolve or Declaration of 
the Continental Congress 

Vorep That Benjamin Giles Esq, Major John 
Bellows, Capt Nath! Sartel Prentice, Mr Thomas 
Sparhawk & Mr Elijah Grout be a Committee to 
Examin & Try Capt Benjamin Sumner, Samuel 
Cole Esqr the Revd Mr Ranna Cossit and Eleazer 
Sanger Persons Reputed to be Enimies To the Lib- 
erties of this Country, & on Conviction thereof to 
Inflict Such Penalties or Punishments as thev Shall 
See fit, not Exceeding Fine or Imprisonment— 
Saving an Appeal to this house or General Court 

Adj’4 to 3, o’Clock afternoon, and then met. 

Vorep That Ebenezer Thompson & Benjamin 
Giles Esqrs be a Committee to Drat a Letter to the 
Massachusetts Gen! Court, to be Sign’d by the 
President, Signifying the minds of this house Con- 
cerning the Inhabitants of Long Island in Penob- 
scott Bay their Furnishing our Enemies with Fuel, 
Potatoes &c—and that Said Letter be Sent by Mr 
John Tufft. 

Vorep That Major Welch be paid out of the 
Treasury I'wo pounds Nineteen Shillings & Six 
pence in full for his supporting Troop in Marching 
to Portsmouth. 

Vorep That Capt Caleb Hodgdon be paid out 
of the Treasury Twenty Seven pounds, Eight Shil- 
lings in full for his Account For Blanketts &c. 

Vorep That Peter Gilman, George Jaffrey 
Nathaniel Rogers & Isaac Rindge Esq Capt Wil- 
liam Torry and Mr William Hart be Laberated 
from their Confinement till Further orders, 

Adjourned till Tomorrow morning 9 o’C lock. 

Thursday Janry 4th 1776. Met according to 
Adjournment 

Vorev That Doctr Nathan Cutler's account 
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Amounting to three pounds Six Shillings and five 
pence be allowed & paid out of the Treasury. 
Vorep That the account of Amos Gage & Philip 
Richardson Selectmen of Pelham, amounting to 
Seven pounds Seven Shillings & Six pence for 
Blanketts be Allow’d & paid out of the Treasur 
Vorep That Col Weare, Col Hurd aud Mr 
Cutts be a Committee to Dra’t a Letter to Gen! 
en: another to Gen! Sullivan & another 
to Colo Hobart Concerning Cole Starke’s behaviour 


to Colo Hobart—& lay them before this house. 
Vorep That Capt Long Capt Wait & Ichibod 
Rawlins Esqt be a Committee to Lay 
orders & Restrictions to be Laid on Ca 
Ladd before he Sail to the Foreign 
snes 


a plan for 
Eliphalett 
est India’s 
to a Vote of the 26th December last, and 
Lay Such plan before this Congress. 

‘eis That the Late Trensurer Jaffrey Pay what 
Colony monies he now has in his hands to Nicholas 
Gilman Esqr the Present Treasurer & take hig 
rect therefore. 

Upon reading the Petition & Complaint of 
Stephen Bartlett & others, agents for Newtown, 
against Joseph Bartlett Esqr Voted that the Pe- 
titioners Notify the Said Joseph Bartlett Esqr to 
Appsar before this house to-morrow at three of 
the Clock afternoon. 

Vorep That the Matrasses & Artillery men in 
the pay of this Colony be paid the Same wages in 
this Colony, as at Head Quarters. 

Vorgn ‘That Phillips) White Esqr Col! David 
Gilman & Capt Josiah Moulton be 2 Committee 
to Settle the Rank of Capt Salter Capt Daniel & 
Capt Turner, and report thereon to this house. 

Yorep That the Several Colonels of the Several 
Regiments of Militia & of Minute men be & here- 
by are Directed to Settle their respective Regi- 
ments Forthwith and make return of their respec- 
tive Officers to this house or to the Council on or 
before the tirst Wednesday in Febry next if this 
house or Council be then Sitting, and if not, Then 
on the Second day of their Sitting after that time 
—and that a Copy of this Vote be Sent to Each of 
the Said Colonels, in order that the Minute men 
be forthwith Enlisted. 

Adjourn‘d till to-morrow morning 9 o’Clock. 


Friday Janry 5th 1776. Met according to Ad 
journment. 

Vorep That Capt Titus Salter & Capt Eliphalet 
Daniel be appointed to go over to the Isles of 
Shoals and Inform all the Inhabitants there that 
it is the opinion of this Congress That the Situa- 
tion of Said Islands are Such that the Inhabitants 
are Expos’d to our Enemies in the Present unhap- 
py Controversies, and may be obliged (by their 
Weak Defenceless Circumstances & Inability to 
Defend themselves) to assist our Enemies—and 
that for said reason it is absolutely Necessary that 
they should Immediately remove with their Ef- 
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fects to the main Land to Such yee or places as 
they Shall choose, & to tatry During the Pres- 
ent Dispute—and provided they Neglect to comply 
herewith for the Term of Ten days after this No- 
tite, That they be Informed that they must be 
bro’t off by Authority. 

Vorep That the Account of Losses, and Charges 
of the Funeral of Major Andrew M’Clary, Amount- 
ing to Ten pounds Eight Shillings be Allow’d & 
paid out of the Treasury 

Vorgep That this Con Take up Civil Gov- 
ernment for this Colony in Manner and Form Fol- 
lowing Vizt- 

We the Members of the Congress of New Hamp- 
shire, Chosen & Appointed by the Free Suffrages 
of the People of Said Colony, and Authorized and 
Impowered by thew, to meet together, and use 
Such Means, and Pursue Such measures, as we 
Should Judge best, for the Public Good ; and in 
Particular to Establish Some Form of Government, 
Provided that Measure Should be recommended by 
the Continental Congress: And a Recommenda- 
tion to that Purpose having been Trinsmitted to 
us, from the Said Congress: Have ‘Taken into 
our Serious Consideration the Unhappy Circum- 
stances, into which this Colony is Involved by 
means of many Grievous & Oppressive Acts of the 
British Parliament, Depriving us of our Natural 
& Constitutional Rights and Priviledges; to En- 
force Obedience to which Acts, a Powerful Flect 
and Army have been Sent into this Country, by 
the Ministry of Great Britain, who have Exercised 
a Wanton & Cruel abuse of their Power, in De- 
stroying the Lives & Properties of the Colonists, 
in many places with Fire and Sword, Taking the 
Ships & Lading from many of the Honest and In- 
dustrious Inhabitants of this Colony, Employ'd in 
Commerce, Agreeable to the Laws & Customs, a 
long time used here, 

The Sudden & Abrupt Departure of his Excel- 
lency John Wentworth or oa late Governor, 
and Several of the Council, Leaving us Destitute 
of Legislation, and no Executive Courts being 
open to Punish Criminal Offenders, Whereby the 
lives and Properties of the honest People of this 
Colony, are liable to the Machinations & Evil De- 
signs of wicked men— 

Therefore for the Preservation of peace and 
Good order, and for the Security of the Lives and 
Properties of the Inhabitants of this Colony, We 
Conceive ourselves Reduced to the Necessity of 
Establishing A Form of Government, to Con- 
tinue During the Present Unhappy & unnatural 
Contest with Great Britain; Protesting and De- 
claring that we Never Sought to throw off our De- 

ndence upon Great Britain, but felt ourselves 

Jappy under her Protection while we Covld En- 
joy our Constitutional Rights and Priviledges— 
And that We Shall rejoice if Such a Reconsiliation 
between us and our Parent State can be Effected, 
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as Shall be Approved by the Continental Congress 
in whose Prudence and Wisdom we Confide. 

Accordingly, Pursuant to the Trust reposed in 
ns, We Do Kesolve That This Congress, Assume 
the Name, Power and Authority of a House of 
Representatives or Assembly for the Colony of 
New Hampsnire, and that Said House then Pro- 
ceed to Choose Twelve Persons being Reputable 
Frecholders and Inhabitants within this Colony, 
ia the following manner Viat—Five in the Count 
ef Rockingham, Two in the County of Straf- 
ford, Two in the County of Hillsborough, Two 
in the County of Cheshire, and Ope in the 
County of Grafton, to be a Distinct and Separ- 
ate Branch of the Legislature, By the Name 
of A Council for this Colony, to Continue as 
Such untill the Third Wednesday in Decem- 
ber next; any Seven of whom, to be a Quorum 
te de business. 

That Such Council appoint their President, and 
in his absence that the Senior Councillor Preside. 
That a pense appointed by both Branches, 
who may be a Councellor or otherwise as they 
Shall Choose. 

That no Act or Resolve Shall be Valid, & put 
into Execution, unless agreed to and Passed by 
both branches of the Legistature 

That ali Public officers for the Said Colony, and 
Each County, for the Current Year, be appointed 
by the Councill & Assembly, Except the Geel 


Clerks of the Executive Courts, who shall be Ap- 
inted by the Justices of the Respective Courts. 
That all bills Resolves or Votes for raising, 

levying and Collecting money Originate in the 

House of Representatives. 


That at any Session of the Councill and Assem- 
bly, Neitber branch Shall Adjourn for any longer 
time than from Saturday till the next Munday, 
without Consent of the other. 

And it ia farther Resolved, That if the Present 
unhappy Dispute with Great Britain, Should Con- 
tinue Longer than this Present Year, and the 
Continental Congrees Give no Instructions, or Di- 
rections to the Contrary, The Councill be Chosen 
by the People of Each tive County in Such 
manner as the Council & house of Representatives 
Shall order. 

That General & Field Officers of the Militia on 
any Vacancy be Appointed by the Two houses and 
all Inferiour Officers be Chosen by the respective 
Companys. 

That all Officers of the Army be Appointed by 
the Two houses, Except they Should direct other- 
wise in Case of any Emergency. 

That All Civil Officers for the Colony & for 
Each County be appointed, & the time of their 
Continuance in Office be Determined by the Two 
houses, Except Clerks of Courts and County 
Treasurers and Recorders of Deeds. 

That a Treasurer, and a recorder of Deeds for 
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Each County be annually Chosen by the People 
of cach County respectively ; the Votes for Such 
Officers to be returned to the respective Courts of 
General Sessions of the peace in the County, there 
to be Ascertained as the Councill & Assembly 
Shall hereafter Direct. 

That Precepts in the Name of the Council & 
Assembly, Sign'd by the President of the Council, 
& Speaker of the house of Representatives, Shall 
Isgae Annually at or before the first day of No- 
vember, for the Choice of a Council and House of 
Representatives to be returned by the third Wed- 
nesday in December then next Tassie in Such 
manner as the Council & Assembly Shall hereafter 
Prescribe. 

Upon Reading the Petition of the Agents for 
the Town of Newtown against Joseph Bartlett 
Esqt being Present before the House — Ordered 
that the partics be heard thereon before this house 
onthe 18 day of Janty Current if the Assembly 
be then Sitting, and if not, then on the Second 
day of their Sitting after that time. 

orep That the Honble Matthew Thornton 

t be Speaker of this House. 

orep That Ebenezer Thompson Ezqr be Clerk 
of this House. 

Voreo That Noah Emery Eeqr be Assistant 
Clerk of this House, 

Adjourn’d till tomorrow morning 9 o’Clock 

Saturday January 6th 1776. Met according to 
Adjournment 

Vorep That the Last book of Records of the 
Court of Probate be returned to William Parker 
Esq’ in order for him to Compleat the Records. 

Tesun That the Several Musterrolls of Capt 
Salter & Capt Daniel be paid agreeable to the re- 
turn of the Committee for Examining Muster 
rolls, Stopping out Such Stoppages as are men- 
tioned in their report thereon. 

Vorep That the Matrasses under Command of 
Capt Salter and Cap Daniel be paid off monthly 
for the Future. 

Vorep That the Account of the Selectmen of 
Northampton Amounting to Seventeen pounds 
nineteen Shillings (for blanketts) be allow’d & 
paid out of the Treasury. 

Votzep That the Treasurer & Deacon Samuel 
Brooks be a Committee to receive & pay off, for, all 
the Blanketts that may be Collected in this Colo- 
ny for the Continental Army and make report 
thereof to this House. 

Then the Elouse Proceeded to Choose Twelve 
Councellors for this Colony—and 

Vorrep That the Hone Mesheck Weare Esqr 
be first Councellor for this Colony—and Matthew 
Thoraton Esq (Second), William Whipple Eagr 
(Third), Josiah Bartlett Esqr (fourth) and Na- 
thaniel Folsom Esqr (fifth) Councellors for Rock- 
ingham County— Thomas Westbrook Waldron 
Esqr (Sixth) & Ebenezer'Thompson Esqr (Seventh) 
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for the County of Strafford, Wyseman Clagett 
Esqr (Eighth) and Jonathan Blanehard EeqrJ 
(ninth) for the County of Hillsborough—Samuel 
Ashley Esqr (Tenth) and Benjamin Giles 


r 
(Eleventh) for the County of Cheshire, and ohn 
Hard Esqr (Twelfth) for the County of Grafton, 
for the Current Year. 
Vorep That Ebenezer Thompson Esqr be Secre- 
tary for this Colony for the Current Year. 


Then the Honvie the Council & Secretary left 
the House 


[In the Journal of the House of Representatives into which 
the Convention thus resolved itself, we find the following two 
Protests against its action, under date of January twelfth, 1776. 
—W. F. G.} 


Capt Long & M' Sherburne brot in the Following Dissent & 
Protest which was read and is as follows, Vizt. We the Subscri- 
bers chosen by the People of Several Towns in the Colony of 
New Mampshire to represent them in the Congress of Said Colony 


Held at Exeter on the 21*tday of December 1775, Beg Leave to | 


Enter our Dessent to and Protest against the Present Plan of 
Taking up Government, For the following Reasons—First That 
the Vote of the Continental Congress Countenancing the Same 
was obtained by the Unwearied Importunity (both within Door 
& Without) of our Delegates there, as appears by their Letter. 
Second, That the Said Vote does not appear to have been Unani- 
mops, but we have reason to think very otherwise. Third, Be- 
cause the Colonies of New York & Virginia which are in Similar 
Circumstances with us, are much Larger & more Oppulent, 
and we presume mu h Wiser (to whom we would pay all Due 
Deference) have not attempted anything of the Kind, nor as we 
Can Izarn Ever Desired it. Fourth, Because we have no ground 
on which to pretend to make a Councill, as our Neighbours of the 
Massachusetts, who Act by Charter Never Vacated on any Legal 
Trial. Fifth, Because itappears assumiug for So Small & Incon- 
siderable a Colony to take up the Lead in @ Matter of So great 
Importance. Sixth, Because our Constituants never Expected 
us to make a New Form of Government, But only to Set the Ju- 
dicial & Executive Wheels in Motion. Seventh, Because the 
Congress, as Such, Could have done what was Necessary, and 
their Power Could not be Enlarged by any Act of their own. 
Eighth, Because the Expence of the Colony is greatly Augment- 
ed thereby. Ninth, Because it appears to us too much like Set- 
ting up an Independency on the Mother Country. 

Jan} 10% 1776. (signed) North Hill, Levi Dearborn, Newing- 
ton Richard Downing, Portsmouth Sam! Sherburne, Dover Stephen 
Evans, Portsm® Peirce Long—Rye Nathan Goss. Dover, Otis 
Baker, Kensington Ezekiel Worthen, Stratham Benjamin Barker, 
Rochester James Knowles, Sandwich & Moultonborough—Daniel 
a Lee Hercules Mooney. Entered according to the Original 
on file. 


Attest Noah Emery Cler* D Rep* . 


The Memorial & Remonstrance of the Freeholders & Inhabi- 
tants of the Town of Portsmouth, being bro’t into the house was 
read, and 18 as follows. Colony of New Hampshire, Portsmouth 
Jan 10%, 1776. To the Hon™* Congress now Sitting at Exeter 
jn and for Said Colony. The Memorial and Remonstrance of the 
Freeholders & other Inhabitants of the town of Portsmouth in 
Legal Town meeting Convened—Humbly Shews—That Your 
Memorialists are Greatly alarmed by the Information of their 
Delegates. That they together with the other Delegates of the 
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Whereupon the House Voted that Clement 
March Esqr be Chairman of this House P. T. 

Vorev That Samuel Cutts Esqr have an order 
on the Treasury for three hundred pounds tu be 
by him Accounted for. 


Adjourn’d till Munday next 3 o'@lock after- 
noon.* 


*Tnus abruptly ends this Journal. The Congress resolved it- 
self, on the fifth of January, 1776, intoa House of Representa- 
tives, the Journal of which may be found in Force’s Archives, 
Volume fifth, Fouvth Series. W. F. G. 


Several Towns in Said Colony were about to Dissolve their exist- 
ence as a Congress & Assume that of a House of Representatives, 
and to proceed to an Election of Twelve Councellors, who are to 
act as another Branch of Legislation for the future Government 
of this Colony, Which Measure your Memorialists with all De- 
cency Tenderness & respect beg Leave to Remonstvate against 
for the Following Weighty reasons. First as we are of opinion 
that the Inhabitants of the Colony, do not generally approve of 
this Measure, We would therefore have wished to have had the 
minds of the People fully Taken on Such a Momentous Concern - 
ment, and to have known the Plan, before it was adopted & 
Carried into Execution which is 7’Aeir Inherent right. Second!y 
we humbly Conceive that Such a measure is an open Declaration 
of Independoency, which we Can by no means Countenance untill 
we Shall know the Sentiments of the British Nation in General. 
We have hitherto Viewed the Controversy as with the Ministry & 
Parliament only, and our Enemies are Stiled the Ministerial 
Army & Navy, and we have Considered them as Acting Contrary 
to the Voice of the Nation. We have Just received Certain ad- 
vices That our Friends in Great Britain are at this very Time Ex- 
erting themselves & Uniting in their Petitions for a redress of 
our Grievances, and in all Probability will make a Powerful Di- 
version in our Favour, and will Finally Prevail if it is once fully 
ceive we are Setting up New Forms of Government, they will be 
believed that we are not Aiming at Indepency, but when they Per- 
Exasperated against us and loosing Sight of their former Friend- 
ship & affection will be filled with resentment & Charge us with 
Duplicity. Thirdly, We have the Highest Opinion of the upright 
Disposition of the Congress, and that what they have done is 
Intended for the General Good, but at the Same time we must beg 
leave to Suggest our apprehensions that this Measure will have a 
Tendency to Disunite us, which is a most alarming Consideration 
as being a Circumstance which we are well Informed our Ene- 
mies Greatly Expect & would be rejoiced to hear of We would be 
Cautious of Prolixity in addressing your Honours, but must begg 
leave to repeat that the Ministry Among other Deceptions have 
asserted that the Rebellious War (as they Term it) “ now Levied 
is become more General and is manifestly Carried on for the 
Purpose of Establishing an Independency” 

This our friends in Great Britain Utterly Deny. While we are 
Governed by a Congress they have a right Soto do, because Ne- 
cessity Compells us to the measure, but they will Certainly make 
a very wide Distinction between Necessity and what will be Called 
Usurpation The Consequences of which Deserve Due Weight. 
We therefore Humbly pray that the Assumption of Government 
may at Least be Suspended for the Present & that Some regula 
tion may be adopted for ttfe Preservation of Property Under 
Such Restrictions as the Congress in their wisdom Shall ever 
Pray. Portsmouth Jany 10%, 1776. 


A True Copy Attest John Penhallow Town Clerk. 
Entered according to the original Presented to the House. 
Attest N. Emery Clt D Rept, 
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A Roll * of the Members Returned to Sett in Provincial Congress Begun and Held at Exeter in and 
for the Colony of New Hampshire on the Twenty-first day of December Anno Domini 1775. 


TOWNS @ PLACES BENDING MEMBERS. 


Londonderry, 2........ccccesserseres 


New Castle, 1 

SE AES ensastiasesceocssacnseceesabeses 
ttKingstonand East Kingston 1 
Sandown and Hawke 1 
Greenland, 1 

Newington, 1 

CIEL, Es. is cosenatananesechoans sees 
Newmarket, 1 

{Southampton and Newton 1... 
Kensington 1 

t Plastow and Atkinson 1 
Hamstead 1 


{Raymond and Poplin, 1........ 
Brintwood 1 

{Hampton Fallsand Seabrook, 1. 
Nottingham 1 

} Deerfield and Northwood, 1.... 
{Canterbury and Loudon, 1..... 


Chichester, { Epsom and Allens- 


town, 1 
Pembroke, 1 
Wyndham, 1 
Bow and { Dunbarton 1 
Concord, 1 


Summersworth 1 
Barrington 1 
{Gilmanton and Barnstead 1 


tSanbornton and Meredith 1... 


Rochester, 1 


NAMES OF MEN RETURNED TO SERVE. 


(Sam" Cutts Esqr- 


< Sam’! Sherburne .............+++. 


(Pierce Long, 
Capt Josiah Moulton, 
Dr Levi Dearborn, 
{John Giddings Esqr- 
(Noah Emery, 
(Honble Matt¥® Thornton Esq'- 
(John Bell, 


Nathan Goss, 
Sam! Philbrick, 


Clemt March Esq'- 

Richard Downing Esq'- 

Benj* Barker, 

Thomas Tash Esq'- 

Phillips White Esqr- 

Capt. Ezek Worthen, 

Sam Kimball, 

John Calfe, 

Caleb Dustin, 

James Gibson, 
(Stephon Moss,..........cceeeseeres 
(Capt Robert Wilson, 


- John Dudley Esqr- 
Sam Dudley, Esqr- 
Honle Meshech Weare, Esq'- 


Jere: Eastman, 
Thomas Clough, 
SJno. McClary Esqr- 
David Gilman, Esqr- 
James Betton, Esq'- 
Capt Caleb Page, 
Timothy Walker, Jnr- 
Nehemiah Wheeler, 
{Stephen Evens Esq'- 
(Otis Baker Esq’, 


Ebent Thomson Esq'- 
Hercules Mooney, 


Ichabod Rawlins Esq'- ........| 


Sam! Hayes, 

Joseph Badger Esq?- .......... . 
Eben’ Smith, Esqr- 

Deacon James Knowles, 


*This Roll precedes the Journal in the original copy —[w. F. a. 
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t This mark ({) denotes that the Town opposite which it stands, was to notify the other towns classed with it, to assist in 
choosing a delegate to represent them in the Congress.—[w. F. a. 
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TOWNS @ PLACES SENDING MEMBERS. NAMES OF MEN RETURNED TO SERVE. 


Leavitston, }Wakefieldand Mid-| {1 1) sniel B. alch 
SPMODD Us wiidedentdsconcssocesesqotss ’ 
tNew Durham the Gore and 
Wolfborough 1 . 
tMoultonboro Sandwich and/| { Daniel Bede Esqr- 


Tamworth1 we ia a 

§ oeses Nicke sq'- 
Amberat 2. ..... .....00ccsconcecsones {Nahum Baldwin Esq’. 
Litchfield {NottinghamWest 1; Wyseman Clagett Esqr- 
Dunstable 1 Jonathan Lovewell Esqr ... 
Hollis 1.. Jedsocbockvoincd|, MOPAR DIIRB, ccanssisenesscccss 
t Merrimack ‘and Bedford 1.. Jon® Blanchard Esq. ....... 
Derryfield and Goffestown 1...| Moses Kelley Esqr- 

DOM HOR. sesiies's is 0s osenssos 


. Stephen Harriman........... v 
Henneker {Deering Hillsbo-| ( . 
rough and Society Lands 1. ort Joseph Simonds 
Francestown and {NewBoston 1 
New Ipswich 1 William Shattuck, 
} Boscawen and Salisbury Col. Henry Gerrish 
Temple and Suigteleemaahs 
¢ Wilton Lyndsboro’ Mile ei 
and Duxbury Farm, 1.. 
¢t Mason and Raby, 1 
New Britton {Warner Perrys- 
town and Fishersfield 1 
t Rindge, J wane and Peterbo- 
rough Sli 
Dublin and nea = No 51. ere Stone 
Packersfield, Limerick Camb- 
rerypee pp emaney 7 Robert ED: dah onus canton 
Marlow, Surry and { Alstead, 1.) Nat! Sartel Prentice 
Hinsdale and t Chesterfield 1.; Archibald Robinson....... 
Winchester, 1 


- eee ee eee 





ee ee et et et 
ee ee et et 
eet et et et et et pe 
ere 
ee ek et et et et et pt 
ee ee ee 
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Swanzey and Fitz William 1.. 
SNS SE ee ae eee 
Westmoreland, 1............ 





Charleston, 1 

Cornish, Plainfield, Protect-| { | 
worth and Grantham 1 7 Moses Chase Haq! 

Claremont, 1 Capt Joseph Wait 

} Unity, Ackworth Lemster Sa- 

vill, Croydonand Newport 1. 7Benj* Giles, Haq’. 
New Chester, Plymouth Cock- 
ermo' and Alexandria 1.... 
Romney, Holderness t Camp- 

ton and Thornton 1.. 
Lebanon, { Hanover Relhan, 
Canaan CardiganandGrafton 1 
Lyme, { Orford, Warren Dor-| 

chester, Wentworth and Pier-| ~ Israel Morey Esq’: 
mont, 1. ( 
t Haverhill, Bath, Lyman, Gun- 
thwait Landaff and Morriston 1) 
Apthorp, {Lancaster Northum-| 
berland Stratford Cockburn| 
Colburn Conway Shelburne) } 
& the Tows above L...........! 








<Saml Emeraon. .......00 + .es00. 





< Daniel Brainard Esq'- 











‘3 ohn Hurd Esq'- 





Abijah Learned 
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Il.—ADDRESS READ BEFORE THE NEW 
IIAMPSHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, JUNE 
13, 1849. 

By tne Hon. Saver D. Bett. 
Now. First Printep.* 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Society : 

A topic of history, and of the history of our 
own State, seems the appropriate subject for an 
address on this occasion. New Hampshire has a 
limited territory; her population has been and 
is inconsiderable; her wealth and consequence 
among the least of the States. A mere speck on 
the map of our great country, the events of her 
history are hardly of sufficient importance to at- 
tract the attention of the writer or the reader of 
general history. To us, who occupy the same 
seats, and who, in recalling the events of the past, 
are reviving the recollections of our predecessors, 
and perhaps of our ancestors, the history even of 
this little State is not without its interest. We all 
know that it is opportunity which makes men 

t. They, whose good or evil fortune has 
made them actors on the great stage, are those 
alone who have the opportunity to gain a nation- 
al reputation; yet observation proves that the 
talents, which make men eminent, and the virtues 
and the vices, which render them popular or odious, 
may be as distinctly displayed, though not as con- 
spicuously, within the narrower circle. The pri- 
vate suldier may display all the bravery which 
gives high character to the officer. The subaltern 
may exhibit in his sphere the resolution and good 
conduct which make the hero. The village pat- 
riot of our revolution may have evinced, equally 
with those who filled the highest stations, ardent 
love of country, unyielding determination to main- 
tain its rights, and wisdom and talent to devise 
the measures necessary for the public security. 

To preserve the memory of those distinguished 
citizens, who have made themselves conspicuous 
on the narrow field of our State Llistory, and who 
have manifested here the talents and the virtues 
which would have made them, had they been ac- 
tors on a different stage, eminent among the great 
and the of a great nation, should be one of 
the cherished objects of our society. 

We boast for the early history of our State, a 
writer of such general accuracy, good judgment 
and good taste, that the history of our New Hamp- 
shire is almost a classic. j 
the Province, little is left to be desi Until 
the events related become of recent occurrence and 
were the familiar news of yesterday to his cotem- 


For the yet ge of 


*We are exceedingly pleased to have the /ibderty and the 
privilege of presenting to the readers of the HisrortcaL MaGa- 
zine, these two exceedingly valuable Addresses, the one by the 
late Chief Justice Bell, the other by the late Ion. William 
Piamer, which have beea drifting about for years uncared for. 

W. F.G. 
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poraries, Belknap is perhaps as full and minute 
in his details, as the mass of readers would gener- 
ally desire. But when we come down to the events 
which preceded and constituted the Revolution, we 
find his history more brief and general, rather the 
history of the nation than the history of New 
Hampshire. 

We find there the events which were of na- 
tional importance, and the names which national 
history is bound to preserve ; but we look in vain 
for the series of minor events, by which the move- 
ments of the Revolution were here sustained ; for 
any account of the sacrifices, the hardships and 
sufferings, by which her poor and scanty popula- 
tion were enabled to sustain their proportion of . 
the burdens to be borne in the common cause; or 
for the names, or the history of the men, by whose 
talents and ability, by whose steady patriotism, 
and firm determination, the cause here was car- 
ried through. This blank should be supplied. A 
remnant of the materials which once existed re 
mains, but time is rapidly drawing - the dark veil 
of forgetfulness over the men of that day, and the 
scenes in which they acted. 

Even at this late Lier, I cannot doubt there may 
be recovered a thousand incidents in the history of 
the active men of that great event in this State, 
which wuuld long continue to bo read with inter- 
est and pleasure. To their efforts, we are chiefly 
indebted, under Providence, for the wise laws and 
free institutions under which it is our good fortune 
to live. 

I propose to occupy the hour allotted to me at 
this time, by recalling to your recollections the 
events of the Revolution in New Hampshire, a 
change comprised in a period of little more than a 
year. ‘To discuss the cauees of the Revolution is 
not allowed me. To allude even briefly to the 
causes which made the people of the Colonies re- 
publicans in — while all regarded their 
connection with the mother country as their pride 
and security ; to the changes of public opinion in 
the Colonies and in England, peedeeed by the 
great struggle, between that nation and her grasp- 
ing neighbor, for the ascendency on this continent ; 
and from the union of the raw levies of the Prov- 
inces, and the trained veterans ot the old country, 
and from the falee and unsound opinions carried 
back by her military men to England, in relation 
to the character, opinious and resources of the 
colonists, might fill a volame. 

The detuils of the measures, adopted by the 
ministries of the English King, to fix upon this 
continent a system of taxation by which they 
should be compelled to contribute a proportion of 
the burdens incurred for the common benefit of 
the whole empire; the arguments and views, by 
which their claim of right was resisted, and the 
movements by which each step of the home gov- 
ernment waz resisted and defeated, and the forci- 
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ble means, ultimately resorted to, to enforce sub- 
mission here, and the effects produced throughout 
the continent, can be merely referred to. 

They were measures which had little practical 
relation to New Hampshire, and with fow excep- 
tions, they produced little effect in this Province, 
except that they united the people of the Province, 
in the common sentiment of the ple of the 
other Colonies; that the claim, ile ie the Brit- 
ish Parliament, of a right to bind the colonists by 
their Statutes in all cases whatever, and conse- 
quently to impose taxes upon them at their plea- 
sure, was unfounded in reason, inconsistent with 
the principles of the English Constitution, ir- 
reconcilable with the rights and liberties which 
they claimed as. Englishmen, and which, they 
contended, they had neither abandoned, nor lost 
by their removal to this country ; and that their 
duty to themselves and their posterity required 
that such a claim should be resisted to the last, at 
whatever hazard. 

How far the common opinion of the colonists 
elsewhere had extended itself to this Province, is 
evinced by the measures adopted at Portsmouth, 
to compel the distributor of stamps to resign his 
office in 1765-6, by the re-shipment of the tea in 
1774, by the appointment in that year of commit- 
tees of correspondence ; first by the towns, and 


finally by the Assembly of the Province; by the 
assembling of the conventions of July 21, 1774, 


and of January, 1775, and the election of dele- 
tes by those conventions, to attend the General 
ongress of Deputies from all the Colonies, to be 
holden in September, 1774, and May, 1775, and 
the resolutions passed in the public meetings of 
the towns, expressive of their sentiments. 

Though the union of sentiment among the colo- 
nists was not lost in New Hampshire, to use the 
expression of Governor Wentworth, yet there is 
very satisfactory evidence that, owing to various 
circumstances, public feeling was much less warm- 
ly excited in New Hampshire, than in the Colonies 
generally ; the influence of the Governor, a man 
of popular and agreeable manners, and who had 
carefully avoided all measures which were calcu- 
lated to render him personally odious, and of the 
Council, and most of the public officers, whe de- 
rived their appointments from the crown, was 
relatively much greater than in the other Colonies. 
The population, except towards the sea, was very 
scanty and much scattered, the roads bad, and the 
means of communication slow and imperfect, and 
the measures of the ministry bore, but very re- 
motely and incidentally, upon them. 

In Massachusetts, measures had been early taken, 
in anticipation of the last resort, to provide addi- 
tional supplies of arms and military stores, and 
their activity in this respect, in the season of 1774, 
attracted the notice of the ministry, and in Octo- 
ber an Order in Council prohibited the exportation 
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of military stores from Great Britain to the Colo- 
nies. In December, 1774, Paul Revere, ar ex- 
ress from the committee of correspondence at 
ston, arrived at Portsmouth, and delivered his 
dispatch to Mr. Samuel Cutts, a merchant and 
member of the committee of correspondence for 
that town. The letter he brought contained, as is 
supposed, an account of the Orders in Council, pro- 
hibiting the exportation of arms, and of the prompt 
and resolute measures, taken by the people of 
Rhode Island a day or two before, to secure the 
guns in the fort at Newport, and information that 
a ship and troops would be sent at once by Gover- 
nor Gage, to take possession of the fort at the 
entrance of Piscataqua Harbor, and to remove 
the artillery and stores. 

A meeting of the committee was convened, ar- 
rangements instantly made, expresses sent to the 
neighboring towns, and about noon of the next 
day, before any suspicions were entertained of 
their intentions by the Provincial Government, 
the drum was beaten in the streets, and about two 
hundred volunteers assembled, and proceeded in 
two gondolas to Newcastle ; they were there join- 
ed by perhaps an equal number of the people of 
that town, and upon the refusal of the captain of 
the fort to surrender, at once scaled the walls, 
took and disarmed the garrison of five men, and 
removed about one hundred barrels of gunpowder 
from the magazine to Exeter. 

On the next day, the people from the neighbor- 
ing towns arrived, and after parading before the 
State House, where the Governor and his Council 
were deliberating, and demanding of the Governor 
an answer whether ships or troops were expected, 
or had been sent for, and receiving from him the 
answer that he knew of no forces coming, and 
that none had been sent for; they again visited 
the fort, and removed all the small arms and light 
cannon, which were sent to Durham. This party 
was chiefly from Durham and the neighboring 
towns. On the next day, a largo company from 
Exeter and its vicinity arrived ; the work had been 
done, they passed resolutions approving of the pro- 
ceedings, and returned. 

These occurrences are memorable because they 
are the occasions on which alone actual force was 
resorted to against the royal authority. The names 
of the men who, at that early day of the contro- 
versy, dared to commit treason against a powerful 
government, who dared to assail a royal fortress, 
however feebly defended, and strike the standard 
of royalty, ought to be known and remembered. 
Those of Samuel Cutts, of John Langdon, of 
Thomas Pickering and Samuel Drown, those of 
George Frost and John Sullivan and John Adams, 
the Parson of Durham, of Folsom and Bartlett 
and Nat. Peabody, have come down to us. Be- 
yond a question, many others might be collected 
by a little effort in the Eastern part of the State, 





1868. } 


but a few short years will efface all the traces 
which time has yet spared. It is thought worthy 
to be remembered of many, that they were actors 
in the destruction of the tea at Boston ; is it less 
honorable that a man was one of the captors of 
the royal fort at Newcastle ? 

This daring measure was the result of no delib- 
eration and careful preparation for a serious strug~ 
gle, and affords little evidence that the seme 
mind was prepared for open resistance. It was 
the effect of sudden excitement, the effort of the 
moment merely, and it produced no effect beyond 
the immediate occasion. The resentment of the 
Governor and his Council was exhausted by the 
issuing of a proclamation and the removal of the 
most active of the party from their offices under 
the crown. 

When the alarm was spread throughout New 
England that the first blood had been shed, and 
the regular troops, sent to overawe the colonists, 
fled before the excited people, and were hemmed 
in, and blockaded by thousands of volunteers from 
Massachusetts, and Connecticut, and New Hamp- 
shire, and Rhode Island, the leaders of the popu- 
lar movement in Massachusetts were not ill-pre- 
pared for the struggle. They had a convention 
elected by the people, which had assumed, and 
was steadily exercising the legislative power, in 
many respects. A Committee of Safety supplied 
the place of the Executive. Arms, military stores 
and provisions had been collected in magazines. 
The destruction of one of these at Concord was 
the object of the movement which commenced the 
war. General Officers had been appointed, and 
the machinery of civil government, and of a mil- 
itary force, had been organized, to euch a degree 
that the whole government was, in a few days, in 
complete and effective operation. 

In New Hampshire, no arrangements had been 
made in anticipation of the struggle. The con- 
ventions had confined themselves to the election of 
delegates to the Congress at Philadelphia, the 
raising of the funds necessary to defray their ex- 
penses, and the passing of resolutions. 

No arms or munitions had been provided, except 
those taken from the fort; no provisions had been 
collected. No officers had been appointed, civil or 
military, and not even a show of popular organi- 
zation existed in the Colony, except the town com- 
mittees of correspondence, and a committee ap- 

inted by the last convention, who were author 
ized to call a new convention. The government of 
the Province, of the counties and of the towns, 
was all in its usual regular action, as in a time of 
profound quiet. The town officers were every 
where chiefly in the hands of the people. 

A single step alone had been taken towards a 
measure of preparation. ‘The committee appoint- 
ed by the last convention, at the instance of the 
Massachusetts Convention, by whom the shadows 
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of the coming events were now clearly seen, had 
issued their notices to all the towns in the Province, 
in the early part of April, to elect delegates to 
attend a convention, to be holden at Exeter, on 
the 17th of May, to serve for six months. 

When the volunteers started, fur the relief of 
the people of Massachusetts, from the towns in 
this Colony, on the alarm of the Lexington fight, 
they were all upon a level ; no man among them 
exercised, or claimed to exercise, the least author- 
ity, civil or military. And the first officers, ap- 
pointed among the people of New Hampshire, 
derived their authority from the election of their 
neighbors, on their march towards Boston. 

Immediately on the receipt of the news, ex- 
presses were dispatched by the committee of the 
last convention, which consisted of John Went- 
worth, Nathaniel Folsom, Mesheck Weare, Josiah 
Bartlett, Christopher Toppan, Ebenezer Thompson, 
and William Whipple, to the several towns, noti- 
fying them forthwith to elect deputies, to attend a 
convention to be held at Exeter, on the 21st, for 
the purpose of consulting together, and adopting 
such measures as the emergency required. 

This convention met, and though the call was 
sudden and unexpected, and the notice very short, 
yet no less than sixty-eight delegates appeared 
from thirty-four towns. Some of these could not 
have been present onthe firstday. Of their names, 
the record furnishes a cnaghes list. Among 
them are many of those whose names most fre- 
quently occur, as the active men of the Revolu 
tionary time. Brackett, Pickering and Whipple of 
Portsmouth, March and Weeks of Greenland, 
Boardman of Stratham, Moulton and Toppan of 
Hampton, Bartlett of Kingston, Weare of Hamp- 
ton Falls, Worthen of Kensington, Folsom, Gilman, 
Giddings, and Poor of Exeter, Butler and Cilley 
of Nottingha.n, Thompson of Durham, Evans and 
Waldron of Dover, Wentworth and Rollings of 
Somersworth, Plummer and McDuffie of Roches- 
ter, and on subsequent days, Blood of Temple, 
Webster of Plymouth, Thornton of Londonderry, 
Dudley of Raymond, Walker the elder of Con- 
cord, Claggett of Litchfield, Hobart of Hollis, 
Kelly of Goffstown, and many other less fa- 
wiliar names of men who without doubt were 
as earnest, sincere and active patriots as the 
others. It is little to the honor of our country 
and its historical institutions, that while the 
names of all who were even suspected of luke- 
warmness, or of loyalty, have been preserved, 
we know 60 little of many of the men who must 
have wielded no little influence in their circles, 
and without whose aid the cause might have lan-~ 
guished in the Province. 

John Wentworth of Somerworth, a distant rel- 
ative of the governor, then Chief Justice of the 
Court o€ Common Pleas for the county of Straf+ 


| ford, and for several years the Speaker uf the As- 
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semblies, who had been the President of the con- 
ventions for the election of Delegates to the Gen 
eral Congress and chairman of the committee of 
correspondence, was elected President. Ebene« 
ger ‘Thompson of Durham was the Secretary. 

The first vote of the Convention indicates very 
strongly the state of feeling among the members. 
It was a vote, that all the transactions of the Con- 
vention be kept secret, and that each member 
pledge his honor and faith strictly to observe the 
same, and among tho minutes is the form of tin 
oath for the same purpose ; bat it does not appear 
that uny oath was taken. 

A unanimous vote was passed that Col. Nathan- 
iel Folsom be desired to teke the chief command 
of the troops who have gone or may go from this 
pene: to assist our suffering brethren in the 

rovincé of Massachusetts Bay, who are now op- 
posing the hostile violence of the regular troops 
there, and to order fur the troops that may be 
under his command, from time to time, ali neces- 
sary supplies, and to transmit to us the earliest 
accounts thereof, and what may be thought further 
necessary for the support of the common cause. 

This first step appears to have been hasty, ill- 
considered and premature, and, we may well sup- 
ag must have been oo with undue urgency 

y the friends of Col. Folsom, before any plans of 
action had been adopted or matured, and when del- 
egates had assembled from only about twenty 
towns. And it is not improbable that it was 
ewing to this hasty action, that Folsom ultimately 
failed to obtain a high position in the Revolution- 
ary Army. 

The next messure, and one much more timely 
and suitable, was the appointment ef Josiah 
Bartlett and Theophilus Gilman, ae a committee to 
proceed to the place of sitting of the Massachusetts 
Congress, to consult with them, what quota of 
men it will be necessary for the Province to pro- 
vide, and what measures should be adopted, and 
mhake a report to the Convention as soon as might 


‘Fhe Convention then udjourned to the next Tues- 
day, April 25th. 

On the 22d of April, the Massachusetts Com- 
mittee of Safety wrote to the Chairman of the 


Provineial Con , an‘ account of the battle of 
the 19th, requesting, that New Hampshire should 
afford them all the asemwtance in their power, and 
desiring, that those whe should come to their aid, 
should be supplied with provisions and military 
stores. On the 23d, James Sullivan was despatched 
as a delegate te the Colony of New Hampshire, to 
deliver a letter to the Provincial Congress, in 
which they allude to their Province being declared 
in a state of rebellion, and the other vinces 
marked out for punishment, and briefly state the 
commencement of hostilities, the beleagerment of 
Boston, and the fears of the use to be made of the 
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British force, and infornt them that after solemn 
deliberation, they have resolved that it is their 
duty to establish an army for the maintenance of 
their inalienable rights, and the defence of the 
Colonies, and that 30,000 men be raised for this 
purpose im the New England Colonies, of which 
18 600 shall be at once raised by Massachusetts ; 
to assure them of their confidence in the Colony of 
New LIlampshire, as equally involved with them, 
and request their concurrence and assistance. On 
the same day, Andrew M’Clary wrote to the Con- 
vention that about 2000 volunteers from New 
Hampshire were in the vicinity of Boston, without 
field officers, or proper regulations. ‘These letters 
were probably written after the arrival of the 
committee, Bartlett and Gilman, and after it was 
known to the Committee of Safety of Massachu- 
setts that the New Hampshire Convention had 
adjourned to the 25th: For we find that on tae 
24th, that committee again wrote to the New 
Hampshire Convention, that they had given orders 
for enlisting such troops as were tben in the ser- 
vice of the Colony, as many desired that some: 
thing should be done to hold them together till 
the resolve of the New Hampshire Congress slrould 
be known; when they were ready and desirous, 
they should be discharged from them, and placed 
under such command as the Congress should direct: 

On the 25th of April, the Convention again 
met at Exeter; their numbers being now increased 
to more than » hundred. The President was 
absent. A letter from him assured the Conven- 
tion that his health rendered it impossible for him 
to attend, but that he was heartily engaged in the 
cause with them; and Mesheck Weare was chosen 
President pro tempore. 

On the same day, James Sullivan wrote to Dr. 
Warren of the Massachusetts Committee, inform: 
ing him, that there seenred some opposition to the 
assistance expected from this quarter. As their 
first business, the Convention took under consid- 
eration the letter of the Massachusetts Congress, 
and after debating and considering thereon, voted 
that the Convention think it not expedient, at this 
time, to take under consideration and determine 
the whole subject matter, there being not a gen- 
eral representation of this Province. 

I have endeavored to trace something of the 
opposition, which Mr. Sullivan ——- to 
the measure of assistance to Massachusetts. There 
was no man of influence in the Convention whose 
previous history or subsequent conduct justify any 
suspicion of lukewarmness or timidity, and the 
inactivity, discovered by their vote, is probably to 
be traced to two causes; the most effective of 
which was the want of preparation of the public 
mind in the Colony, for the a in — 
they were unexpectedly placed ; other was the 
foal, that, while the cnentien of the 17th Ma: 
was called to act for six months, and to adopt su 
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measures as should be thought expedient, the 
present Convention was called merely to consult 
upon the emergency. 

A committee, consisting of Wyseman Claggett 
John Pickering, William Whipple, Samuel Ho- 
bart, Mathew ‘fhornton, Josiah Bartlett, Christo- 
pherToppan and EbenezerThompson,was appointed 
to draught an answer to the letter of the Massa- 
chusetts Congress. 

Messrs Whipple, John Webster and Hobart 
were appointed a committee to assist the towns in 
procuring firearms, and it was recommended to 
the selectmen of those towns which are destitute 
of sufficient arms and munitions, to raise money for 
that purpose, to be paid to their Treasurer, John 
Giddings, to be laid out by the committee. 

On the 26th, it was resolved unanimously that Col. 
Nathaniel Folsom and Josiah Bartlett and Major 
Samuel Hobart be immediately sent to the Congress 
of Massachusetts to deliver them a letter, and 
further inform them of the particular situation of 
this Province, and report the effect of their mission 
as soon as may be. 

In their letter the Convention allude to the acts 
of the troops, dn¢ the numbers who had gone to 
their assistatice, and of others who had been 
stopped upon hearing they were not needed ; 
state that immediately upon the alarm, the Pro- 
vincial Committee had called a special convention 
of delegates, from the nearest towns, to consult 
with the Committee what was then absolutely 
necessary to be done, upon that pressing occasion ; 
in consequence of which the convention had met ; 
and state, that previous to this, the Provincial 
Committee, upon application of a committee of 
the [Massachusetts] Congress, had notified the 
towns to choose and impower delegates to meet at 
Exeter, on the 17th of May next, to deliberate 
upon the important subject proposed for their 
consideration and concurrence, and that, at that 
Congress, those matters will be considered, and 
no doubt they will readily concur and co-operate 
with their brethren in New England, in all such 
measures as shall be thought best for the common 
safety; and declare that, though heartily willing 
to contribute in every advisable method to their 
aid, and for the common safety, yet they judge it 
not expedient now to determine upon the estab- 
lishment of an army of observation, as the towns 
in this government are not generally represented. 
The towns are recommended to supply their men 
with provisions and necessaries, if their continu- 
ance is thought necessary. They conclude, We 
most fervently wish you the blessing and direction 
of Heaven in all your deliberations, and God 
Almighty, who protected our pious ancestors amid 
ten t nd dangers, preserve New England, 
from the Horror and Desolations of a civil war. 

In the afternoon, they recommended to the 
towns to provide their proportion of £500 worth 
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of provisions, to be stored against emergencies 
to engage os many men as they think fit, to 
be i and ready to march ata moment’s warn- 

adjourned to the 2d of May. On that 
day, the Convention met, and the President being, 
absent, Mathew Thornton was elected President 
pro tempore. Several letters from the Massachu- 
setts Congress were read, the committee appoint- 
ed to visit that Congress, reported the effect of 
their mission, which is not stated, and received the 
thanks of the Convention for their services. It 
was recommended by the Convention, not to dis- 
courage the inhabitants of the Province from en- 
listing in the Massachusetts service for the present 
emergeney. And Nathaviel Folsom, John Gid- 
diugs and Josiah Bartlett were anpointed a com~ 
mittee to correspond with the Congress of Massa- 
chusetts and Committee of Safety there, and to 
gain the earliest intelligence relative to matters 
that concern the public safety, xnd particularly of 
the resolutions of Conneeticut and Rhode Island, 
and the Southern Governments, relative to raising 
forces, and they then adjourned. 

During the previous ‘winter, writs had been 
issued for the clection of a new Assembly. Their 
meeting had been prorogued to the 4th of May, 
and two days after the adjournment of the Con- 
vention at Exeter, the Assembly met at Portsmouth. 
It is said by Dr. Belknap that Gov. Wentworth 
had very sanguine hopes of the good effect of Lord 
North’s conciliatory proposition, as it was called. 
This was, in substance, that, if the Colonies would 
tax themselves to the satisfaction of the ministry, 
they should not be taxed by Parliament. 

In his speech, the Governor entreated the As- 
sembly, as the only legal and constitutional repre- 
sentatives of the people, to direct their counsels to 
such measures as might tend to secure their peace 
and safety, and lead to a restoration of the public 
tranquility, and an affectionate reeonciliation with 
the mother country. ‘The usual formal business of 
the session was traneacted in the customary man- 
ner. They chose John Wentworth speaker. He 
had been the epeaker of the Assembly since 1771, 
but who had also been the president of the three 
conventions of the popular delegates, two fur the 
choice of delegates to the General Congress, and 
the other the hurried Convention of April 21st, 
which had closed its session only two days before. 
This choice, unpalatable as it must have been, was 
ee by the Governor. Weare, then ea 

the Superior Court, was appointed clerk, 
though he had been a member ond president pro 
tem. of the last convention, and Thompson, who 
was clerk of the last convention, was clerk pro 
tem. in Judge Weare’s absence. A committee was 
appointed to answer the Governor’s speech, con- 
sisting of the Speaker, Wentworth, Dr. Jobn Gid- 
dings, who been the Treasurer of all the con- 
ventions, Wyseman Clagget of Litchfield, a mom- 
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ber of the last convention, who had, nine years 
before, administered an oath to the Stamp Dis- 
tributor not to serve in that office, John Lang- 
don, who had been a leader in the attack of Fort 
William and Mary, and a delegate to the General 
Congress, and Josiah Bartlett, who had just re- 
turned from a visit to the Massachusetts Congress, 
as one of a committee of the late convention. A 
committee was scon appointed to apply to the 
Governor for a shert adjournment. The Governor 
advised their proceeding. But the House urged 
that it was necessary for their private interest, but 
especially for the interest of the Province, at this 
ay alarming crisis, as they call it, that the 
ouse should be adjourned, in order that they 
might have, in the mean time, an opportunity of 
fully consulting their constituents respecting the 
weighty matters to be considered at that session. 
The Governor yielded to the wishes of the Assem- 
bly, and adjourned them to the 12th of June. 

Fifteen out of the thirty-six members of this As- 
sembly, were members of the convention to be held 
on the 17th, eleven others are believed to be de- 
cided whigs, making more than two thirds opposed 
to the Royal Government. Perhaps there were 
others. During the time which elapsed until the 
meeting of the new convention on the 17th of 
May, a period of most intense activity in Massa- 
chusetts, New Hampshire did nothing. Her volun- 
teers were still at Boston, but they were indebted 
for their organization and their support, to the 
Committee of Safety of Massachusetts. Company 
officers were chosen by the members of their com- 
panies, and that choice constituted their only com- 
mission. Under the advice of the Committee of 
Safety of Massachusetts, the men were induced to 
enlist under these officers, and at meetings of the 
officers, field and staff officers were elected. How 
these meetings were called or managed, it is not 
easy to say, as we have little left but the results. 
Stark and Wyman and M’Clary were in command 
of one regiment. Reed, Gilman and Hale were 
field officers of another. How little influence from 
abroad was exerted over these troops, either officers 
or men, is to be eeen in the fact that while Stark’s 
regiment had fourteen companies, Reed’s com- 
prised but four. 

Of the measures taken to unite public opinion 
in New Hampshire, of the correspondence which 
we cannot but suppose to have been constantly 

ssing on that sulject, there is very little to be 
fase , and it is very difficult even to conjecture 
what was in reality 
the most anxious an 


— Nearly a month of 
exciting times which had 
ever been known to the —_ of this country, had 


passed away, before the delegates of the ple 
had assembled in the convention warned by the 
committee of the former convention. Many of 
those delegates had, without doubt, been elected 


after the blow was struck at Lexington, and at a! 
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moment when any who were disposed to antici- 
pate and shudder nat consequences, were little in- 
clined to press themselves into a service full of 
enxiety and responsibility, and, in the eyes of 
most persons, attended by much danger. They 
were putting life and fortuno at the hazard, where 
to us who judge after the event, and with far 
more light than they could have had, the chances 
were greatly against them. What prospect of 
success had the poor and scanty population of the 
Colonies against the immense power and resources 
of Britain? It would seem they must have been 
crushed almost without an effort. But there were 
circumstances strongly in their favor. That they 
were poor, while it implied a want of resources to 
carry on active and extensive operations, was itself 
a great means of passive resistance. Great mili- 
tary operations are of course directed against those 
prominent points where wealth and means are 
most concentrated. A»poorscountry, such as ours 
then was, presented few such points, and those 
relatively unimportant. The love of liberty is ever 
strongest among the hardy cultivators of the moun- 
tains, while in the rich plains, and in great cities, 
the love of property becomes the governing motive, 
and country and liberty have, in all ages and 
every where, been sacrificed to its preservation. 
Within our own memory, the richest plains of 
Europe hive been swept over by an enemy almost 
unopposed, and the greatest of her cities have sur- 
rendered one after another to the very shadow of 
approaching armies, long before the sound of the 
cannon could be heard. 

The sparseness of the population wasa security. 
The wide forests, interposing themselves between 
the scattered eettlements, were barriers against the 
progress of large armies. To them, roads and 
supplies are indispensable, and though the militia 
of the country, moving without baggage or artil- 
lery, may traverse the forest, yet the movements 
of armies are all but impracticable where roads 
are to be made through the woods, before they 
can move, and almost every article whicu their 
wants may require, is to be transported with them, 

Nor ought we to forget the diflerence between 
the best of the regular forces of the mother coun- 
try, and the armed people of the Colonies, in the 
enthusiasm which drew the last to the defence of 
their homes and their families in the early stages 
of the contest, and the determination with which 
even the private soldier was disposed to resist what 
he considered as oppression aimed at himself and 
his friends. The conviction was forced upon every 
one, that there was no intermediate point between 
absolute freedom from British taxation, and un- 
conditional submission. Had the Government 
across the water pointed out to the people here 
any precise limits to which their authority should 
be carried ; had they been willing to acknowledge 
any principle which would operate as a restriction 
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upon the powers of Parliament, and a protection 
to the people here, except the will and pleasure of 
the Government, it is highly probable that the 
Revolution’ might never have occurred. It was 
not unwillingness to contribute a just share of the 
public burdens, but a determination not to submit 
to more than a juet share, which led to resistance. 

The erroneous estimate formed by the people, 
the Parliament and the army of England, in rela- 
tion to.the character, power and resources of the 
Colonies, and as to the extent of the spirit of re- 
sistance, operated powerfully in favor of our an- 
cestors. It was the fashion to disparage the colo- 
nists, and the idle boast of Col. Grey, that with 
one regiment of British troops he would under- 
take to march from one end of the continent to 
the other, was probably expressive of the general 
sentiment of the people and of the armies of Great 
Britain. 

What might have been the result, if England 
had brought all her energies to bear at once upon 
this country, it is now impossible to say. But we 
can see clearly how different might have been the 
course of events, if the contemptuous feeling, to 
which | have alluded, had not existed. Kight 
hundred men were despatched to destroy the stores 
of the colonists at Concord, sent out into the midst 
of an armed and excited people, twenty times 
their numbers. Had eight thousand been sent in- 
stead, how different might have been the effect. 

On the 17th of May 1775, the Provincial Con- 
grees met. Among its members we find some of 
the most able men of our State: Josiah Bartlett, 
William Whipple and Matthew Thornton, whose 
names are destined for immortality on the Declara- 
tion of Independence ; Samuel Cutts, who had been 
the most active member of the committee of cor- 
respondence of Portsmouth, and of the Province 
at that place; Nathaniel Folsom and Nicholas 
Gilman, Enoch Poor, Mesheck Weare, Paine 
Wingate, Joseph Cilley, Thomas Bartlett, John 
McClary, John Dudley, Timothy Walker, Jr., 
Abiel Foster, Ebenezer Smith, George Frost, 
Ebenezer Thompson, John McDuffie, Israel Morey, 
and John Wheelock. ‘I'hese are names familiar to 
us all, and the men were among the most leading 
and active. minds of that time. Others less distin- 
guished iff after life are necessarily less known to 
the community, but were beyond question firm 
friends of their country. No cool or lukewarm 
patriot was there. The men who, at such a time, 
stepped forward and exposed themselves to minis- 
terial vengeance in the event of a failure, were 
not to be doubted. 

Sullivan and Langdon were attending the Con- 
gress at Philadelphia. Stark and others were 
with the army near Cambridge. John Went- 
worth and Woodbury Langdon and Otis Baker 
and Wyseman Claggett, whose activity had been 
before conspicuous, were absent, from what causes 
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we are not informed, though Clagget took his seat 
in the Congress at a subsequent day, to fill a va- 
cancy. 

Matthew Thornton was elected President, and 
Ebenezer Thompson, Secretary: and in his ab- 
sence Samael Cutts was chosen Secretary pro tem. 

If we consider the occasion of the meeting of 
this Convention, and the various duties which the 
ae of the Colony threw upon them, we shall 

e better able to estimate the difficulties and em- 
barrassments by which they were surrounded, and 
the labors and anxieties they must have under- 
gone. 

An army was to be organized; arms and muni- 
tions and supplies were to be furnished; an ad- 
ministrative department was to be constructed, 
and the indispensable element of war, pecuniary 
resources, was to be found or created, and finally a 
civil government was to be devised, adopted and 
put in operation; and all these to be done very 
much at once, by a body of men, for the most 
part, without experience in public business, amidst 
the alarms of unexpected war, and amidst the con- 
tests and rivalries of men, raised at a single step 
from comparative obscurity to unlooked for eleva- 
tion, and against the efforts of the men, not num- 
erous indeed, but of much influence in their cir- 
cles, who felt themselves cast down and. degraded 
by the Revolution, and who were losing, by the: 
a a e, their official, and, to a great extent,. thein 
social position. 

The most urgent of the claims upon the atten- 
tion of the Congress, was the raising and organiz- 
ing their quota.of troops for the- army at Boston. 
On the second day of their session, it was voted, 
apparently without debate or discussion, that they 
would raise men to defend their rights and liber- 
ties; and a large committec, consisting of Bartlett, 
Whipple, Folsom, Thornton, Gilman, Morey, 
M’Gregor, Page, Parsons, and Wheelock, the 
Rev. Messrs. Webster, Stearns and Farrar, was 
appointed to consider and prepare a plan of ways 
and means for furnishing troops. Nothing ap- 

ars from their records to show what was done 

y this committee, but it is reasonable to believe 
that they originated and directed most of the 
measures which were adopted on this subject. 

On the 20th of May, resolutions in the nature of 
a manifesto were adopted, as follows : 

Whereas, by the late acts of the British Parlia- 
ment, and conduct of the Ministers in pursuance 
thereof, it appears very evident that a plan is laid, 
and now pursuing, to subjugate this and the other 
American Colonies to the most abject slavery,and 
the late hostilities, committed by the British troops 
in our sister Colony of the Massachusetts Bay, 
leaye-us no doubt in determining that no way is 
left us to preserve our most darling rights and 
inestimable privileges, but by immediately defend- 


‘ing them by arms. Reduced therefore by this 
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most terrible necessity, this Convention, after the 
most solemn deliberation thereon, have 

I. Resolved, that it is necessary to raise imme- 
diately two thousand effective men in this Prevince, 
including officers and those already in the service, 
and that the time for their enlistment continue to 
the last day of December, unlcss the Committee 
of Safety should judge it proper that a part or the 
whole should be disbanded nue. r 

il. That every member pledge his honor and 
estate, in the name of his constituents, to pay 
their proportion of maintaining and paying the 
officers and soldiers of the above number, while in 
their service. 

Ill. That application be made immediately to 
the Continental Congress for their advice and as- 
sistance respecting means and ways to put the 
above plan into execution. 

IV. That the establishment of officers and sol- 
diers shall be the same as in the Massachusetts 


v. That the selectmen of the several towns 
and districts within this Colony be desired to fur- 
nish the soldiers, who shall enlist from their re- 
spective towns and districts, with good and suf- 
ficient blankets, and render their accounts to the 
committee of supplies. 

VI. That if it should “appear that the above 
number of men is vot our full proportion with the 
other governments, that this Convention will be 
ready to make a proper addition for that purpose. 

On the same day, a Committee of Safety was 
elected, consisting of Thornton, Bartlett, Whipple, 
Foleom and Thompson, to whom were added, on 
the 24th of May, Morey and Moulton, and on the 
5th of July, Weare. 

This body was the Executive Department of the 
new Revolutionary Government. It was steadily 
kept up and maintained, during the whole of the 
Revolutionary war. It was elected for no particu- 
lar time, and was composed of no particular num- 
ber, and its powers were very indefinite and uncer- 
tain. 1ts constituents were changed, whenever it 
suited the Congress or the Legislature to change 
them, and it constituted a permanent committee, 
to ‘whom questions and cases and duties of all 
kinds, civil and military, executive and judicial, 
as well as legislative, were referred ; sometimes 
for their opinion and report, but more frequently, 
for their action ; and in the latter cases, the com- 
mittee made such determination and disposition 
of the matters referred to them, as they judged 
best, without further reference to the Congress, 
and without any report or communication of their 
doings, unless these were specially directed. 

They continued in session during the recess of 
the Congress, and they had instructions relative to 
their duties during such recess, which wore of the 
broadest character. They.were to take under their 
onsidcration all matters in which the welfare of 
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the Province, or the security of their rights, were 
concerned, and were enjoinec, in the language 
used by the Roman Senate upon the appoint- 
ment of a Dictator, to take the utmost care that 
the public receive no damage, (ne quid detriment: 
capiat respublica.) 

1, They were to see to it that whatever plans 
have been determined on by the Congress to be 
immediately carried into execution, which have 
not been intrusted to the management of others, 
should be executed, by such persons and in guch 
ways as the committee should judge best. 

. If any exigency should arise, not provided 
for by the Congress, and requiring immediate at- 
tention, as the marching of troops to repel inva- 
sion, or directing the motions of the militia for the 
same purpose,—for securing military stores, or im- 
portant posts, or for defeating any attempt of the 
enemy to secure such advantages, and in other 
cases of like character, they were to take imme- 
diately the most prudent and effectual methods to 
accomplish those objects. 

3. They were to require the aid of the Com- 
mittee of Supplies for the necessary stores, pro- 
provisions, &c., for their purposes. 

At the same time, a Committee of Supplies was 
elected, consisting of Col. N. Gilman, Samuel 
Cutts, Ichabod Rawlings, Timothy Walker, Jr., 
Dr. John Giddings, Thomas Sparhawk, and Col. 
John Hale. The last of these had been despatch- 
ed,on the second day of the session, to Albany 
for the purpose of purchasing firearms, an object 
deemed then, and now clearly seen, to have been 
of the most pressing urgency, but in which he 
had no success. 

This committee, like the other, was a body to 
whom very various matters were referred by the 
Congress, and their general instructions were, to 
furnish to the Commissary such military stores 
and provisions as the Committee of Safety should 
think necessary ; and they and each of them were 
authorized to take up such stores, on the faith of the 
Colony, on the best terms they could, and of the 

rsons of whom they could be best procured. 

they were authorized to borrow £10,000, as they 
find the same to be necesary, to answer the re- 

uirements of the Committee of Safety. And the 
Goncenlion. for themselves and their cons@tuents, 
plighted their faith, and their estates, to the com- 
mittee, as their bondsmen to all intents and pur- 
poses, for the payment of whatever sum they 
might hire or beeee in consequence of this vote. 
The powers of this committee were originally de- 
signed to be of very different kind from those of 
the Committee of Safety. Its members were most- 
ly men of a less leading character than those of 
the other committee, and those of them who seem 
at this distance to have had most energetic and 
decided characters, were very early diawn off to 
other employments, and the committee, useful as 
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it might probably have been at the beginning, 
ually lost its consequence, as the duties were 
ually placed in charge of officers of the com- 
missariat, and other departments of a regularly 
organized army. 

n the 18th of May, Col. Stark addressed a let- 
ter to the New Hampshire Congress, in which he 
wrote to them, That about the 29th of April pre- 
vious, a committee, sent from the Provincial Con- 

of the Province of New Hampshire to the 
rovincial Congress of Massachusetts, having dis- 
cretionary instructions from said Congress, advised 
to raise a regiment from the Province of New 
Hampshire, as svon as possible, under the constitu- 
tion and establishment of the Massachusetts Bay, 
but to be deemed as part of the quota of mon of 
the Province of New Hampshire, and that the 
New Hampshire Congress would confirm the pro- 
ceeding. In consequence of which, a number of 
officers of the Province of New Hampshire con- 
vened, and made choice of their field officers for 
said regiment. That many of the men who ex- 
pected to be furnished with arms from the Provin- 
cial stacks, were destitute of them, and could not 
be furnished there, as none could be procured, and 
must be discharged, unless they were speedily 
ay 
he Congress voted that the selectmen furnish 
arms to persons enlisted from their towns, and au- 
thorized Stark and his officers to procure them 
wherever they could be had, at the Colony’s ex- 


nse. 

On the 22d, two muster masters, Major Samuel 
Hobart and Mr. Enoch Poor, were appointed and 
ordered to repair to Cambridge and its neighbor- 
hood and regularly muster all the men enlisted in 
the companies in the regiment commanded by 
Col. Stark, who were able-bodied, effective men, 
and to enquire if any had been enlisted by others, 
and to muster such as were able and effective, and 
to give notice to the officers by whom they were 
enlisted, to repair to Exeter to represent the mat- 
ter and receive instructions, and to dismiss such as 
were destitute of arms. - 

At the same time, on the 22d May, it was de- 
termined that the two thousand men, whom it was 
decided to raise, should be divided into three regi- 
ments. 

Col. Nathaniel Folsom was appointed to take 
the general command of the men raised and to be 
raised in this government, for this season. 

And on Wednesday, May 24th, Mr. Enoch 
Poor was ap pinted Colonel, Capt. John McDuf 
fie, Lieut-Col. and Capt. Joseph Cilley, Major of 
the second regiment to be raised. The Con 
directed that the same method of enlistments anda 
returns should be adopted as were used in Massa- 
chusetts, and on the same day orders were issued 
ty the Committee of Safety, to Winborn Adams 
of Durham, Winthrop Rowe.of Kensington, Hen- 
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ry Elkins of Hampton, Samuel Gilman of New 
Market, Philip Tilton of Kingston, Benjamin Tit- 
comb of Dover, Jonathan Wentworth of Somers 
worth, Jeremiah Clough of Canterbury, James 
Nortis of Epping, Zaccheus Clough of Poplin, to 
enlist each one company of sixty-six men, in this 
regiment. This was the frst effective step to- 
ward the organization of a military force under 
the authority of the Congress. 

On the 25th, Thursday, Moses Emerson, Esq., 
was elected Commissary for the army, and on the 
following day a vote was to raise a com- 
pany of sixty men, for the defence of the north 
western frontier. 

After an adjournment of a few days, and prob- 
ably after the return of Hobart and Poor from 
Cambridge, upon the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee of Safety, to whom the subject had been 
referred, it was voted, on the 31st of May, that 
the two thousand men be divided into three regi- 
ments, and each regiment into ten companies, as 
nearly equal as could conveniently be done. 

The motive of this vote seems to have been that 
Stark’s military reputation had led a considerable 
majority of the New Hampshire volunteers to pre- 
fer to join his regiment; that in consequence he 
had at least four supernumerary companies, and 
the companies in his regiment were better fitted 
than those in the regiment which had elected Col. 
James Reed for its commander. , Stark, owning no 
authority above himself, was determined not to 
suffer any of his men to be withdrawn from his 
command. This fact of course became apparent 
upon the mustering of the trogps into the service 
of New Hampshire, and Reed, agreeably to the 
directions of the Congress, conveyed to him by 
Hobart and Poor, repaired to Exeter and applied 
to the Congress to remedy the difficulty. 

He was met by a petition, signed by twelve per- 
sons, alleging that he had shown himself inimical 
to the liberty of his country, and praying that he 
might not be commissioned in the army. Who 
were the parties to this petition I have not learned 
but the Congress seem to have regarded it as de- 
serving little attention; the record merely says, 
that no person appearing to support the petition it 
was dismissed: And on the first of June, Reed 
was appointed Colonel, Israel Gilman, Lieut. Col- 
onel, and Nathan Hale, Major, of a Regiment 
and orders were directed to be issued to ten per- 
sons to enlist each a company of sixty-two soldiers 
including non-commissioned officers, to constitute 
this regiment, and on the next day he was ordered 
.by General Folsom to repair to the western part of 


gress | the Province, and to collect the men he had enlist- 


ed as volunteers for the defence of America, in 
the, service of the Province, and to march all of 
them who were effective and able-bodied men, and 
well equipped, to Cambridge, and then put himself 


aud them under the command of General Ward 
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till further ordere.. He reached Satie on the 
12th, and found the several companies of his corps 
at Medford. ‘The captains of his regiment were 
Spaulding, Walker, Orosby, Hinds, Whitcomb, 
‘town, Hutchins, Mann, Morey and Thomas. 
Whitcomb and ‘l'homas he took from Stark’s regi- 
ment, for the two companies that were assigned to 
him, and they were soon assigned to a station on 
Charlestown Neck. 

On the 31st of May the Congress wrote to Col- 
onel Stark, stating that as some difficulties had 
arisen in settling the regiment under his command, 
they thought proper that he should immediately, 
without loss of time, repair to Exeter to receive 
their orders and give amore particular account of 
the state of the troops under bis care, and they 
wrote on the same day to General Ward, suggest- 
ing the necessity that he should appear before 
them, and requesting leave of absence for him for 
the pu . It does not appear from any record 
I have seen, whether Stark did or did not attend 
upon this summons, though it is rendered probable 
that he did from the fact that, on the third day of 
June, it was voted that Stark should be Colonel, 
Isaac W yman,Lieut. Colonel, and Andrew M’Clary, 
Major of the first regiment, and that ten companies 
of sixty-two men each, of the regiment then at 
Medford, should be the firet or oldest regiment. 
Ata time subsequent to this, the captains were— 
1. George Reed; 2. Daniel Moore; 3. Gordon 
Huchings; 4. Elisha Woodbury ; 5. Thomas Mc- 


Laughlin ; 6. John Hall, 7. Samuel Richards; 8. 
Aaron Kinsman ; 9. Joshua Abbot, and 10. Henry 
Dearborn. 

On the same day a vote was passed'relative to 
the compensation of the Brigadier General, Fol- 
som, allowing him the same compensation as was 
allowed to officers of that grade in Massachusetts, 


disconnecting him from any particular regiment, 
but giving him equal authority of all the New 
liampshire troops. A few days after, this vote 
was reconsidered, and his pay reduced to that of a 
Colonel, with such allowances as the Congress 
should afterwards make him. 

These movements apparently had their origin 
in the feeling of rivalry between Stark and Folsom, 
both of whom had been captains in the French 
war, and Stark resented the appointment of Folsom 
to a command over him. He felt it to be unjust 
that an officer who had remained inactive at home, 
should be preferred to himself, who had volun- 
teered at the first alarm, and for some time past 
had exercised the principal command. Folsom’s 
influence with the Congress was superior to that 
of Stark, and on the 9th of June, they voted that 
his commission should be that of Major General, 
and should be dated May 24th. 

An oath of fidelity was prescribed to be taken 
by officers and men, and on the 9th, the Congress 
was adjourned to the 27th, and on the 17th occur 
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red the battle of Bunker Hill, and one cannot but 
observe the increasing boldness of the measures of 
the Congress in consequence. The Royal suthor- 
ity, before but a shadow, now entirely ceased. 

When the Congress again assembled, two pay- 
masters were appointed, Joseph Welsh and Samuel 
Hobart, Esq. who were instructed to proceed to the 
army and pay one month’s wages to the officers and 
soldiers; to receive of each captain a complete 
muster roll of his company under oath, and return 
the same to the Congress, or Committee of Safety ; 
to take a receipt for all the money paid; to pay 
no officer or soldier who has not taken the oaths 
and been mustered as an able-bodied, effective man; 
and that they pay no more than ten companies in 
a regiment, of sixty-six men in a company, includ- 
ing officers. 

The last direction of the Congress pretty clearly 
shows that some of the officers had not submitted 
to the votes of the Congress in relation to the or- 

nization of their forces,nor lost the paltry am- 

ition of commanding a larger body of men than 
others were permitted to retain. 

The method, then adopted in the mustering and 
payment of the troops, was-continued throughout 
the war, and to it we are indebted for a more per- 
fect list of the officers and men of the Revolution- 
ary Army from this State, as is said by those who 
should know, than is to be found in any other 
State. We are justly proud of these records, but 
the blush of shame must mantle the cheek of ev- 
ery friend of our State, when he reflects that these 
and all the other invaluable records of the State 
are at the hazard of accident, and that we may be 
doomed at any hour to hear that a little ashes 
alene are all that is left of them. 

Among the measures which were indispensable 
for the Government of an Army, was a code of 
military law. The jealousy of the people of Eng- 
land, which had made the mutiny act annual, had 
of course prevented the existence of any common 
law founded on common consent and immemorial 
usage, and it now became necessary to adopt a 
code to supply this want, and on the 29th of June 
it was voted that— 

Whereas it 18 necessary that the officers and 
soldiers, raised and to be raised in this Colony for 
the preservation and defence of this and the other 
Colonies in America, should be. fully acquainted 
with their duty, and that the Articles, Rules and 
Regulations be made as plain as possible; and 
having great confidence in the honor and. public 
virtue of the inhabitants of this Colony that they 
will readily obey the officers chosen and appointed 
by this Congress, and will cheerfully do their duty, 
when known, without any such severe articles and 
cruel punishments, except in capital cases, as are 
usually practised in standing armies, and will sub- 
mit to all such rules and regulations as are founded 
in reason, honor and yirtue. It is, therefore— 
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Resolved, that the following Rules, Articles and 
Regulations for our said forces be and hereby are 
earnestly recommended to be strictly adhered to 
by all officers and soldiers, and others concerned, 
as they regard their own honor and the public 

ood. 
° These rules anid regulations were the same as 
those adopted by Massachusetts. 

This recommendation, for such it was in form, 
was in fact legislation, since these regulations 
were to furnish the rules on which the authority 
of the officers, the discipline and subordination of 
the men, and the lives and liberties of buth, in 
cases of trial by courts-martial, were to depend ; 
but the form illustrates the unwillingness of the 
Congress, as yet, to adopt the forms of legislative 
authority. 

Immediately after the battle of Bunker Hill, in 
which the New Hampshire troops, under Stark and 
Reed, were actively engaged, the regiment com- 
manded by Poor was hurried forward, and General 
Folsom wént to Medford to take the command of 
the N. H. troops ; and from his letters to the 'Com- 
mittee of Safety, it is very apparent that the for- 
mer rivalry between him and Stark again appeared. 
Folsom called on Stark fora return of hisregiment. 
Stark repeatedly and absolutely refused to obey 
the order; and Folsom made a representation of 
his conduct to the Committee of Safety, with a 
view to his removal. Stark had thireatened to take 
his pack and go home; but a few days after, such 
submission was made by Stark as to induce Fol- 
som, on the 25th of June, to request that his rep- 
resentation might be overlooked. 

To what agency this reconciliation is attributable 
I have been unable to discover. The circumstance 
which seems most likely to have produced this 
effect, was the appointment of Washington, on 
the 15th, to the chief command, and the resolution 
adopted by the Congress at Philadelphia on the 
16th, to appoint two Major Generals and eight 
ao Generals for the army, with a general 
staff, who would of course soon supercede those 
deriving their authority from a single Colony. 
On the 17th Ward and Lee were elected Major 
Generals, and Gates Adjutant General, and on the 
22d, eight Brigadiers were chosen, of whom Sulli- 
van was the 7th. 

Washington and Lee arrived at Cambridge on 
the first of July, and Folsom was then still at 
Cambridge. He probably returned home on Sul- 
livan’s arrival, not long after. 

On the 30th of May, it had been voted that one 
company of rangers should be raised for the pro- 
tection of the Northwestern Frontier, and Colonel 
Moody Bedel was appointed to the command, with 
the rank of eee! and on the 5th of July, it 
was determined to raise two additional companies, 
and Captain John Parker and Captain James Os- 
good were placed’ in command of them. Bedel 
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commanded the whole, and his rank was upon his 
application raised, at a subsequent time, and Isaac 
Morey was appointed paymaster of the corps. 

While the Congress were making prov‘sion for 
the army near Boston and for the defence of the 
frontier towards Canada, they found it necessar 
to provide for the security of Portsmouth, whic 
was supposed by the.people there to be not only 
ex , but to be an important object of attack. 
On the 31st of May, a party of volunteers took 
possession of the battery on Jerry’s point, near the 
entrance of the harbor, and removed all the can- 
non to the town a service for which they received 
the thanks of the Congress. On the next day, 
measures were taken for the erection of a battery 
for the defence of Portsmouth, under the direction 
of the committee of the town, and of Captain 
Ezekiel Worthen of Kensington, a member of the 
Congress, who was appointed Engineer, though 
cannot discover that he had any qualifications for 
that office except such as belong to every judicious 
man and ingenious mechanic. 

Early in June, a company of Artillery was di- 
rected to be raised at Portsmouth, and Captain 
Titus Salter was appointed to the command of it. 
It was mustered by Colonel Hobart, early in Sep- 
tember, and Samuel Cutts was appointed to pro- 
vide for them. In the meantime a small detach- 
ment from Poor's regiment was.detained for the 
security of thesea-coast towns. On the 18th of 
October, an attack was made upon Falmouth, now 
Portland, by a British fleet, and the town burned. 
The commander at the time announced that he had 
orders to burn all the towns from Halifax to Bos- 
ton. The people of Portsmouth were exceedingly 
alarmed, and in a short time no less than 28 com- 
panies of militia were collected there, and the 
Congress at once voted that all who had marched 
upon the occasion, should be paid, and applied to 
General Washington. to send General Sullivan to 
their assistance. Sullivan came at once, but the 
alarm passed away, and after a short time he re- 
turned to his command near Boston. The Con- 
gress passed a vote of thanks both to Washington 
and Sullivan for the promptness with which their 
application had been met. 

his panic led to a vote of the Congress, on the 
2d of November, that the Colony would maintain 
fortresses for the defence of Portsmouth, and that 
200 artillery and 300 infantry should be enlisted 
for two months, for the defence of the town. Joshua 
Wingate was appointed Colonel, John Burnham 
Lieut. Colonel, and James Hackett, Major, Cap- 
tain Pierce Long, Barrackmaster, Major George 
Gains, Quartermaster, Captain Salter and Captain 
Eliphalet Daniels to command the artillery ; and 
on the 10th of November, it was voted that for the 
defence and security of Portsmouth, 800 men 
should be raised, to be divided ints 8 companies, 
and to be under the .command of the same field 
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officers. Major Stepbon Clark of Epping, Cap- 
tains Caleb Hodgdon of Dover, Joseph Parsons of 
Rye, and Henry Elkins of Hampton, Major Peter 
Coffin of Exeter, and Captains Jacob Webster of 
Kingston, Moses Baker of Candia, and David 
Copp of Wakefield, commanded the companies. 

n the 29th of November, General Sullivan 
wrote to the Committee of Safety that General 
Washington had written to them the 31 companies 
todefend the lines near Boston, in consequence of 
the determination of the Connecticut troops to 
return home, at the expiration of their term of 
enlistment ; and on the next day, he again wrote 
a very earnest letter, urging the enlistment and 
instant despatch of these companies, without field 
officers, to serve till the 15th of January; and on 
the 2d of December, the Committee issued orders 
to ne ins David Place, Henry Elkins, Daniel 
Runnels, John Waldron, ee Chesley, David 
Copp, Moses Baker, Mark Wiggin, Joseph Par- 
sons, Moses Yeaton, Elijah Denbo, Jacob Webster, 
Nathaniel Odiorne, Peter Coffin, Stephen Clark 
and Greenleaf Clark, to enlist companies, and for- 
warded blank orders to Colonel Hobart, Timothy 


Walker and others* under which orders were is- 
— to 


sued. At the same time, permission was 
all persons then in the service ot the Colony, to 
enlist in the service of the Continent, as the whole 
of the Colonies were then designated. It was 
probably a fortunate circumstance that the recent 
alarm at Portsmouth had collected in arms a con- 
siderable body of men who could be induced to ex- 
change their services from that place to Cambridge. 

With the close of the year, the time of enlist- 
ment ot the volunteers near Boston drew to anend, 
and the army was ther re-organized under the au- 
thority of the Continental Congress. 

At the session of the Provincial Congress in 
August, the subject of the militia was taken up, 
and officers, under the authority of the Colony, 
were appointed to each regiment, and the necessa- 
ry measures adopted for completing the entire or- 
ganization, and for their systematic exercise and 
improvement. Folsom was appointed to the chief 
command. Four regiments of Minute-men were 
constituted, comprising about one fourth of the 
whole militia, who were required to hold them- 
selves in readiness to march at a moment’s warn- 
ing, and who were subject to a drill onee in each 
fortnight. ; 

The measures to which I have thus alluded, form 
the prominent acts of this Revolutionary Congress 
in reference to Military affairs. 

After the organization of their military force, 
the most pressing call upon the attention and care 


*Six blank enlisting orders were sent to Samuel Hobart, Fsq. 
three to Colone? Timothy Walker, one to General Folsom, some 
to Captain James Hill of Newmarket and Major Thomas Bartlet 
of Nottingham, one to Colonel Evans, and three to Colonel David 
Gilman, to be given to captains. W.F.G. 
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of the Provincial Congress (not secondary in im- 
portance and not less urgent in time, because the 
means of maintaining armies are as indispensable 
as the persons who constitute them,) was the pro- 
viding the arms and munitions of war of every 
kind, the clothing and shelter, the food and medi- 
cine required for their troops, the organization of 
a Department by whieh these necessaries should 
be, at all times, procured, seeured and preserved 
at the points where they are needed, and the crea- 
tion of the pecuniary means by which alone ar- 
mies are rendered effective, and on which in the 
end their operations depend for success. 

At a very early day, resolutions were passed for 
the encouragement of manufactures, and particu- 
larly the manufacture of saltpetre, an article of 
indispensable necessity, and for which and for 
ee the people here were previously depen- 

ent upon the foreign market alone ; and measures 
were taken to put in a serviceable state the guns 
whieh had been removed from the fort, and to 
provide the soldiers with blankets, through the 
agency of the seleetmen of the towns from which 
they enlisted. 

The Committee of Safety and the Committee of 
Supplies, to which [ have before alluded, were re- 
lied upon as the active agencies by which means 
were to be provided for the military as well as all 
the other movements of the new government. 

On the 23d of May, Nicholas Gilman was ap- 
pointed Treasurer and Receiver General of the 
Colony, an office which he continued to hold till 
the close of the war, and in which he preserved a 
degree of accuracy and method which entitle him 
to a place in our recollections, second only to Mor- 
ris, in this department. 

On the same day, a vote was passed providing 
for raising a tax of 3000 pounds, m the sume man- 
ner as the Province taxes had been usually raised, 
and to be paid to the Receiver General by the first 
of November; and on the 8th of June, the con- 
stables and collectors of taxes were required by 
vote to pay the Province tax, which ther remained 
unpaid, to Colonel Gilman, the Treasurer for the 
Colony, and he was authorized to give receipts for 
the same. 

On the 9th of June. it was determined to issue 
a paper currency, founded on the public faith of 
the Colony, to the amount of £10,000, lawful 
money, and to be paid with 6 per cent. interest, 
by a tax on polls and estates, in the years 1776-7, 
&c. It was provided that the notes should be struck 
from eopper-plates, engraved under the direction of 
Congress, and signed by the Receiver General, 
and should be of the denominations of 40, 20, and 
6 shillings and of one shilling, and George Frost 
and Ebenezer Thompson were appointed the com- 
mittee to procure the plates, to see the money 
struck off and signed and delivered to the Receiver 
General. 
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On the first of July, Samuel Sherburne, Pierce 
Long, Nicholas Gilman and Ebenezer Thompson 
were appointed to bring in a draft for the further 
omission of the paper currency, and on the 4th, 
Bartlett, Hurd and Weare were added to the com- 
mittee, and on the next day, a further issue was 
ordered of £10,000 to be paid by a tax in 1776-7 
-8 and 9, to be printed with t , under the care 
of M. Weare oo P. Long, £8000 to be on interest, 
and of denominations from 5 to 60 shillings, and 
£2000 to be witiiout interest, from 6d to3s. Upon 
redemption, they were directed to be burned. 

It was at this time voted that any person who 
may be detected in counterfeiting or passing any 
counterfeit of the Treasurer’s notes, shall, on con- 
viction before this or any convention, be deemed 
an enemy to his country and punished at the dis- 
cretion of such convention. 

On the 2d of September, £4000 was directed to 
be raised by tax, instead of the £3000 voted in 
May, to be apportioned according to the last pro- 

rtion act, and to be paid to the Receiver General 
by the first of February next; and the Treasurer 
was directed to issue his warrants to the selectmen 
for assessing the tax, and, if there were no select- 
men in any town, the towns were required to re- 
ceive the warrants, and choose those officers. 

The Committee of Safety were directed to ad- 
vise the Treasurer in framing warrants for assess- 
ing and collecting the taxes. 

An excise had long been collected from the tav- 
erners in the Province, and they were now recom- 
mended by the Convention te pay their excise, for 
the current year, to the selectmen, who were to 
pay the same to the Receiver General. 

At the adjourned sestion, Oct. 31, Whipple, 
Walker, Fletcher, M’Gregor and Dudley were 
appointed a committee to see what further sums 
of money should be emitted, and on the next day, 
on their report, the Congress voted to issue the 
sum of £20,000, to be printed under the direction 
of M. Weare and Josiah Moulton, and to be sign- 
ed by Samuel Hobart and the Treasurer. 

At the close of their session, the Congress ter- 
minated the financial operations of the year by a 
very significant recommendation to the town 
selectmen, committees, and other officers, to pro- 
ceed as usual in regard to taxes; They trust the 
good people will cheerfully pay, and if any, inim- 
ical to the cause of the country, should refuse, we 
trust, that all the friends of their country will 
effectually strengthen the hands of the selectmen, 
constables and collectors. There is no appearance 
that, at the time this Congress was summoned, the 
idea of assuming civil government existed in the 
mind of any one in New Hampshire. In Massa- 
chusetts, where the public mind was much more 
fully prepared for the probable results of a war, 
the evidence is to my mind very perfect, that the 
leading men, though they thought the time had 
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not arrived whem independence was to be openly 
spoken of, had very clearly foreseen and were pre- 
pared for the consequences of successful resistance. 

The New Hampshire Provincial Congress was 
called by a committee, appointed by a convention 
—a public. meeting voluntarily assembled—un- 
known to the law, and having an authority pre- 
cisely equal, in a legal view, to that of the cau- 
cuses of our time. The objects in terms, for 
which it was called, 1 have not found, but the 
very uncertainty and indistinctness of their author- 
ity was their broadest commission. They were 
the representatives of the people, appointed and 
assembled to consult together in relation to the 
common good, and to adopt such measures as 
should tend to the security of the rights and priv- 
ileges of the people. 

During several weeks of their session, the Con- 
gress adopted no action bearing upon matters of a 
civil character, except such as the urgency of the 
time forced upon them, in connexion with the 
military operations, which formed the principal 
object of their attention. 

They established a post office at Portsmouth, of 
which Samuel Penhallow was Postmaster, and not 
long afterward another at Exeter, of which Deacon 
Samuel Brooks was Postmaster. 

On the third day of their session, upon the re- 
- of a committee consisting of the Rev. Mr. 

ingate, Rev. Mr. Fletcher, and Mr. Samuel 
Sherburne, appoin‘ed on the preceding day— 

1, It was voted, unanimously, that the good 
and wholesome laws of this Province be faithfully 
supported, and that all persons assist the Justices 
thereot in the due execution of their office. 


2. Tuat in these times ot general distress, it be 
recommended to the inhabitants of this Province 
that they encourage all religious worship, and that 
they by all means discountenance all manner of 
vice, and especially the profanation of the Sabbath, 
which is and has been a growing evil, and that all 


officers excrt themselves for the above purpose. 3. 
4,5 That agriculture and manufactures be en- 
couraged. 

6. That, whereas many persons, through inad- 
vertency, wilful malice, or immoderate heat, have 
thrown out many approbrious expressions respect- 
ing the several Congresses, and the methods of se- 
curity they have thought proper to adopt, and 
thereby have made themselves obnoxious to the 
inhabitants of this Province, it is therefore recom- 
mended that the committees of the several towns 
have a watchful eye over such persons ; and they 
shall be the proper persons only to take cognizance 
thereof, and that their result be final, and that 
proper complaint being made vo either of the com- 
mittee, they make the most speedy and critical en- 
quiry thereof in order to prevent riots and mobs, 
and that they discountenance the same. 

In February preceeding, Governor Wentworth 
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had -iesued his writs of election fora new Assem- 
bly and the members had been chosen, but their 
meeting had been deferred till the 4th of May, a 
fortnight, as it proved, after the fight at Lexington. 
Previous to the election of the members, there had 
been a discussion in the New Hampshire Gazette 
in relation to the representation of the Province, 
and Governor Wentworth, partly it would seem 
with a view to silence the complaint that the coun- 
ty of Grafton had no representation, and partly to 
strengthen the number of his friends in the As- 
sembly, had issued his writs to the towns of Orford, 
Plymouth and Lyme, where he supposed the influ- 
ence of his friends was likely to secure the return 
of persons of loyalist feelings; and three new 
members took their seats from those towns. From 
Plymouth, John Fenton was returned, an English 
half-pay officer, resident at Portsmouth, and a fa- 
vorite of the Governor, who had appointed him a 
Colonel of Militia in the regiment which included 
Plymouth, Clerk of the Courts of Common Pleas 
and Quarter sessions, and Judge of the Court of 
Probate for the couuty of Grafton, though he still 
resided and kept his office at Portemouth. In- 
structions for his conduct, as member of the As- 
sembly, were voted by the town, which were prob- 
ably drawn by himself or by one of his friends at 
Portsmouth, which, though they used the common 
language of the whigs, were so phrased as to have 
a strongly royalist bearing. 

The zeal of Fenton outrun his discretion. On 
tke 26th of April, he wrote a letter,* addressed to 
the people of Grafton county, in which he called 
upon them to attend to their farming, and not to 
think of coming down country to fight, and in- 
formed them tBat a body of Indians was ready to 
fall on their families, if they left their homes. ‘The 
circular was brought to the notice of the Conven- 


*To the people of the county of Grafton from a real friend who 
sincerely wishes their well-being : 

For Gods sake pay the closest attention tothe sowing and 
planting your lands,—and do as much of it as possible not only 
for your own & families Subsistence, but to supply the wants of 
your fellow men down Country ; for you may be assured that 
every kind of distress, in the provision way, is comming upon 


, 

Let nothing induce you to quit your farming business—mind 
no reports—nor do not think of Coming down Country to fight— 
there are enough without you—therefore your dilligence in farm- 
ing will much more Serve your Couniry than coming to assistance 
Much Depends on the back settlements raising plenty of Grain. 

I am informed—that should the People from the Back Settle- 
ments take up arms—a number of Indians & Canadians will 
fall upon them ;—but that if they remain Quiet—they will not. 

This I inform you off, from the love I bare you and give it you 
asa sincere friend should do. 


Ports® 26% April 1775. 
—N. H. State Papers, Vol. 1. p, 167. 


Joux Fenton. 


To Co! John Fenton— 
Sir. 

A Letter with your signature directed to the People of the 
Ccunty of Grafton, has been laid before this Congress the Con- 
tents of which they Consider as of some Importance that “‘ a No 
of Indians and Canadians will fall upon them if they should take 
up Arms, but if they remain quiet, they will not”—we are anx- 
ious for the Security of our Friends in the Frontier Settlements 


HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


[October, 


tion, who on the 22d of May called upon Fenton 
to inform them upon the subject of his letter. He 
wrote to them, declaring that he had no informa- 
tion to warrant his statements respecting the In- 
dians, and the Convention referred his letter to the 
committees of Portsmouth, Rye and Greenland. 

The Assembly had been adjourned to the 12th 
of June, for the purpose of consulting their con- 
stituents, and on the first, the Congress took up 
the subject, and voted that, whereas, LI. E. the 
Governor of this Colony, in calling a General As- 
sembly to meet at Portsmouth, in February last, 
required three new towns that had never sent 
members before, to elect persons to represent them 
in said Assembly, and as said Assembly are to sit 
by adjournment on the 12th inst., this Congress 
are of opinion that the Governor assuming the right 
of sending to such towns as he thinks fit, without 
concurrence of the other branches of the Legisla- 
ture, is unconstitutional and subversive of the rights 
and privileges of the good people of this Colony ; 
and the establishing such a precedent may leave 
room for some future Governor to occasion a very 
partial representation of the people, by sending to 
small towns and omitting large ones, with many 
other evils. Therefore do resolve further, that it 
is the opinion of this Congrees that the persons 
called and elected as aforesaid, ought not to be al- 
lowed a seat in the House of Representatives of 
this Colony. - 

On the 10th, of June the Congress adjourned 
over to the 27th, and on the 12th, the Assembly 
met, and voted that the new members returned 
from Plymouth, Orford and Lyme were not entitled 
to seats; and the Governor after receiving a civil 
answer to his speech, and recommending to their 
serious consideration Ld. North’s conciliatory 
proposition, adjourned the Assembly to July 11th. 
as well as ye were—could we rely upon this it would afford us the 
g' est ease and pleasure—this Congress, therefore expresses their 
d®sire that you appear, as soon as possible, and inform y™ respect- 


ing thegrounds of the aforementioned intelligence. 
—N. H. State Papers, Vol. 1, p. 163. 


To The Provincial Congress at Exeter. 
Gentlemen, 

I this moment rec‘ your letter of 234 instant :—I do assure 
you Gentlemen, I mentioned the matter respecting the Indians 
Coming down on our Frontiers, in my letter to the People of the 
County of Grafton, as a matter of opinion only—nor have I the 
least Clue, or Cireumstance to guide me in that Sentiment but a 
mere opinion : 

Iam Gentlemen— 
Your Most obedient, 
& Very h' Servant— 
Joun Fenton. 


Ports : 234, May 1775 

P. 8. 

I wrote that letter to the People of the County of Grafton 
out of absolute Friendship & Regard to the Country. 

Colonel Fenton’s Compliments .o the President of the Congress, 
requests to know, if it will be convenient to be Call’d before them, 
to morrow Morning ; if so, he begs he may be so informed, as 
his Family are only waiting to know what is to become of him 
before they quit this Province. 

Exeter 27% June 1775. 

N. H. State Papers, Vol. 1, p. 165. 
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The vote of the Congress, which I have recited, 
and the answer to the Covernor’s speech, to which 
1 can only refer, afford much matter for reflection, 
as indicating the state of feeling at the moment as 
to their relations with England. 

Fenton, upon his expulsion, expressed himself 
with such frecdom as to arouse the indignation of 
the people. He escaped and took shelter at the 
Governor’s house. The mob followed and demand- 
ed him, and brought a piece of cannon to the door, 
upon which the offender was delivered up, and 
sent to Exeter. At the meeting of the Congress, 
it was voted that be was nota friend of his coun- 
try ; that he should be imprisoned, and afterward, 
that he should be sent under a guard to Cambridge. 
There he was allowed to escape, and never after- 
wards returned. 

The incident to which I have alluded is of no 
intrinsic importance, and the individual is not 
worth remembering. The circumstances are re- 
called merely from their effect on the Governor. 
He resented as an insult the attack upon his house, 
and retired to the fort at Newcastle. 

Fhe Assembly again met in July, but after ex- 
changing messages with the Governor, at the fort, 
they were adjourned to the 28th of September, but 
never met again. The Governor left the Province 
and sailed for Boston, Auguet 24th, and the last 
act which he attempted in the execution of his 


office, was in September, when he came to the 
Shoals and issued a proclamation again adjourning 
the Assembly to the next April. 


The power and influence of the Royal govern- 
ment entirely ceased on the 13th of fo when 
the Governor left Postsmouth, and the reins, which 
Wentworth and his Council had cast from their 
hands, were slowly and with great hesitation gath- 
ered up by the Provincial Congress. 

Upon the meeting of the Congress, measures 
were immediately adopted for the removal of the 
public records from Portsmouth to Exeter, asa 
place of greater security. A committee was ap- 
pointed to remove them, and the officers were in- 
wa to remove to Exeter and take charge of them 

ere. 

On the 30th of June, it was recommended to 
the Court of Common Pleas, the Superior Court, 
and Court of Quarter Sessions, to adjourn those 
courts, by a proclamation, on the first day of their 
next term, till the further order of the Congress. 
This may be considered as the end, substantially, 
of the courts under the Royal authority. The 
recommendation was as imperative asa statute, 
and any attempt to disregard it would only have 
subjected the Judges to personal indignity and 
odium. But a majority of the Judges were active 
and leading Whigs—Weare and Hubbard'in the 
Superior Court, and in the Courts of Common 
Pleas, March and Tappan, in Rockingham, Went- 
worth, Frost, Baker and Plummer, in Strafford, 
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Thornton and Hobart, in Hillsborough, Ashley 
and Bellows in Cheshire, Hurd and Woodward in 
Grafton. 

From this time until the establishment of the 
new government in January 1776, no courts were 
holden, and the laws were silent, excepting that 
the Congress at all its sessions took cognizance of 
offences of a political or quasi-political cast, either 
directly or by committees, or by a reference to the 
Committee of Safety of the towns. 

The Secretary, Theodore Atkinson, who was also 
the Colonial Chief Justice, and a man of whom, 
I am led to believe, it is but justice to say that he 
was a very respectable and excellent man and an 
acurate and sound lawyer, suffered the committee 
of the Congress quietly to take the records of the 
Colony, making no resistance, but taking no part, 
except that of a spectator. And the ‘l'reasurer, 
George Jaffrey, as quietly paid over the balance in 
his hands of tle Colony funds, amounting to £1516, 
s4, d8, and received the thanks of the Convention. 

On the 5th of July, the Convention ventured 
on a recommendation looking more like an act of 
legislation in civil matters than any they had yet 
adopted. This was a recommendation to the town 
of Monadnock, No. 5, now Marlborough, to chouse 
town officers, selectmen constables &c., and the 
appointment of a committee to call the first meet- 
ing. 1t was on the next day the recommendation 
was passed to which I have before referred, relat- 
ing to the counterfeiting of the new paper currency. 

On the third of November, a committee, consist- 
ing of Thornton, Weare, Thompson, Rogers, Dud- 
ley, Claggett, and Giles, wus appointed to draft a 
petition to the Congress of the Colonies, praying 
their direction relative to some mode of civil gov- 
ernment. 

Instructions had been previously given to the 
delegates in Congress to press this subject upon 
the attention of that body, and upon the same da: 
on which the foregoing committee was appointed, 
that Congress passed a resolution upon the subject, 
upon which the action of the Provincial Congress 
was based, as follows : 

In Congress, Friday Nov. 3d, 1775. 

The Congress, taking into consideration the re- 

rt of the Committee on the New Hampshire 
instructions, Resolved, that it be recommended to 
the Provincial Convention of New Hampshire, to 
call a full and free representation of the people, 
and that the Representatives, if they think it nec- 
essary, establish such a form of government as in 
their judgment will best produce the happiness, 
and most effectually secure peace and good order 
in the Province, during the present dispute between 
Great Britain and the Colonies. 

Extract from the Minutes, 

Charles Thompson, Sec’y. 

By order of Congress, 

John Hancock, Pres’t. 
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While these ings at Philadelphia were 
still unknown, the Convention, whose term of au- 
thority would expire on the 16th, proceeded to 
discuss the subject of the new government. On 
the 4th, they adepted the following votes : 

That the Delegates or Representatives to be 
chosen to represent this Colony in future, shall be 
choren by the voices or votes of the electors, and 
not by the value of their estate. 

That every elector for Representatives in this 
Colony be of a freehold or real estate of 
the value of twenty pounds lawful money, in sucb 
town or place where the election shall be. 

That every person so elected shall be worth 
three hundred pounds lawful money, in real estate 
in this Colony, the election to be adjudged of by 
the selectmen and the moderator of the meeting, 
saving an appeal to the Congress or House of Rep- 
resehtatives. 

That every town, parish or precinct in this Col- 
ony, containing one hundred freeholders as afore- 
said, may send one Delegate or Representative to 
the Congress or General Assembly, and that every 
such town &., having a greater number of free- 
holders, may send a meber for every hundred 
such freeholders. 

That precepts be sent to every town, parish or 
precinct in this Colony, directing them to elect a 
member and send to the Congress to be holden 

-at Exeter, if such town, parish or precinct con- 
tain an bundred such freeholders, and if not, then 
to couple with one or more other towns or parishes, 
until they make up that number of such free- 
holders.. 

These votes do not appear to have been after- 
wards acted upon, nor the leading idea of them, 
which was a property qualification of the electors. 
Nothing appears to show by whom the resolutions 
were introduced or supported, nor by whom op- 
posed. The fact of their introduction, their adop- 
tion and su uent abandonment, serves to show 
that the element of “that division into parties 
which has everywhere existed where the people 
have any weight, was beginning to discover itself 
here. One party deeming the government safer 
in the hands of men who have property at stake 
depending upon its due administration ; the other 
distrusting the holders of property, as a class, and 
believing that the body of the people have more to 
fear from the selfishness and exclusiveness of the 
wealthy than the wealthy can ever have reason to 
fear from the people, though the rich and the poor 
have an wattedly equal voice in the gavernment. 

We may form some idea of the men by whom 
these different views were entertained, from the 
fact that, on the 9th of November, a large commit- 
tee was appointed to frame and bring in a plan for 
the future representation of the Colony. Before 
they had made any report—on the 13th of Novem- 
ber—a vote was passed entirely re-organizing the 
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committee, omitting several of its members, and 
substituting others. Tho committee at first con. 
sisted of Resheck Weare, Wyseman Claggett, 
Richard Downing, Jonathan Martin, John Dudley, 
Caleb Page, Timothy Walker Jr., Samuel Ashley, 
Ebenezer Thompson, Benjamin Giles, Ebenezer 
Smith, Israel Morey, James Knowles, Abel Web- 
ster. 

When reorganized, Weare, Downing, Claggett, 
Martin, Page, Ashley and Webster were omitted, 
and Matthew Thornton, Samuel Hobart, Nicholas 
Folsom, Cragin, Prentice and Gilman, were sub- 
stituted ; Thompson, Whipple, Giles, Walker, 
Morey, Knowles and Smith remaining as at first. 

On the 14th the new committee reported : 

That every legal inhabitant, paying taxes, shall 
be a voter. 

That every person elected shall have a real es- 
tate in this Colony of the value of £200, lawful 
money. 

That no pou be allowed a seat in Congress 
who shall, by themselves or any person at their 
desire, treat with liquors &c., any electors, with 
an apparent view of gaining their votes, or by 
treating after an election on that account. And 
they reported a plan for the representation of the 
Colony, allowing in the whole eighty nine repre- 
sentatives, of which Rockingham had 38 ; Strafford, 
13 ; Hillsborough, 17 ; Cheshire, 15 ; Grafton, 6. 
Among the cares of the Convention had been the 
actual enumeration of the people, which had been 
done toa great extent, and it may fairly be pre- 
sumed that in the distribution of the representa- 
tives, the committee had acted equitably, upon the 
principle adopted by them. ll legal inhabitants 
was a description sufficiently broad. It is very 
apparent that, if the property qualification had 
been adopted, the preponderance of the older and 
more wealthy towns in the Eastern part of the 
Province would have been much greater. 

Precepts were ordered to be issued by the Presi- 
dent of the Congress to the towns which were not 
classed, and to a designated town of each class, to 
elect persons to represent them in a Congress to 
be held Dec, 21, The members, when met in 
Congress, to sit as often and as long as they should 
judge requisite, and to be empowered to prosecute 
such measures as they judge expedient for tho pub- 
lic good, for one year ; and in case of a recom- 
mendation by the Continental Congress to assume 
government, to resolve themselves into a House 
of Representatives for one year. 

The report of the committee was accepted, and 
the resolutions they reported were passed, and on 
the 16th, the Congress adjourned ; their last act 
being to order the recording on their minutes of 
the resolution of the General Congress, in relation 
to the assumption of Government. 

Thus cl the labors of what may be designat- 
ed as the Provincial Congress of the Revolution. 
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The change of public opinion, commenced long be- 
fore, had become so general that the public mind 
decidedly favored an independent government, to 
continue while the contest should be unsettled 
with the mother country. The military, and ste 
by step all the civil power of the Colony, had fal- 
Jen into their hands, and they had laid the foun- 
dation for a civil government, to be erected b 
their successors, on the ruins of the Colonial | 
ministration, which had fallen without a struggle 
or a blow, and many of whose active members 
were now either actively engaged, like Weare and 
Thornton, Frost and Wentworth, as leaders of the 
patriot cause, or they were quietly yeilding, like 
Atkinson and Jaffrey and Waldron and Peter Gil- 
wan and Phillips and others, to the force of public 
opinion, which they had in vain attempted to 
guide or to control. 

Looking over the events of that period, we are 
struck with the remark, how little of outrage, of 
personal wrong, of injustice and tyranny, is to be 
traced, during a period when the passions of men 
were excited, when the laws had ceased to be heard, 
and nothing but the force of public opinion was 
left to restrain the commission of crimes. Instan- 
ces of outrage may indeed be found ; it would be 
wonderful if it were otherwise. Men whose no- 
tions were imprudently disclosed, or whose con- 
duct was unguarded, were mobbed and ill-treated, in 
some few cases; yet I recullect no instance where 
life was taken or serious bodily injury inflicted, 
and very few where buildings or property were 
destroyed. ; 

The resolutions of this Convention, which placed 
all questions relating to obnoxious persons exclu- 
Bive y under the eontrol of the Committees of Safe- 
ty of the towns, who were generally among the 
most considerate and discreet aa well as influentia} 
persons, (expressive, as it probably was, of the 
common feeling and sentiment of the community,) 
probably tended with great force in favor of the 
security of those who had tho misfortune, from 
difference of opinion, to be exposed to popular in- 
dignation. - 

On the 21st, of December, the second Provin- 
eial Congress met. Their number was much less 
than that of the last Congress; many towns which 
had elected one or more delegates, being by the 
ate of the last Congress classed with other 

wns, 

Of the members of the last Congress who were 
actively engaged, we find Cutts, Sherburne and 
Long, March, Moulton and Weare, Worthen, 
Bartlett of Nottingham and Wilson, Downing, 
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Thornton and McOlary, Dudley and Walker, D. 
Gilman, Page, Thompson, Rollings, Knowles, 
Smith of Meredith, ish, Morey and Giles, 
and Claggett who had been el to fill a va- 
cancy. 

And of new men, who had or have since ren- 
dered themselves distinguished in their circles, 
were Giddings and Emery of Exeter, Calfe and 
White, Baker and Evans, Mooney and Badger, 
Nichols and Blanchard, Bellows and Emerson, and 
Hurd. 

But we miss many names of men who had been 
conspicuous in the former conventions, Whipple, 
Folsom, and Gilman, the Treasurer, and Poor, 
Wingate and Bartlett of Kingston, Cilley, Frost 
and McDuffee, Farrar, Webster and Fletcher, 
Hale and Hobart, and Sparhawk of Walpole, and 
others. 

On the 28th of Deeember, Matthew Thornton, 
Mesheck Weare, Ebenezer Thompson, Wyseman 
Claggett and Benjamin Giles were appointed a 
committee to draft a form of Constitution, and re- 

rtas soon as may be. If an opinion may be 
ormed from the proceedings of the preceding ses- 
sion, it was a confpromise committee. They made 
a report on the 5th of January, 1776, which was 
adopted, with some amendments, and established a 
temporary form of Government, to continue during 
the controversy with the mother country, to con- 
sist of a Council of twelve, five from Rockingham, 
two each from Strafford, Hillsborough and Cheshire, 
and one from Grafton, to be elected by the Conven- 
tion in the first instance, but afterwards bv the 
people for one year; and an Assembly. All pub- 
lic officers to be appointed, for the current year, 
by the Council and Assembly, except the clerks of 
the courts, and afterwards elected by the people. 

The Council and Secretary were elected on the 
6th. Weare and Bartlett, Whipple, Thornton and 
Folsom, Wentworth, and Thompson, Claggett and 
Blanchard, Ashley, Giles, and Hurd, com 
the Council, of which Weare was President, and 
Thompson, Secretary. P. White was chosen Speak- 
er, and Emery, Clerk. 

The two branches met in convention, and ap- 
pointed Judges and Sheriffs, and all the other civil 
officers to which the people had been accustomed, 
and prohibited the exercise of any authority, not 
derived from the Colony. The wheels of govern- 
ment at once began to. move,and from that day we 
may consider the Revolution as.aceomplished here. 
ee became their own rulers, and have en- 
joyed as stable and well settled a government, 
from that day, as England herself has. 
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Ul.—THE CONSTITUTION OF NFW HAMP- 
SHIRE. A DISCOURSE DELIVERED BE- 
FORE THE NEW HAMPSHIRE HISTORI- 
CAL SOCIETY, JUNE 16, 1853. 


By Hon. Writiam Piomer. 
Now First Privrep.* 


Mr. President and Gentlemen of the New Hamp- 
shire Historical Society: 

The subiect which I have selected for my dis- 
course, this evening, is the Constitution of New 
Hampshire ; not with a view toa legal discussion 
of its provisions, but to the history of its original 
formation, and the changes which it has since un- 
dergone. The subject is one not only of liberal 
‘inquiry, but of practical importance, as involving 
the right and justice of every member of the com- 
munity. It is not, however, a subject for popular 
declamation ; nor one in which fancy or the im- 
agination or the flights of eloquence can well be 
indulged. .1f I were possessed of those, 1 should 
hardly hope to find place for them on a theme like 
the present. I take it for granted, then, that you 


come here, this evening, with no expectation of! 


being amused with idle declamation, or light and 
airy humors, 60 little in accordance with the grave 
objects of our institution ; and that even the la- 
dies, whose presence adds so much to the interest 
of our meeting, whom all young men seek assidu- 
ously to please, and whom even some old men 
would not willingly offend, willlisten with patience, 
at least, if not with pleasure, to details which, 
but for their importance, might be deemed tedious. 

The war of Independence threw upon the Fathers 
of the Revolution the double task of expelling a 
foreign foe from their shores, and, at the same 
time, of creating or adopting for themselves, at 
home, forms of civil government. How bravely, 
how perseveringly, how gloriously, the war of the 
Revolution was pushed forward, through trials and 
discouragements, all but insurmountable, to ite 
desired termination of acknowledged independence, 
is known to the wide world of civilized man. But 
a yet more glorious, because more rare and more 
difficult task, was that imposed upon them when 
called upon to tear down an old government aid 
build up a new one in its place. Here was the 
labor, this the achievment, the crowning glory of 
the American Revolution, that it established free- 


*Soon after the death of Mr. Plumer, which occurred Septem- 
ber eighteenth, 1854, we procured, through the kindness of the 
Rev. Mr. Stearns of Epping, New Hampshire, the original of this 
Address, and copied it. Qur copy was in the pessession of Hon, 
George W. Nesmith, one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of 
New Hampshire, for some considerable time, during which he 
made some notes and amendments which we hope to publish in 
some future number of the Magazine. The production of this 
interesting and valuable paper cannot fail to send joy to the 
heart of every gentleman of the legal profession, as well as every 
sta ‘ent of History, in New Hampshire. one 
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dom on the basis of constitutional rights. Inde- 
ndence, without free institutions, would have 

n but a doubtful blessing. TheSpanish Amer- 
ican colonies have, in our day, thrown off the yoke 
of the mother country, and established their inde- 
pendence; but it is a grave doubt in many reflect- 
ing minds, whether, on the whole, they have gain- 
ed by the change. They dre independent; but 
they are not free. Revolution has succeeded to 
revolution, and tyrant to tyrant, while the people 
have remained ignorant and unhappy, divided and 
oppressed ; and all for want of what our fathers 
80 largely displayed, the capacity for self-govern- 
ment, and the steady exercise of that capacit 
thtough the known forms of an established consti- 
tution. {n 1848, constitutions sprang up, all over 
cae me like mushrooms, in a single nignt; and 
perished as soon. France has formed constitutions 
without number, since ours was first established ; 
each pronounced perfect, at the time of its adop- 
tion, and each, i its turn, abrogated and annulled, 
awept out of sight, as unworthy of further endur- 
ance. Not so in this ‘country. The Constitution 
of the United States, established in 1789, has un- 
dergone no change whatever, in any of its provi- 
sions, for the last fifty-nine years. Our State 
constitutions, untoucned by the rude hand of vio- 
lence, have been changed, when changed at all, 
slowly and cautiously, in the spirit of conservative 
wisdom, intent to remove defects and supply defi- 
ciencies, but jealous of innovation, and careful to 
preserve what of good is already possessed and 
enjoyed. 

The era of the Revolution was also the era of 
written constitutions. All States, even the most 
despotic, have their constitutions; but they are 
not such in our sense of the word. The English 
have a constitution ; and for many important pur- 
poses, it is nota bad one. It consists of certain 
acknowledged principles, usages and institutions, 
long established among them, but taking, in their 
expression, for the most part, no precise form of 
written words. An act of Parliament may alter, 
abrogate, or annul the most sacred of these usages 
or institutions, and is, for all practical purposes, 
what it is often called by the lawyers, ee. 
But with us, there isa law above the jaw; a 
written rule of action, adopted, in the first instance, 
by the people themselves, in their primary assem- 
blies, to be afterwards altered only by their own 
act, superior to and binding on the ordinary legis- 
lative and judicial authorities of the State. This 
is our American idea of a constitution ; and it is 
among the many good things of which New Hamp- 
shire may be proud, that she was the first State in 
the Union to establisha written constitution. This 
honor has indeed been claimed for another State. 
‘« Virginia,” says Mr. Jefferson, ‘+ was not only 
the first of the States, but, I believe I may say, 
the first of the nations of the earth, which assem- 
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bled its wise men peaceably together, to forma 
fundamental constitution, to commit it to writing, 
and place it among its archives, where every one 
should be free to appeal to its text.’’ A reference 
to dates shows, at once, the incorrectness of this 
statement. The first Virginia constitution bears 
the date of June twelfth, 1776; that of New 
Hampshire went into operation more than five 
months earlier, January fifth, 1776. The consti- 
tutions of the other States were all formed ata 
later period, so that New [lampshire has the merit 
of having first set the example to the other States 
of a written constitution. The form of this first 
constitution is nut without interest, as exhibiting 
the rude outline of what became afterwards a 
much more perfect structure. 

The last act of royal authority exercised in New 
Hampshire was a Proclamation, issued by Govern- 
or Wentworth, at the Isles of Shoals, in Septem- 
ber, 1775. A Provincial Congress had been con- 
vened, at Exeter, in May of that year; and its 
recommendations, powerless in themselves, were 
regarded as law, by the sons of liberty in New 
Hampshire. But though public opinion supplied, 
for a time, the place of regular government, it was 
soon felt that some universally acknowledged au- 
thority, at all times necessary, was more than ever 
so in time of war and revolution. The Convention 
therefore instructed its delegates in Congress =‘ to 
obtain the advice and direction” of the Congress, 
with respect to a method for administering justice 
and regulating our civil police.”” When this ap- 
plication came before Congross, that body ** rec- 
ommended to the Provincial Convention of New 
Hampshire to call a full and free representation of 
the people, to establish such a form of govern- 
ment as will best support the happiness of the 
people, and most effectually secure peace and good 
order in the Province, during the continuance of 
the present dispute between Great Britain and the 
Colonies ;” for this, you will observe, was before 
the Declaration of Independence. John Sullivan, 
then a delegate in Congress from this State, is sup- 
posed, by John Adams, the earliest and most stren- 
uous advocate of Independence in that body, to 
have first suggested to his constituents this appli- 
cation to Congress for advice. When, in June, 
1775, Adams moved, in Congress, a recommenda- 
tion to the Colonies to set up governments of their 
own, inedpendent of the royal authority, ‘* Mr. 
Sullivan was,’’ he says, ‘“ fully with me in 
the necessity of instituting governments ; and he 
seconded me very handsomely in supporting the 
argument in Congress.’’ ‘The application. came 
from New Hampshire in October ; the advice was 
given in November ; and on receiving it here, a 
Convention was called, which met.at Exeter, De- 
cember twenty-first, 1775, and which finished its 
labors on the fifth of January, 1776, by adopting 
what. we have already said was the first written 
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constitution in the United States, In the pream- 
ble to that instrument, it was declared that this 
form of government was ‘‘ to continue during the 
— unhappy and unnatural contest with Great 

ritain ; protesting and declaring that we never 
sought to throw ‘off our dependence upon Great 
Britain, but felt ourselves happy under her protec- 
tion, while we could enjoy our constitutional rights 
and privileges ; and that we shall rejoice, if such 
a reconciliation between us and our parent State 
can be effected, as will be approved by the Con- 
tinental Congress, in whose prudence and wisdum 
we confide.”” Even this profession of good will 
towards the parent country did not satisfy all the 
members. ‘I'welve* of the delegates entered their 
protest against adopting the new form of govern- 
ment, ** because,’’ as they say, ‘it appears to us 
too much like setting up an independency of the 
mother country,’’ and ‘ because the Colunies of 
New York and Virginia, which are much larger 
and more opulent, and, we presume, much wiser, 
have not attempted anything of this kind: nor, as 
we can learn, ever desired it.’’ It was indeed a 
new and decisive measure, a step in advance of any 
yet taken, and sanctioned a the exawple of no 
other Colony. But the people of New Hampshire, 
ever forward in the assertion of their rights, would 
not be deterred by the hesitancy or delay of others. 
The men who were the first in America to seize a 
royal fort and carry off its stores, as Sullivan, 
Langdon and their associates had done, a year be- 
fore this, at Portsmouth, were not likely to shrink 
from any duty, however hazardous, which the ex- 
igencies of the times required. 

By this constitution, the powers of the govern- 
ment were vested in a House of Representatives 
and a Council; the latter to consist of twelve 
members; both branches to be chosen annually ; 
the Reprentatives by the towns, and the Council- 
lors by the eounties, in such manner as the Legis- 
lature should order. Noact or resolve was to be 
valid unless by both branches of the Legis- 
lature; and all grants and money bills were to 
originate in the House. All civil officers except 
Clerks of Courts, County Treasurers, and Record 
ers of Deeds, were to be appointed, and their terms 
of office fixed, by the Legtslature ; as were also all 
military and militia officers, except that the choice 
of company officers in the militia was left to the 
respective companies. As might have been ex- 
pected, from the novelty of the undertaking, the 
urgency of the times, and the inexperience of its 
authors, this first constitution was, in many re- 


*There is a comical error ia Force’s Archives, Volume fifth, 
page seventh, fourth Series. _He mistook “ North-hill,” the name 
of the Parish which Levi Dearborn represented, and which now 
constitutes the town of North Hampten, for the name of one of 
the dissenting members, and thus makes thirteen instead 


of twelve. The protest was not entered in the Convention, or 
Congress ; but in the House of Representatives, January twelfth, 
1776. See ante, page 152. Ww .F.G. 
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spects, aa imperfect form of 
tained no bill of rights, or definition of powers. 
It created no Judiciary deparment ; though it took 
tor granted the existence of courts, by leaving to 
the Judges the appointment of their own clerks. 
It. implied indeed the existence of many powers 
and agencies which it did not expressly name or 
create. Without such implication, the government 
could not have been administered for a single day. 

The great defeat, however, of this constitution 
was its want of a distinct Executive Department. 
1t provided for the appointment of no Governor, 
or chief executive magistrate, all power being 
concentrated in the two Houses. hile those 
were in session, they were at once law-makers and 
executors of the law. On their adjournment, this 
latter power was conferred on a Committee of Safe- 
ty, which consisted of the President of the Coun- 
ciland a number of other pereons, varying, at 
different times, from six to sixteen. The power of 
this committee was, for all practical pu , un- 
limited ; their commission being not unlike that of 
the Roman Dictator, to see *‘ that the public sus- 
tain no damage,’’—‘* Ne guid detriment: Respublica 
capiat.’’ ‘They had to contend, at once, with for- 
eign and doniestie foes; and their records show 
that, while they met the one boldly, they looked 
sharply after the other. Orders to enlist soldiers 
and supply provisions are intermingled with orders, 
not less stringent, to watch the disaffected and 
seize and imprison the tories. One of the latter 
told us, many years after, that New Hampshire 
never had a more energetic government, nor, as he 
was willing to admit, a more honest executive 
than the Committee of Safety; though they were 
sometimes, as he thought, a little hasty in their 
dealings with those who, like himself, felt tender 
in their consciences towards the King! We have 
searched in vain for an account, in any contempo- 
rary record, of the debates in this Convention. It 
was less a time for elaborate discussion, than for 
prompt decision and vigorous execution. Matthew 
Thornton, Mesheck Weare, Ebenezer Thompson, 
Wyeeman Claggett and Benjamin Giles were the 
committee appointed, December twenty-eighth, 
1775, to draught the constitution. They were 
among the most prominent members of the Con- 
vention. Others, who then were there or who af: 


terwards became Seingniees in the service of 


the State, were Thomas Bartlett, John Calte, John 
Dudley, Timothy Walker, Joseph Badger and Jon- 
athan Blanchard. 

The pane were not long in discovering the de- 
fects of this first constitution; and a second Con- 
vention met, at Concord, June tenth, 1778, for its 
amendment. John Langdon, William Whipple, 
John Pickering, Meshech Weare, Matthew Thorn- 
ton, Josiah Bartlett, Richard Dame, John Dudley, 
Timothy Walker, Noah Worcester, Timothy Far- 
rar, Ebenezer Thompson, Joseph Badger and Ben- 
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pememente It con-| jamin Bellows were among the most distinguished 


members of this assembly. Weare was appoint- 
ed President, and Thompson, Secretary. The 
Journals of this Convention are not now to be 
found, and we know littie of its proceedings beyond 
the final results. June fifth, 1779, it ordered the 
Constitution,* which it had formed, to be sent to 
the several towns in the State for the action of the 
ple on it. This instrament contained a short 
eclaration of Rights, ard a form of government 
in some rospects superior to the Constitution of 
1776, though in others it was less to be commend- 
ed. The Council was to be chosen, as before, by 
the counties, in certain defined proportions ; and 
the number of Councillors was to be increased 
with the increase of ulation in the several 
counties. The House of Representatives was tobe 
chosen by the towns ; each town having a hundred 
families to choose one member, and so in propor- 
tion for a larger number. The small towne were 
to be classed for the purpose of choosing members. 
A property qualification and a religious test a 
pear, for the first time, in this Constitution. fe 
provides that ‘+ All the ‘male inhabitants of the 
State, of lawful age, paying taxes and professing 
the Protestant religion, shall be deemed legal vot- 
ers, in choosing Councillors or Representative.” 
To be eligible for the place of Councillor or Rep- 
resentative, a person must have, in addition to 
the above qualifications, an estate of three hundred 
pounds, one half, at least, to be real estate. While 
it thus confined the right of suffrage and of office 
to Protestants, it provided that the Legislature 
should ‘+ make no law to infringe the right of con- 
science, or any other of the natural, inalienable 
rights of man.’’ ‘The right to vote or to be voted 
for, was not therefore, im their opinion, a natural 
or inalienable right. ‘This Constitution, like the 
first, made no provision fora Governor, or chief 
executive magistrate, and like that, left almost un- 
limited power in the Legislature. It recognized 
the exietence of courts, but did not establish any 
Judiciary Department. For these and other rea- 
sons, but not probably for its religious intolerance, 
or its property qualifications, it was rejected by 
the people. 

Still, however, there wag a very general desire 
for the introduction of some better form of govern- 
ment than the temporary and defective one then 
in force. A third Convention was therefore called ; 
which met at Concord, on the first Wednesdayt ef 
June, 1781. Its most distinguished members were 
George Atkinson, John Langdon, John Pickering, 
Jonathan M. Sewall, John T. Gilman, Joseph 


*We are the fortunate possessor of one of the original copies of 
this Constitution, printed on a single sheet, at Exeter, in 1779, by 
Zachariah Fowle. It will be found at the close —— 


I t the second Tuesday of June. 
a W. F. @. 
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Cilley, Nathaniel Peabody, John Dudley, Timo- 
thy Walker, Jobn Sullivan, Joseph Badger, Ebene- 
zer Webster, Timothy Farrar and Daniel New- 
comb. Atkinson was chosen President, and Sew- 
all, Secretary. After a brief session, the Conven- 
tion adjourned to the second Tuesday of Septem- 
ber; and having formed a Constitution, and sent 
it out to the re it adjourned to meet again on 
the fourth nesday of January, 1782. The 
Constitution, now formed, the third in the series, 
was favorably distinguished from the preveding, 
by the separation which it established between the 
three great departments of government, the Legis- 
lative, the Executive, and the Judiciary, making 
each, to a certain extent, independent of the other 
two, and, at the same time, a check on their a. 
ceedings. It was precceded by an ample Bill of 
Rights, the same, in most of its articles, as the 
one in our present Constitution. The islature 
was to consist of a Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, chosen annually, to meet on the first 
Wednesday of June. The Senate was to consist 
of twelve members, chosen in not less than five, 
nor more than ten districts; the districts to be 
formed.according to the proportion of the public 
taxes paid in each; property, and not popu’ation, 
being the basis on which the Senate voted. No 

rson could vote for Senators who had not a free- 
old estate, in his own right, of the value of one 
hundred peunds, or other estate to the amount. 
No ag 7 was eligible to the Senate who was not 
of the Protestant religion, and yorum in his 
own right, of an estate of the value of four hun- 
dred pounds, clear of debt. The House was to 
consist of fifty members, apportioned according to 
population among the several counties, and elect- 
ed by county conventions. The delegates to these 
conventions were to be chosen by the towns, one 
for every fifty ratable polls, and the smaller towns 
to be classed for that purpose. No person could 
be a delegate unless he were of the Protestant re- 
ligion ep of an estate of two hundred 
pounds value, clear of debt. ‘The counties were 
to be divided, according to their ratable polls, into 
a8 many districts as they were entitled to Repre- 
sentatives ; and these latter were to be chosen by 
the county conventions, out of their own body, 
each Representative to be elected for the district in 
which he resided. The chief executive power was 
lodged in a Governor, who was tu be chosen an- 
pually by the legal voters through the State. No 

raon was eli ible to the office of Governor, un- 
eas he were of the Protestant religion and pos- 
sessed of an estate of the value of one thousand 
poencs, clear of debt. Persons entitled to vote 
lor delegates to the county conventions were to be 
voters in the choice of Governor. When there 
was no choice by the people, the House was to se- 
lect two persons from the four highest candidates, 
and send them to the Senate, which was to chose 
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one of them for Governer. The Governor had a 
negative on the Legislature, no law being of force 
to which he should object, unless passed, after 
such objection, by three-fourths of the members of 
both Houses. The appointment of nearly all State 
officers was to be made by the Governor, with the 
advice of the Council. ° No person was eligible to 
the office of Governor for more than three out of 
every seven years, ‘‘ to prevent’’ says the Constitu- 
tion, ‘‘ an undue influence in this State, which the 
first magistrate thereof may acquire by the long 
possession of the important powers and trusts of 
that office ; as also to stimulate others to qualify 
themselves for the service of the public, in the 
highest stations.’ One might almost suspect, 
from this latter clause, that certain worthy aspir- 
ants for the chief magistracy, long repressed by 
the constant re-election of President Weare,* 
thought themselves, by this time, well nigh ‘quali- 
fied for the service of the public, in the highest 
stations!’’? ‘The Council was to consist of five per- 
sons, t> be chosen annually from the people at 
large, by joint ballot of the two Houses; the 
qualification of Councillors being the same as that 
of Senators.t At the expiration of every seven 

years, another Convention was to be called ‘ to 
correct any violations of the Constitution, as well 
as to make such alterations therein, as from ex- 
perience may be found necessary.’’ 

It will be seen, even from this imperfect analy- 
sis,—imperfect, because I would not tax your pa- 
tience too severely by going more into detail,—that 
the Constitution now pro , contained, for the 
first time, in this State, a form of government ful- 
ly developed, and similar, in most of its provisions, 
to that under which we now live. The most strik- 
ing difference was that respecting the choice of 
the House of Representatives, which, though more 
correct in principle than the mode since adopted, 
was complicated in its details, and interferred ma- 
terially with the established system of town repre- 
sentation. On the subject of religion, the Bill of 
Rights gave the Legislature power ‘ to authorize, 
from time to time, towns, parishes, and other bod- 
ies corporate, or religious societies, within this 
State, to make adequate pr. vision, at their own 
expense, for the support of Protestant teachers of 
piety, religion and morality ;” giving to such bod~ 
ies ** the exclusive right of electing their own 
public teachers ;”” and providing that ** no person 
of one particular religious sect or denomination 
shall be compelled to contribute to the support of 


*Mesheck Weare wav President of New Hampshire from 1776 
to 1784. W. F.G. 

{Nore By THe AvrHor. There was introduced in this Consti- 
tution, what had been omitted in the two former, a separate de- 
partment of the government under the head of the Judiciary 
Power. The Judges were to hold their offices during good be- 
havior, subject to removal by the Governor, with the consent of 
the Council, or the address of both houses of the Legislature. 
They might ale» be removed on impeachment, by the House, 
and tried by che Seuate. 





176 


the teacher or teachers of another persuasion, sect, 
or denomination.” It will be obsorved that this 
Constitution required a religious qualification in 
the candidate for office, and a property qualifica- 
tion in both the electors and the elected. Proper- 
ty was made the basis of representation in the 
Senate, and the possession of property necessary 
for the exercise of the elective franchise in the 
choice of Governor and of Senators. Partly for 
these reasons, but more, probably, from the mode 
in which the House of Representatives was con- 
stituted, the present Constitution, like the one be- 
fore proposed, was rejected by the le. 

Not discouraged by. this ill mee their la- 
bors, the Convention proceeded, on its re-assem- 
bling, to make such alterations in the rejected 
Constitution as might render it acceptable to their 
constituents ; and on the third Tuesday of August, 
1782, submitted it again to the. popular revision. 
Among the alterations now pro » Was one pro- 
viding that every male inhabitant of the State, 
twenty-one years of age, and paying a poll tax, 
should have a right to vote for Governor, Senators, 
Representatives and other State officers. The 
Senators were to have a freehold estate of two 
hundred pounds; the Representatives, property to 
the value of one hundred pounds, half freehold. 
But the principal alteration made was iv the basis 
of representation in the House. Instead of the 
former mode, it was now provided that every 
town, parish, or place entitled to town privileges, 
having one hundred and fifty ratable polls, should 
be entitled to elect one member. Four hundred 
and fifty polls entitled the town to two members, 
and so in proportion, making three hundred the 
meat increasing ratio for every additional Repre- 
sentative. ‘The freehuld qualification for the Gov- 
ernor was reduced from one thousand to five hun- 
dred pounds; and the disqualification, as to his 
being elected not more than three years in seven, 
was removed. ‘The Constitution, thus amended, 
was again submitted to the people, and the Con- 
vention adjourned to meet again on the last Tues- 
day of December, 1782. It met at that time, and 
continued to hold sessions, by successive adjourn- 
ments, till October thirty-first, 1783, when the 
Constitution, as finally approved by the people, 
was declared adopted by the Convention. Among 
the alterations made, in the last revision, was a 
return to the title of President, instead of Gover- 
nor, as the name of the chief executive magis- 
trate. This officer was, at the came time, stripped 
of much of the power at first conferred on bim by 
the Convention. He was to preside in the Senate, 
with a right to vote in all cases, and with a caet- 
ing vote in case of a tie. But his veto was taken 
from him. This Constitution went into operation 
on the first Wednesday of June, 1784; the old 
one haying been in force about eight years and a 
half. 


HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


[October, 


At the expiration of the seven years after which 
a revision of the Constitution was to be made, 
another Convention was called. This Convention, 
the fourth in order of these assemblies, met at 
Concord, September seventh, 1791. Among its 
most distinguished members were John Pickering, 
Edward 8. Livermore, Samuel Tenney, Christopher 
Toppan, William Plumer, Nathaniel Rogers, Jo. 
seph Cilley, Abial Foster, Timothy Walker, John 
Calfe, Nathaniel Peabody, Thomas Cogswell, 
Joshua Atherton, Jeremiah Smith, Benjamin 
Pierce, William Page, Daniel Newcomb, Nahum 
Parker and Samuel Livermore. Livermore was 
chosen President, and Calfe, Secretary. After a 
session of ten days, the Convention adjourned to 
February eighth, 1792, having appointed a com- 
mittee of ten, two from a county, to report to the 
adjourned meeting such amendments as it might 
be expedient to submit to the people for their 
adoption. The report of this committee was acted 
on by the Convention, and seventy-two amend- 
ments were sent out to the people. Of these, 
forty-six were adopted, and twenty-six rejected. 
As some of the amendments adopted were incon- 
sistent with parts of the Constitution retained, it 
was necessary to submit the matter again to the 
people for their action on it. On the filth of Sep- 
tember, the Convention again met, and in two 
days completed its labors ; the people having rati- 
fied their proceedings by the requisite majority of 
two thirds of those voting on the amendments pro- 
posed. In the Bill of ‘Rights no changes were 
made ; but in other parts of the Constitution many 
alterations and additions were introduced. 1t was 
provided, among other things, that, for the choice 
of Senators, the Legislature should divide the 
State into twelve districts, having reference to the 
proportion of taxes paid in each district ; such 
districts to be made as nearly equal as may be 
without dividing towns. The title of President 
was changed for that of Governor ; and when there 
was no choice of this officer by the people, the two 
Houses were to elect, by joint ballot, one out of 
the two highest candidates. The Governor’s veto 
might be overruled by two-thirds, instead, as be- 
fore, of three fourths of the votes of both Houses. 
The Judges were not to hold their offices after they 
had atttained the age of seventy. The sense of 
the people was to be taken, at the expiration of 
every seven years, as to calling a Convention tore- 
vise the Constitution. The amendments proposed 
by such Convention were to become parts of the 
Constitution when approved by two thirds of the 
qualified voters, present and: voting on the subject. 

The Constitution, thus amended, went into op- 
eration on the first Wednesday of June, 1793 ; the 
old one baving been in force just nine years. It 
proved so satisfactory to the people that, though 
at every septennial term the question of revision 
was propounded, it was not till 1850 that another 
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Convention, the fifth in the series, was called. 
This Convention met at Concord on the sixth of 
November of that year, and closed its sessions, 
after two adjournments, on the seventeenth of 
April, 1851. Of this Convention, Franklin Pierce 
was President, and Thomas J. Whipple, Secretary. 
The sixty years, which had well nigh elapsed be- 
tween the calling of the last and the meeting of 
the present Convention, had removed by death all 
but one* of the members of the furmer assembly ; 
and even he did not live to see the close of the 
resent Convention. With the generation which 
formed the Constitution of 1792, had also passed 
away many of the ideas and the maxims to which 
it owed ita birth; so, at least, we should infer 
from the proceeedings of the new Convention, 
which altered materially many of the most impor- 
tant provisions of the old Constitution. The sixth 
article of the Bill of Rights was so amended as to 
authorize —— societies (instead of towns) to 
provide for the support of — (omitting the 
word Protestant) teachers of piety, religion, and 
morality. The religious test and the property 
qualification were, in all cases, abolished, as was 
also the property basis of representation in the 
Senate. The Courts were authorized to try the 
facts, as well as the law, in cases where the par- 
ties should agree to such mode of trial. Power 
was given to the Legislature, in all cases, to alter, 
amend, or repeal any legislative act conferring 
corporate powers, whenever the public good might 
uire such alteration, amendment, or repeal. 
All elections in the Legislature were to be viva 
voce; and all elections by the people, by a plural- 
ity of votes. The Legislature was not, without a 
vote of two thirds of the members of both Houses, 
to involve the State in debt beyond the sum of one 
hundred thousand dollars, except in case of war or 
insurrection ; and towns were prohibited from lend 
ing money, giving the credit of their names to or 
owning stocksin any corporation. No lotteries were 
to be authorized or allowed in the State. On the 
subject of representation in the House, it was pro- 
vided that towns having one hundred and seventy- 
five polls should have one member; those havin 
seven hundred and fifty polls, two members ; fif- 
teen hundred and fift _— three members ; 
twenty-five hundred me | fifty polls, fuur members ; 
and so in proportion, making one thousand ratable 
polls the mean increasing number for each addi- 
tional representative after the third. Towns hav- 
ing less than one hundred and seventy-five ratable 
polls were to be classed, or might be represented 
in times proportioned to their numbers. ‘The Gov- 
ernor, Lieutenant Governor, a new officer now first 
created, and the members of both Houses of the 


*Ex-Governor William Plumer, father: of the author of this 
Address, who died December twenty sccond, 1850. 
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Legislature were to be elected biennially. Tho 
Senate was to consist of thirty members, chosen 
in fifteen districts, composed of equal numbers of 
ratable polls. The Council was abolished ; and 
the appointments, made by the Governor, were to 
be with the advice and consent of the Senate. The 
Secretary of State and the State Treasurer were to 
be chosen by the people of the State, the County 
Treasurers and Registers of Deeds My the counties. 
Under the head of the Judiciary Power, it was 
provided that there should be chosen, in each town, 
not less than two nor more than three Trial Justi- 
ces, who should have exclusive original jurisdiction 
in all civil cases where the amount in controversy 
should not exeeed fifty dollars ; this sum to be en- 
a by the Legislature to one hundred dollars, 
if they see fit, and the jurisdiction confined to cases 
where the title to real estate is not involved ; either 
party having, in all cases, the right to a trial by 
jury ; such jury to consist of not more than six 
persons. The Judges of the Superior Court, the 
Attorney General and Road Commissioner were to 
be chosen by the people of the State, and to hold 
their offices for six years ; County Judges, Judges 
of Probate, Registers of Probate, Sheriffs and 
County Solicitors, by the counties, for four years ; 
and Police Magistrates and Trial Justices, by the 
towns, for two years. A Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction and a Commissioner of Agricul- 
turewere to be chosen by the people of the 
State, to hold their offices fur two years. Future 
amendments, if pro by two successive Leg 
islatures and adopted by two thirds of the voters 
through the State, present and voting on the 
subject, were to become thereby and thenceforth 
parts of the Constitution; such amendments 
not to be proposed oftener than once in six 
years. ; 

The Constitution, thus altered and amended, 
was laid before the people for their decision on it. 
This decision was, on every point, adverse to the 
proposed amendments, not one of which obtained 
even a majority of the votes cast, much less the 
two thirds required for its adoption ; so that this 
thorough revision, as it was called, of the old Con- 
stitution, deemed so important by many in the 
Convention, was totally rejected by the people. 
The final meeting of the Convention, to receive this 
unfavorable response, was coincident with the 
tremendous North East storm which swept over 
Now England in April 1851, known along he 
coast for its many shipwrecks, and especially for 
the destruction of the lighthouse in Boston harbor. 
As the Members came in, wet and shivering from 
the storm, shorn of their glory and humbled by 
the disapprobation of their constituents, we, 
who, as it happened, were of the number, could 
emerging be reminded of Milton’s fallen angels, 
not but from the pool, at the -call of their Jead- 
er, astonished and abashed at this strange and 
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most unlooked for result. The proud Whig, 
the triumphant Democrat, the power-defying Free 
Soiler, 
“ All these and more came thronging ; but with looks 
Downcast and damp ;” 


damp and dripping from the storm, which roared 
and thundered round these nite walls; and 
downcast and dispirited, from this most signal and 
unex unanimity of popular condemnation on 
their doings. It was amusing indeed, as well as 
instructive, to compare the confident anticipations, 
the earnest debates, and the careful precautions 
of the Convention, in its earlier stages, us if life 
and death depended on its slightest movements, 
with thie most ‘‘ lame and impotent conclusion”’ 
of its vaunted labors. It was my fortune—- good 
‘er bad—to belong to this Convention ; and sur- 
prised more than discouraged at the result, not 
surprieed that parte were rejected, but that the 
“whole was discarded in a mass, I thought it be- 
came us,'like the Convention of 1781, to revise, 
once more, the whole of our amendments; and, 
orrecting -what was wrong in the first attempt, 
-and retaining-much which was good, to appeal to 
-*¢ the sober second thoughts of the people,’’ for the 
~reversal, on some points at least, of their furmer 
‘hasty decision. ‘But the general feeling was all 
the other way. ‘Discouraged by its previous ill 
success, the:Convention sent out, for a second tri- 
al, only three of ‘its former-‘amendmente ; the first 
dispensing with the religious test; the second, 
abolishing the property qualification, and the third. 
providing a new mode for making future amend- 
ments. Even of these, the second only was adopt- 
ed by the people; eo'that the orily change which, 
on the maturest conzideration, the people ef New 
Hampshire, after an experience of nearly sixty 

re, saw fit to make in the Constitution, was 
the abolition of this property qualification ‘for 
ofice—a provision which had never been much re- 
garded in practice, and, of late, mot atall. That 
some of the changes proposed by the Convention 
and rejected by the people, were improvements on 
the old Constitution, there can be little question ; 
‘others, of a more doubtful character, were yet not 
unworthy of a trial; but there were some others, 
‘particularly that providing a ratio of representa- 
tion in the House, so decidedly bad, that one can 
hardly imagine them tolerable under any circum- 
stances. 


-° The large number of members in the House, 
compared with the small number in the Senate, 
three hundred to twelve, was, in the first instance, 
ane of the chief reasons for calling the Conven- 
tion. The obvious remedy for this acknowledged 
*“eyil would have been to fix on the proper number 
of tatives, and then to divide the State 
into as many districts as there mere members of 
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the House to be chosen.* This had already been 
done in the analogous cases of Senators and Coun. 
cillors ; and if adopted in the choice of Represen- 
tatives, the republican theory of equal numbers 
having equal right in the choice of rulers and in 
the enactment of the laws, would have been car- 
ried into practical operation, in every department 
of the government. This however would have de- 
prived the small towns of the disproportionate 
representation which they then enjoyed. When 
the basis of representationt was fixed in 1783, 
there were so few large towns that the system was 
essentially a representation of numbers, though 
nominally one of towns. Eight years later, the 
inequality, though considerable, was still not very 
glaring. But between that period and 1850, the 
introduction of manufactures and the mechanic 
arts, the growth of commerce, and the general in- 
crease of wealth bad drawn the people more into 
masses ; and, if the House was now to be reduced, 
it was clear that the number from the small towns 
must be greatly lessened, or the large places could 
not have their equal share in the representation. 
But the small towns, far from intending to surren- 
der any portion of the power which they already 

, were not unwilling to increase it. Un- 
fortunately, the supposed party interests of the 
eee in the Convention, concurred with this 
ambition of the small towns; and the result of the 
whole was that the basis of representation adopted 
by the Convention, put it in the power of one 
third of the qualified voters in the State to elect a 
majority of the Representatives; leaving the other 
two thirds in a minority. This was too evidently 
unjust to receive the sanction of the people. There 
were concuring causes of disgust{ with the pro- 
ceedings of the Convention ; “but this was so ob- 
vious and undeniable, that we cannot wonder at 
the unpopularity attached, from the moment of its 
adoption, to the Convention itself, or that the peo- 
ple should have rejected the amendments proposed 
to them, in a mass, however good some of them 
might be. This particular amendment, however, 
was condemned by a stronger vote than any other 
which was separately submitted to the people. It 
may therefore safely be inferred, notwithstanding 
‘the proceedings of this Convention, that the dem- 


*The author interlined this sentence as follows,— first divide 
“‘ the State into as many senatorial districts as there were senators 
“to be chosen, and'then to subdivide those senatorial districts into 
“as many representative districts” [as there were members of the 

W. F.G. 


t[Note by the Author. The basis of representation has been 
from first to last the most difficult question to be sotved. To pre- 
serve the town representation, without departing from equality of 
representation, and to secure a House not unmanageably large, 
have been the points of most difficult solution in this most impor- 
tant and fundamental! problem inthe theory of government.) 

fit is the duty of the Aistorian to record facts. Allowance 
should, aps, here be made for the Author’s political proclivi- 
ties, which were strongly euposed to the Democratic majority ia 
the Convention. 4 W.F.G. 
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ocratic tendencies of the age are towards equality 
ot representation, rather than to any partial sys 
tem of unequal power in small local corporations. 
The Convention of 1850, though thus insuccess- 
ful in its labors, was com of some of the 
most distinguisbed men in the State, numbering 
among its members one Judge of the Supreme 
Uourt of the United States, several State J udges, 
two Ex-Governors, several Senators and Represen- 
tatives in Congress, and the present President of the 
United States. 1 forbear to mentien others not less 
worthy, though less distinguished by high offices, 
than these. Yuu may have felt some surprise, and 
rhaps incredulity, when in speaking of former 
Jonventions, 1 mentioned, as among their distin- 
guished members, men whose very names some of 
you may never have heard befere. And yet it ia 
eveo 60; and 60 indeed it must always be. Men 
who think themeelvcs great, and who really are 
Uistinguished in their day and generation, pass 
rapidly from the stage of action, and drop quietly 
out of sight and out of memory, in the succeeding 
age. Weare apt to think that the great men of 
our day can never be forgotten; not reflecting that 
an hundred generations of men, equally distin- 
ished, have already disappeared, leaving only 
ere and there asingle name, towering, in solitary 
randeur, amidst the ruins of the past. Many 
Tote men, says Horace, lived before Agamemnon ; 
but they are unknown because they had no poet 
to celebrate their exploits. 


Viatre fortes’ante Agamemnona 
Multi: sed omnes illachrimabiles 
Urguentur ignotique lonya 
Nocte carent quia vate sacre. 


Vain was the chief’s, the sage’s pride ; 
They had we poet, and they died. 

Zn vain they schemed, in vain they bled ; 
They hud no poet, and are dead, 


In other words, gentlemen, to come down from 
Latin to English, from poetry to prose, from fic- 
tion to fact, there were no historians, no reviewers, 
in those days. Great men lived, we may welll be- 
lieve, before the date of written history; but 
their deeds are unrecorded, and their memory has 
perished from the earth. And this brings us, 
gentlemen, to reflect on the me object of 
our institution as.an Historical Society, which is 
to record the deeds of the past, for the benefit of 
the present and the future. Of the many able 
meo, which New Hampshire as well as other States 
has produced within the last seventy or eighty 
years, how little is now distinctly known among 
us; and how much of that little is passing quick- 
ly into oblivion! How much is already lost, which 
can never be recovered! How little do we really 
know of the distinguished men who, within that 
period, have successively administered the State 
gvernment ; how little of their friends and op- 
ponents, the leading politicians of the State; of 
its clergymen, ite lawyers, its physicians, ts sehol- 
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are and its men of letters—or, what is hardly less 
worth knowing, ite farmers, its me:chants, its 
mechanics and its marufacturers! In the varivus 
departments of thought andaction, much has been 
done among us, whieh ought not to be forgotten ; 
much remains unrecorded, which should not so 

rish. We have, as yet, no history of the Law 
in New Hampshire ; none of Medicine; none of 
the Church ; none of our Agriculture, Commerce, 
or Manufactures. Al these are subjects of liberal 
enquiry, and may well en the attention of 
men of leisure and wealth. lt is the business, 
may I not say, the duty, of our Suciety, to gather 
up the fragments of our history while they are yet 
to be found among us, and to preserve with care, 
if we do not ourselves add to them, the materials 
for the 4uture historian of New Hampshire. 

Qf the more prominent members of the Conven- 
tions whose preceedings we bave thus briefly pass- 
ed in review, it would be in my power to give you 
here some account, if I had not already occupied 
too much of your time to hope for mach more of 
your attention. Only the briefest possible notices 
of a few of them will now be attempted. I have 
mentioned John Sullivan* as having probably sug- 
— the calling of the first Convention, though 

co was net a member of it. He was, about this 
time, appointed toa high command in the army 
of the Revolution, and was subsequently Attorney 
General, President ef the State, and District Judge 
of New Hampshire. The name of Sullivan is dis- 
tinguished in our aneals, as having on us a triple 
claim to respect. Father, son and grandson have 
held, in succession, sume of the highest offices in 
the State; and the latter is still among us, to add 
fresh honors, in his owa person, to the name which 
he so worthily bears. This is an instance of hered- 
itary authority—an aristocracy, if you choose so 
to call it, te which, republican as we are, we do 
not vbjert; r, influence, office, transmitted 
from generation to generation, not by the accident 
ot birth, but by the succession of merit, 

Josiah Bartlett, a member of the second Con- 
ventiou, had something of the same felicity, in 
leaving behind him sons whe inherited some por- 


*John Sullivan was born in Somersworth, New Hampshire, 
February eighteenth, 1740; read Law with Hon. Isaac Liver 
more of Portsmouth 3 was Attorney General from 1782 to 1786 ; 
died at his home in Darham, New Hampshire, January twenty- 
third, 1795. His Military Services and Public Life have been 
written by Hon. Thomas C. Amory of Boston, and published by 
Jo:1 Munsel, Esq. of Albany, New York. 

George, son of John, was bornin Durham, New Hampshire, in 
1772 ; graduated at Harvard College in 1790 ; commenced the 
practice of Law in Exeter, New Hampshire; was a member of the 
General Court in 1805 and 1818 5 Representative in Congress in 
Congress in 1811, and 1812; State Senator in 1814 and 1815; 
Attorney Gen-ral from 1805 to 1806, and again from 1815 to 1835, 
when he resigned. He died at Exeter, June fourteeath, 1838. 

John, son of George, was bora in Exeter ; educated at ‘* Phii- 
“ lips’ Exeter Academy;” read Law with his father; was Solicitor 
for Rockingham County from 1828 to 1838; Judge of Probate 
the same county from 1838 to 1848 ; Attorney General from 1 
till he died, November seventeenth, 1862, aged nen re 
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tion, at least, of their father’s favor with the pub- 
lic. He was himself a delegate to the Continen- 
tal Uongress, Chief Justice of the Superior Court, 
and President of theState. Thesons, Levi, Josiah, 
and Ezra, were all men of note, and held places of 
honor in the public service. A son of the latter 
Jately xtoned a reputable life, by an untimely and 
lamentable death. 

Among the members vi more than one of these 
conventions, another name, which, for three gen- 
erations, has been conspicuous in the history of 

: New Hampshire, is that of Atherton. Joshua 

' Atherton, though oppoeed to the Revolution, so far 

- outlived the unpopulority* of his ear:y course as 

- to hold, besides his seat in two conventions, the of- 
fice, for many years, of Attorney General of the 
State. His son, Charles G. Atherton, besides his 
services in the State Legislature and in the Con- 
vention of 1850, had been a member of both 
Houses of ‘Thirty-fourth Congress, and is now again 
in the Senate of the United States.t 

The Livermores are another instance of a suc- 
cession of able men in the same family. Samuel, 
Arthur and Edward were all distinguished in the 
public service. Samuel wascignt years Chief Jus- 


tice, and twice elected to the Senate of the United 
States. Edward was a Judge of the Superior 


*Hon. Joshua Atherton was a sop of Peter, of Harvard, Mass., 
born April twelfth, 1705 ; who was ason of Joshua, of Lancas- 
__ ter, Mass., born May thirteenth, 1656; who was a son of James, 

of Dorchester, Mass. Joshua graduated at Harvard Qollege in 
1762, and settled in Amherst, New Hampshire, previous to the 
Revolution. We have searched in vain after his so-called * un- 
popularity.” His political enemies were determened to make him 
“unpopular. A writ was issued, in 1777, for his arrest, but it 
appears he was not arrested. The name of John Holland was insert- 
rted in the same writ, and also the namesof Benjamin Whiting, 
Leonard Whiting, Richard Cutts Shanvon, Samuel Cummings 


* and Williaw Cummings of Hollis, Shannon, Leonard Whiting and 


William Cummings were arrested. Stephen Uolland of London- 
derry and Elisha Woodbury were arrested. It was a time 
when * heresy in political opinion generated popular excesses.” 
Stephen Holland declared publicly, in 1775, that “he was ready 
to assist his countrymen in the glorious course of liberty, at the 
“ risk of his life and fortune ;” yet he was proscribed and banish- 
ed, and his estate confiscated, in 1778 Jobn Holland was also 
proscribed and banished. Joshua Atherton was a highly edu- 
cated and refined gentleman who always paid particular atten- 
tien to his own business, at his home in Amherst. He gave his 
political enemies too much rope. At the close of the war he ap- 
pears to have been the most popular man in that town. In 
1787, he was elected a delegate to the Convention in New Hamp 

shire which ratified the Federal Consitution. He strove hard to 
defeat its ratification, unless certain amendments were adopted. 
He voted against its adoption ; the town instructed him so to do. 
Ebenezer Webster, the father of the great Statesman, was a del- 
egate to that Convention from Salis’ . He did not vote on 
the final question. George Ticknor Curtis, in his Life of Web- 
ster, says he did vote to ratify, but Mr. Curtis is mistaken. If 
Mr. Curtis will come up here, with hfs friend Judge Nesmith, and 
breakfast with me, some laughing June morning, I will andeavor 
to show to them that there is reason to believe that Daniel Web- 
ster’s father was opposed to the adoption of the Federal Uonsti- 
tution. Mr. Atherton was also a delegate to the State Constitu- 
‘tional Convention in 1791-1792 ; a member of the General Court 


iu 1792; State Senator in 1793, and Attorney General of the | © 


Btate.frow 4793 to 1801. He died April third, 1809. 


W. F.G, 


” #Rhe sentence is interlined as'follows,—“t was in the Senate at 
\ & the,time'of his decease.” He died in Manchester, New Hamp- 
~ghire; November fifteenth, 1853. W.F.@.! 


Court and member of Congress. Arthur long oc- 
cupied his father’s place on the Bench; and was 
also, several years; a member of Congress. He 
etill remains among us, @ worthy samsple of the 
able men bred in the turmoil of the Revolution- 
ary period, retaining, in his uld age, much of the 
vivacity of his earlier days, and full of interesting 
reminiscences of the past. 

Benjamin Pierce, who was a member of the 
Convention of 1793, bad been aff officer in the 
Army of the Revolution, and was afterwards Goy- 
ernor of the State. He sent two sone to the Con- 
vention of 1850; and has since given to the Union 
a President of the United States. It would be 
easy to mention other members of these Conven- 
tions, who have bequeathed worthy sons to the 
public service. But these may suffice to show that, 
however democratic in our principles, we have no 


jealousy of hereditary power, provided it be won 


by hereditary worth. 

Ia the Convention of 1776, there was no one 
whose presence inspired more confidence and re- 
speet than that of Meshech Weare. Though not 
a young man when the Revolution began, neither 
the usual timidity of age, nor the offices which he 
held under the royal government, prevented his 
taking early a decided part with his countrymen 
in the arduous and, as it then seemed, doubttul 
struggle. He was, during the whole war, Presi- 
dent of the Council, President of the Committee 
of Safety and Chief Justice of the State ; a com- 
bination, in his own person, of Legislative, Exec- 
utive and Judicial offices, whieh, to say that he 
did not abuse them, either for his own emolument 
or to the injury of others, is to pronounce on him 
an eulogium which few, in the same situation, 
would have deserved. It isa pleasing proof that 
the serviees of the Revolutionary Fathers are not 
forgotten by their descendants, that the Legislature 
in 1852 ordered the erection, at the public expense, 
of a monument over the remains of this first Pres- 
ident and Chief Justice of the State. 

Matthew ‘Thornton, another member of the first 
Convention, has secured for himself a memorial 
more lasting than granite, monumentum ere peren- 
nius, by inscribing his name among the immortals 
on the roll of the Declaration of Independence. 
He was afterwards one of the Judges of the Supe- 
rior Court; and I way relate, in thie connexion, 
an anecdote, which I have never seen in print, 
though there is-no doubt of itestruth. John Pick- 
ering, afterwards Chicf Justice, was counsel in 2 
case before the Superior Court; when, in the 
midst of an earnest argument, he perceived that 
Judge Thornton, instead of listening to him, was 
reading a book which he held im his hand, 
and on which he seemed intent ; while anoth- 
er of the Judges, with. his head reclined onhis 
shoulder and his eyes closed, was ene: 
quite audible, throngh-the-nose, of: his happy: ob- 
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livion of the cares and vexations of Court. Not 
unreasonably provoked at this indifference of the 
Court to his eloquence, the impassioned advocate 
turned his back short upon the bench, and said, 
with strong emphasis, ‘¢ Gentlemen of the Jury— 
my unfortunate client has no hupe but in your at- 
tention, since the’Court,'in their wisdom, will not 
condescend to hear him.’’ This sentence, followed 
by a dead pause in his speech, brought Court and 
bar and specta@ors all to a sudden etand. The 
jury were wide awake ; the sleeping Judge, start- 
ing suddenly up, rubbed his eyes, and, looking 
wistfully round for the cauee of this unwonted in- 
terruption to his elumbers, resumed his seat as 
suddenly as he had left it, quite abashed at the 
awkward exhibition which he had made of himeelf, 
and but little wiser than when he rose. Thornton, 
alone tranquil and unmoved amidst the general 
excitement, said very innocently, just raising his 
eyes from the book ; ‘‘ When you have anything 
to offer, Mr. Pickering, which is pertinent to the 
case on trial, the Court will be happy to hear you. 
In the meantime, I may as well resume - read- 
ing.’’ Will it be regarded as an apology for this 
indecorum, or as an aggravation of the offence, 
that the book which the Judge was so intently 
reading, was the seductive novel of ‘Tom Jones; 
and that lost to all aronnd him, he was laughing 
heartily to himself at the coarse humors of Squire 
Western, while Pickering was growing pathetic 


over the sufferings of his client? As to his worthy 
associate, let us not, on a day like this, judge him 


harshly. He was fat and heavy; and the sweat 
was pouring copiously down his ample cheeks as he 
sat nodding in the fever heat of a July sun, siream- 
ing in through the window at his back, in that day 
of primitive simplicity, without blind or a curtain, 

John Pickering was a member of the Conven- 
tions of 1779 and 1781, in both of which he took 
a prominent part.* Of the latter there 1s reason 
to think that he was the most active and influen- 
tial member. This I infer, among other reasons, 
from a letter of Judge Smith to my father, in 
which he gays of Pickering that the Constitution 
of 1783 was+*a favorite child of his own beget- 
‘“‘ting.”? He was equally conspicuous in the Con- 
vention which, in 1788, ratified the Constitution 


of the United States. He was appointed, in 1790, | 


Chief Justice of the Superior Court, and probably 
brought to that bench more law-learuing than any 
Judge who had sat there before him. His end 
however was unfortunate. He was made District 
Judge of New Hampshire by Washington, in 


*Interlined, “see the note about Pickering,” which is as 
follows. “ August fifth, 1833, W.P to John Farmer. It was 
“ reported near the time, that the Adfiress to the people which ac- 
“companied the proposed Constitution of 1781, was written by 
“Jonathan M.Sewell and John Pickering, and that John Sullivan 
“and John Piekering wrate that of 1782. A considerable portion 
“* of the latteris a liberal cqpy of the former, but some paragraphs 
“ are omitted and others adiled. Letters 8.374.” 
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1795. But the hypochondria which, at an earlier 
period, had sometimes rendered him unfit for bu- 
siness, was, at length, aggravated into madness, 
He was impeached before the Senate of the Unit- 
ed States, and removed fiom office in 1804, on the 
charge of high crimes and misdemeaners; not 
without the strenuous opposition of those who 
could not see in insanity a crime, nor in mental 
alienation a high misdemeanor. 

Another member of the Convention of 1779, 
was Juhn Langdon. He and John Taylor Gilman, 
who were together in the succeeding Convention, 
were, for many years. at the head of the two great 
political parties in this State. Without the ad- 
vantages of a polish education, men of stron 
sense rather than of genius, they both ‘ 
in an eminent degree, the qualities which inspire 
confidence and secure the SS ceneinnal posses- 
sion of the public favor. Gilman was Governor 
of the State for fourteen years. With no great 
brilliancy of mind or much general information, 
he had a ready apprehension, a sound judgment, 
great firmness of purpose, and steadiness of pur- 
suit in what he regarded as the publie good. He 
too was one of three, the Chief among the mighty, 
of the Gilmans ; his brothers, Nathaniel, who was 
for many years Treasurer, and Nicholas, who was 
a member of the Convention which formed the 
Constitution of the United States, and twice Sen- 
ator in Congress. The Exeter influence, which 
was substantially the Gilmau influence, long gov- 
erned the State. 

John Langdon was two years President, six 
years Governor, and twelve years Senator in Con- 
gress. He had a native grace and amenity of 
manners, a dignified yet aflabledeportment, which 

ve him great influence, where he was persovhlly 

nown. ‘* Governor Langdon,”’ said Daniel Web- 
ster to us, just before his death, ‘* was, for a man 
‘¢ who had originally no advantages. of education, 
‘¢ the most perfect gentleman | eversaw.”’ His dig- 
nity of demeanor had in it no haughtiness of man- 
ner ; his condescension no coarseness of feeling. 
Polite and courteous to all, he never lost in famil- 
iarity the respect of his associates, nor wounded 
their self-esteem by any assumption of superiority. 
Woodbury Langdon, who was thought by many 
an abler maa than the Governor, used to say of 
him: ** My brother John takes off his hat to every 
** negro in the street; and he would pat a dog on 
‘¢ the head, rather than throw stones at him, when 
‘the barks.’”? Woodbury Langdon, on the contrary, 
was rather apt to throw stones, which hit now and 
then rather hard, and sometimes brought back oth- 
ersashardonhim. To me, Governor Langdon said, 
in his old age: “ Use gentle words, Mr. Plumer,-in 
‘“‘ your intereourse with man. They cost nothing, 
+¢and they go a great way.’’ This was, in fact, 
the secret of much of his success in life; kindness 
of manner, combined with firmness of purpose. 
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A very different man, yet not inferior in native 
powers of mind, was John Dudley, a member of 
the Conventions of 1776and 1779, and for thir- 
teen yeais a Judge of theSuperior Court. I would 
tell, if there was time for it, some curious anec- 
dotes of this illiterate, but strong minded and up- 
right Judge. ‘ Gentlemen of the jury,’’ he would 
say, * _ and I know but little law, that is, law- 
‘+ yers’ law; but we do know what is right, and we 
** can do no justice between man and man. If there 
‘+ js anything more, in the present case, let the law- 
‘*-yers look to it. We need not trouble our heads 
‘* with their nice distinctions.’’ I need hardly add 


that, law or no law, he very generally carried the 


joy with him. 

imothy Farrar was another member of the 
Convention of 1779, who, though like Dudley not 
bred to the bar, filled successively, for many years, 
a seat on both benches, with credit to himself and 
benefit to the public. 

‘Mitchell Sewell, the Secretary of the Convention 
of 1781, was a lawyer, an orator anda poet; a 
wit, a man of letters, anda politician. wrote 
epigrams, acrostics, and elegies on others; but 
he has found no one, alas! to celebrate, in verse 
or in prose, his own virtues and attainments. [ie 
small yolume of — is among the rarities, if not 
the curiosities of New Hampshire literature. 

Pickering, Peabody and Atherton were men o: 
mature age and high official standing, in the Con- 
vention of 1791, and not without their full share 
of influence in that body. But there were two 


younger men in that assembly, William Plumer | 5 


and Jeremiah Smith, of whom [ have not now time 
to speak, but who ought not wholly to be omitted 
in a review of this kind. Lawyers by profeasion, 
hard workers and willing to work, ready alike with 
the tongue and the pen, they brought their zeal, 
their industry and their abilities, on this occasion, 
conspicuously into action. Smith, who was, at 
that time, a member of Congress, did not attend 
the winter sessions of the Convention. Ptumer 
continued through the whole, and shared largely 
in its labors. 1t would become others, better thas 
me, to say whether he did not do more than any 
other member of that Convention to give form and 
direction to its most important proceedings. On 
another occasion, and in a diflerent form, ! hope 


to do justice to his services in that body, as well as ,jected by the people. The vote on the former was two thousand 


to other portions of his public life. It is sufficient 
here not to have omitted his name in this list of 
our worthies. I have said that the noted men of 
our generation are often forgotten in the next. 
This, to the sons of ambition, is no very comforta- 
ble reflections. Let them, however, find consola- 
tion in the thought that the they may do is 
not lost to the community. hen able and patri- 
otic men have labored to the extent of their abili- 
ties, in the public tervice, the good done by them 
remains when they themselves hare departed ; and 
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we, their successors, are the wiser and the better 
for their labors, even though we may have lost, in 
the lapse of time, the very names of our early 
benefactors. ‘The consciousness of heving render- 
ed such service is the highest possible reward 
which any public man can es and the repu- 
tation, great or small, which, in so doing, he may 
acquire, is altogether subordinate and secondary 
to that higher and nobler reward of a conscience 
void of offence towards God and man, in the u 
right and assiduous discharge of high public 
duties. 

ur study of the Constitution of New Hamp- 
shire would be incomplete, if we did not draw from 
it some of the lessons which it toaches as to the 
changes of opinion on questions of government 
which have oceurred in New Hampshire within the 
lest seventy or eighty years, us shown in the pro- 
ceeding of these conventions. And first, as to re~ 
ligion. ‘There was no provision, either in the Con- 
stitution of 1776 or in that of 1779, in relation to 
the support of religious teachers. In that of 1783, 
the provision adopted was the same as that con- 
tained in the present Constitution. There was no 
retigious test in the Constitution of 1776. In that 
of 1779, all but Protestants were excluded from 
seats in the Legisluture, and even from voting for 
members of either House. This was modified in 
the Constitution of 1783, so as to confine the ex- 
clusion to eertain office-holders,* leaving the right 


*{ Note by the Author. The Convention of #791 proposed its 
ition, and a majority but not twe thirds of the popular vote 
was in favor of the amendment. ‘The Convention of 1850 twice 
proposed to strike it out ; but the people, on both oceasions, voter 
to retain it 

The careful student of the history of the Constitution for the 
State of New Hampshire will observe that when the paragraphs 
under the head of Senate were taken up for consideration, by the 
Convention of 1791--92, the six first were acted on separately, 
and when the seventh was taken up, the who/e of the paragraphs, 
under that head, were referred to.a committee ; so that this ques- 
tion did n>t, at that time, come before the Convention ; but when 
the paragraphs under the head of * House of Representatives,” 
were taken up, motion was made to strike out the words “shall 
“ be of the Protestant Religion,” and the vote was thirty-three yeas 
and fifty-one nays. There were one hupdred and nme members 
elected to the Convention, and all attended the first session ex- 
cept John Pickering of Portsmouth. It will be seen, therefore, 
that the negative-vote was no? @ majority of ‘the Convention. 
When the committee reported the amendments, the ‘Religious 
Test” was neither inserted in the fifteenth, relating to the quali- 
fivations of a Senator, nor in the twenty-fifth, retating to the 
Cpe of a member of the House of Re ntatives, both» 
of which amendments were accepted by the Convention, but re- 


three hundred for and one thousand five hundred against it ; om 
the latter, two thousand four handred and six for and one thous- 
and two hundred and fifty-five against it. 

At the second session of the Convention of 1791--92, the “ Re- 
lizious Test” was incorporated in the amendments repovted’ by the 
committee. These amendments were accepted by the people, by 
a vote of two thousand one hundred and twenty. two for und 
nine hundred and seventy-~cight against them. 

The result of the effort to abolish it by the Convention of 1850, 
was thirteen thousand eight hundred and thirty six yeas, and 
twenty-five thousand six hundred and, seventy-five nays ; at the 
second trial, nine thousand five hundred and sixty-nine yeas, 
and twelve thousand and ninety-two nays; and we regret to 
say, that the “ Religious test” still disgraces the Constitution 
of the State of New Hanypshire. W.F.G 
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to vote without any religious qualification ; and 
this is the provision in the Constitution as it now 
stands- It is worthy of remark that this exclusion 
of Catholics was of very little practical importance 
at the time when it was first proposed. In 1779, 
there were not, probably, twenty persons in the 
State who would have been affected by it. If it 
be asked, then, how it happened that this religious 
test, which has since become an object of so much 
enquiry und remark, came first to be adopted, we 
can on y say, in the absence of any precise or pos- 
itive information, that it was no doubt owing, in 
part at least, to the old Puritanical dread of Po- 

ry. Our fathers looked, as indeed many of their 
Sesscndaste still do, upon the Pope of Rome as 
anti-Christ, and his priests as the ministers of Sa- 
tan; men alike to be feared and abhorred. Fora 
Catholic to burn incense on the altars of New 
England, seemed a profanation and a sacrilege in 
the land of the Pilgrims.* When after the con- 
quest of Canada, the British government gave 
some privileges and immunities to their Catholic 
subjects in that Province, this act of justice, (it 
would hardly be called liberality,) excited great 
complaint in the Colonies, as if the Protestant 
religion were in danger from this toleration of 
the Catholics. There was anotber event, how- 
ever, which, oceurring about a year before this 

rovision in the Constitution of 1779, may have 

een the more immediate occasion of its introduc- 
tions, and that was the treaty of alliance with 
France. ‘Phis treaty, regarded with doubt and 


*Oh yes! but it was not “a profanation and a sacrilege” to 
hang nineteen innocent persons, and crush one to death, accus- 
ed of the crime of Witchcraft ; it was not “a profanation and a 
sacrilege” for Cotton Mather, at the execution of the Rev. Mr. 
Burroughs, one of the victims. to mount his horse and harrangue 
the multitude, pursuading them that no harm had been done! 
While we think of Mr. Burroughs, on that awful occasion, stand- 
ing on the Jadder, repeating the Lord’s Prayer, the multitude 
weeping at his feet, and the Angels of Heaven hovering over him, 
let us turn our thoughts, using the poet’s licence, to the scene 
which may be supposed to have unfolded itself when. the last 
breath left the body of that insensate wretch—Mather : 


“The Gods of hell the awful signal heard, 

* And, thronging round the lofty gates, appear’d 

“In various shapes, tremendous to the view ! 

“ What terror from their threatening eyes they threw ! 
“ Some cloven feet with human faces wear, 

“ And curling snakes compose their dreadful hair ; 

“ And from Fehind is seen, in circles cast, 

** A serpent’s tail voluminous and vast ! 

“ A thousand Harpies foul and Centaurs here, 

* And Gorgous pale, and Sphioxes dire, appear ; 
“Unnumber’d Scyllas barking rend the air ; 

“ Unnumber’d Pythons hiss, and Hydras glare ! 

* Chimeras here are found ejecting flame; 

* Huge Polypheme, and Geryon’s triple frame ; 

“ And many more of mingled kind were seen, 

“ All monstrous forms, unknown to mortal men 6 


t[Note by the Author. The Canada bill excited great fears 
Among the Puritans of New England. Lieutenant Spaulding of 
Dummerston, Vermont, having, on som? occasion, called the 
King of England “the Pope of Canada,” was arrested on a 
charge of treason and imprisoned, October twenty eighth, 1774, 
at Westminster ; but was rescued by a band of patriots, who 
opened the jail and carried him off in triumph ] 
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apprehension by many true patriots as bringing 
us in too close contact with that power, was rep- 
resented, by the tories, as a viet’ Sonantes of our 
allegiance from the British to the French crown. 
Our liberties, they said, are to be sacrificed to the 
despotic power of our ancient enemy, and our re- 
ligion to the wiles of Romish priests and the ridi- 
cule of French philosophers. Catholics, on the 
one had, and the disciples of Voltaire, on the other, 
infidel and Jesuit, a host more to be dreaded than 
an army with banners, will invade the land, and 
the religion of the fathers will fall before the acts 
and the arms of this unbelieving and misbelieving 
band. It was to quiet these honest fears, and to 
silence this unreasonable clamor, that the clause 
requiring all voters to be Protestants, afterwards 
altered so as to confine it to certain office holders 
merely, was probably first introduced. It was 
broad enough, in its terms, to exclude infidels, as 
well as Catholics ; though it has generally been 
considered as applicable to the latter only. It is 
not known that it has ever been applied to exclude 
any person elected to office in this State ; but it is 
known that persons have held office in this State, 
to whom, in the full latitude of its expression, it 
might have been applied. It was therefore, from 
the first, and is, little more than a dead letter in the 
Constitution of the State. 

Though the article respecting the support of re- 
ligious teachers, remains the same as it was in the 
Constitution of 1783, the practice under it has 
greatly changed. At that time, the minister tax, as 
it was called, was, in most if not in all our towns, 
raised, like the school tax, by a general assessment 
on all the inhabitants. In other words, it was 
taken for granted that every man belonged to the 
Congregational society of the place where he lived ; 
and he was taxed, by the selectmen, for the sup- 
port of its pastor, unless he proved tliat he belong- 
ed to some other persuasion, sect or denumination. 
The number of such sects was then small compar- 
ed with the present. The Quakers were a known 
and acknowledged sect. There were Baptists in 
many parts of the State, and some Universalists; 
but the Methodists had as yet no societies in New 
Hampshire, and many subdivisions of the larger 
denominations were then unknown among us. But 
as the people became more divided in their relig- 
ious opinions, difficulties on this subject occurred, 
in many of the towns; suits were instituted in 
the courts of law; and much controversy and no 
little ill will were engendered, till what is called 
the Toleration Act of 1819 removed the grounds 
of complaint by providing for the organization of 
religious sucieties, with power to assess their own 
members only, and authorizing all persons to witk- 
draw from such societies, on giving notice of their 
intention and paying the assessments due on them 
at the time of such notice. From this period, relig- 
ious teachers have depended for their support, in 
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this State, on the voluntary contribution of their 
hearers. as the tax, even when it assumes that 
form, owes its validity entirely to the consent of 
the party paying it. 

In other parts of the Constitution, proofs of the 
change of public opinion are not less observable. 
The Constitation of 1776 provided for no Chief Ex- 
ecutive magistrate ; that of 1779 was, in this re- 
spect, equally defective ; that of 1783 provided for 
a President of the State, indeed, but gave him lit- 
tle independent power.. It was not tilll 1792 that 
the Executive was really made a co-ordinate branch 
of the a The Constitation of 1850 
would, if adopted, have deprived him of much of 
his patronage, but still left him the independence 
of bis veto power. ‘There had been from the be- 
ginning a great jealousy of the Executive. Under 
the Colonial system, the Governor, appointed by 
the King, was armed with such extensive prerog- 
atives as justly to excite the oe of the 
people ; and they could not ily be brought to 
confer, even on a man of their own choice, either 
the name or the authority of this high magistrate. 
The veto power, which from its apparently anti- 
republican character, was, at first. denied, and, iu 
the end, with difficulty granted, seems, on the 
whole, to have established itself firmly in the 
public favor, from a feeling, no doubt, that, though 
the expression of the public will through the two 
Houses may, in general, be safely trusted there, it 
-is not unwise to have somewhere else, in regerve, a 
power, not to be often used, but eapable, on ovca- 
sion, of crushing, for a time, the hasty or igregu- 
lar movement of the —— will. 

With respect to the appointments to offices of 
trust and emolument, the Constitution of 1776 
left them very generally with the Legislature ; that 
of 1783 gave them partly to the people, but more 
to the Presideni and Council ; that of 1791 made 
but little change in this respect; while that of 
1850 referred them almost wholly to the popular 
election. Again, with respect to aay qualifi- 
cations, the earlier constitutions required, in cer- 
tain cases, such qualification in the voters, and a 
higher one in the candidates for office. Theamount 
of property thus required was reduced in the suc- 
cessive constitutions, and in that of 1850 no such 
qualification was required. TheSenate too, in the 
last constitution, was placed on the basis of num- 
bers; and not, as before, on that of property. We 
see, in all these amendments, the gradual caeksan 
of the democratic principle of the government of 
the people—of the whole people and nothing but 
the people ; not birth, nor landed estate, nor local 
associations, but men, numbers, population alone. 

The doctrine of the Constitution is that * all 
*‘ government of right originates from the people,”’ 
who are the first source and final depository of all 
legitimate power in the State. Yet the people act 
only through certain known forms and established 
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agencies. They can make laws only through their 
represeutatives. Those representatives can pass 
such laws only as are consistent with the Consti- 
tution ; because there is another power, the Jadi- 
ciary, which, if they transcend their rightful au- 
thority, pronounces their acts void. Yet the pow- 
er of the people rises ultimately above all these 
limitations. If the Judges are obnoxious, they 
can be removed, on impeachment, or by address of 
the two Houses to the Governor. If the Govern- 
or or the two Houses do not give effect to the pub- 
lic will, new ones may be chosen in their places. 
If the Constitution itself is found inadequate to 
the purposes of its institution, it can be altered, 
amended or annulled ; so that the people, after 
all, are the true sovereigns, yet not so sovereign 
but that they are habitually limited in the exer- 
cise of their power, by restraints, self-imposed in- 
deed, but such as cannot, at once, even by them, 
be removed. It is this combination of liberty and 
restraint, of unlimited power with a limited use 
of that power, which constitutes at once the hap- 
piness and the eatety of our free yet regulated 
system of government. To it we are largely in- 
debted for the order, the safety and the general 
prosperity of our people. 

ith a cold climate and a barren soil, the peo- 
ple of New Hampshire enjoy as large a share of 
the choicest blessings of Heaven as falls to the lot 
of the mass of men in any country whatever may 
be the sun over their heads or the soil under their 
feet. That much of this felicity is due, under the 
good Providence of God, to the wise form of our 
government, cannot be doubted. Nor is less due 
to the general moderation and sobriety of our char- 
acierasa people. While we are as thoroughly 
democratic, in sur habits and opinions and in our 
general train of thought and action, as the people 
of any State in the Union, the conservative ele- 
ment of our character is not less strongly develop- 
ed. For nearly sixty years the people of New 
Hampshire declined, though regularly invited 
thereto every seventh year, even to call a Conven- 
tion to revise their Constitution ; and when at 
length one was convened, and the proposed amend- 
ments laid before them, they refused, with an 
unanimity which surprised all parties, to change 
the fundamental law under which they had so 
long and so happily lived ; choosing rather to retain 
the good which they d than to attempt the 
better, which was offered indeed, but which might 
fail them in the trial. If to some of us their 
course, in this respect, seemed over-cautious, yet 
all will agree that it was neither rash nor pesump- 
tuous. It showed that no blind impulse of passion, 
no love of change for the sake of change, had 
seized on the public mind, and that here, at least, 
men may be free without being-fickle ; strong in 
the consciousness of power, and yet cautious in its 
use. This stability of temper, this indisposition 
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to change, speaks well, in an age of change and 
revolution, for the permanence of our free institu- 
tions. 

If the Convention of 1850 has produced no 
other beneficial effect, it is come compensation, at 
least, for its labors, that it has satisfied all reagon- 
able men that the old Constitution cannot, on the 
whole, be a bad one, since this grave assembly of 
the wise men of the State could produce nothing, 
in its place, which the people were willing to ac- 
cept isanimprovement. If, at the close of the oe 
ent septennial term, another Convention should be 
called, we may, without offence, wish fur them, if 
not more wisdom, at loast more success, in their 
undertakings. If, on the contrary, it should be 
postponed for another sixty years, our grandchild- 
ren will then have little reason to complain of the 
Constitution transmitted to them by the patriots 
of the Revolution; and they will — be ready 
to repeat, after us, the prayer that nothing worse 
or more defective may, at any future day, take its 
place. Esto perpetua was the prayer of the patri- 
otic monk, Fra Paolo,* for his native Venice. Vain, 
in that case, was the aspiration of the patriotic 
heart. The Republic of Venice is blotted from 
the map of Europe : 

“The spouseless Adriatic mourns her lord, 
And annual marriage, now no more renewed.” 

Yet in the face of these mutations of time, of 
time, the avenger, the destroyer, the renovator, 
we will pray, and we trust notin vain, that the 
union between New Hampshire and her present 
happy form of republican government may be 
perpetual; that, not bigoted in error, she may 
change where change would be beneficial ; yet, 
steadfast in truth, retain firmly the good which she 
has tried and not found wanting ; that the intelli- 
gence, the enterprise and the public spirit of her 
hardy sons may never fail, in this original seat of 
her power; and that she may continue to send 
forth, as she has already sent, samples, neither few 
nor doubtful, of her talents and her virtues; men 
who, while they distinguish themselves, may reflect 
credit on the State of their nativity in every region 
of our wide extended country; and that she may 
add to these, statesmen and rulers worthy of her- 
self, and filling fitly the high places of trust and 
authority in the seats of central power of this 
great and growing Republic. More than this we 
can hardly expect even of New Hampshire ; less 
for our buloved, native State, we would not willing- 


ly ask. 


*Paul of Venice, whose real name was Pietro Sarpi, born Au- 
gust fourteenth, 1552, author of the History of the Council of 
Trent, published in London in 1619. He died J anuary fourteenth, 
1622. W. F. G. 
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IV.— CONSTITUTION FOR NEW HAMP: 
SHIRE PROPOSED BY THE CONVEN- 
TION OF 1779. 


A DECLARATION 


of Ricurts, and Pian of Government for the State of 
New-Hampshire. 


Wuerzas by the tyranical Administration of ths 
Government of the King and Parliament of Great- 
Britain, this State of New Hampshire, with the 
other United-States of AMERICA, have been ne- 
cessitated to reject the British Government, and 
declare themselves INDEPENDENT STATES ; all 
which 1s more largely set forth by the CONTINEN- 
TAL CONGRESS, in their Resolution or Declara- 
tion of the fourth of July, A. D 1776. 

AND WHEREAS, if is recommended by the said 
ContinentaL Conaress to each and every of the 
said United-States to establish a Form or Govern- 
MENT most Conducive to the Welfare thereof. We 
the De.xcates of the said State of New-HampsHire 
chosen for the Purpose of forming a permanent 
Pian of Government sulyect to the Revisal of our 
ConstiTUENTS, have composed the following Dxc- 
LARATION Of Ricuts, and Pian of GovERNMENT ; 
and recommend the same to our ConstiTUENTS for 
their Approbation. 


A DECLARATION of the RIGHTS of the PEO- 
PLE of the STATE of NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 


First, WE declare, that we the People of the 
State of New-Hampshire, are Free and Indepen- 
dant of the Crown of Great-Britain. 

Secondly, We the People of this State, are enti- 
tled to Life, Liberty, and Property ; and all other 
Immynities and Privileges which we heretofore 
enjoyed. 
herdiy, The Common and Statute Laws of 
England, adopted and used here, and the Laws of 
of the State (not inconsistent with said Declara- 
tion of INcEPENDENCE) now are, and shall be in 
force here, for the Welfare and good Government 
of the State, unless the samo shall be repealed or 
altered by the future Legislature thereof. 

Fourthly, The whole and intire Power of Gov- 
ernment of this State, is vested in, and must be 
derived from the People thereof, and from no other 
source whatsoever. 

Fifthiy, The fature Legistature of this State, 
shall make no Laws to infringe the Rights of 
Conscience, or any other of the natural, unalien- 
able Rights of Man, or contrary to the Laws of 
GOD, or against the Protestant Religion. 

Sizthly, The Extent of Territory of this State, 
is, and shall be the same whieh was under the 
Government of the Governor John Wentworth, 
Esq; Governor of New-llampshire. Reserving 
nevertheless, our Claim to the New Hampshire 
Grants, so called, situate to the West of Connecti- 
cut River. 
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Seventhly, The Right of Trial by Jury in all 
Cases as heretofore used in this State, shall be 
preserved inviolate forever. 


A PLAN of GOVERNMENT for the Srars of 
New-Ilampsuie. 

First, Tne State of New-Hampshire shall be 
governed by a COUNCIL and House of Repre- 
SENTATIVES, to be chosen as hereinafter mentioned 
and to be stiled the Genera, Court of the Stato 
of New hire. 

Second, The COUNCIL shall consist for the 
present of twelve Members to be elected out of the 
several Counties in the State, in Proportion to 
their respective Number of Inbubitants. 

Third, The Numbers belonging to each Coun- 
ty for the prosent, according to said Proportion 
being as followeth, viz.—To the County of Rock- 
ingham, five—to the County of Straffré, bwo—to 
the County of Hillsborough, two—to the County 
of Cheshire, two—to the Gownty of Grafton, one. 

Fourth, The number for the County of Rock- 
ingham, shall not be increased or diminished here- 
after, but remain the same ; and the Numbers for 
the other Counties shall be increased or deminish- 
ed as their aferesaid Proportion to the County of 
Rockingham may chance to vary. 

Fifth, The House of Representatives shall be 
chosen as follows. Every ‘Town or Parish, choos- 
ing Town Officers, amounting to one hundred 
Families, and upwards, shall send one Representa- 
tive to each hundred Families they consist of, (or 
such lesser Number as they please) or class them- 
selves with some other Towns or Parishes that will 
join in sending a Representative. 

Sizth, All other Towns and Parishes under 
the number of one hundred Families, shall have 
Liberty to class themselves together to make the 
number of one hundred Familics or upwards, and 
being so classed, each class shall send one Repre- 
sentative. 

Seventh, The number of COUNCILLORS be- 
longing to such County shall be ascertained and 
done by the General Court every Time there is a 
new Proportion made of the State Tax which shall 
be once in seven Years at the least, and oftener if 
need be. 

Eighth, All the Male Inhabitants of the State 
of lawful Age, paying Taxos, and professing the 
Protestant Religion, shall be deemed legal voters 
in choosing COUN CILLORS and Representatives, 
and having an Estateof Three Hundred Pounds 
equal to Silver at six Shillings and eight Pence 

r Ounce, one half at least whereof to be real Es-. 
tate, and lying within this State, with the Qualifi- 
cations aforesaid, shall be capable of being elected. 

Ninth, The Selectmen of each respective ‘Lown 
and Parish, choosing Town Officers containing one 
hundred Families or upwards, and also of each 
respective Class of Towns classed together as 
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aforesaid, shall notify the legal Voters of their re- 
spective Towns, Parishes or Classes, qualified as 
aforesaid, in the usual Way of notilying Town- 
Meetings, giving fitteen Days notice at least, to 
meet at some convenient Place on the last Wed- 
nesday ot November annually, to choose COUN- 
CILLORS and Representatives. 

Tenth, And the Voters being met, and the 
Moderator chosen, shall proeeed to choose tleir 
Representative or Representatives, required by this 
Constitution by a Majority of the Voters present, 
who shall be notified accordingly, and a Return 
thereof made into the Secretary’s Office, by the 
first Wednesday of January then next. 

Eleventh, And such Representative shall be 
paid their Wages by their Constituents, and for 
their Travel. by the State. 

Tweloth, And in the Choice of COUNCIL. 
LORS each Voter shall deliver his Vote to the 
Moderator for the mumber of COUNCLLLORS 
respectively required, with the Word COUNCIL- 
LORS writen thereon, & the Voters Name en- 
dorsed to prevent Duplicity. 

Thir eenth, These. Votes shall be sealed up by 
the Moderator, and transmitted by the Constable 
to one of the Justices of the Inforior Court of 
Common Pleas for the County, before the second 
Wednesday in December next following. 

Fourteenth, And the said Justices of the In- 
ferior Cuurt shall meet together on the said second 
Wednesday of December annually, to count the 
Votes, and the Persons that have most Votes to 
the Number of COUNCILLORS required, shall 
be declared duly elected, and shall be notified by 
the said Justices accordingly, and a Return there- 
of shall be made by them into the Secretary’s 
Office by the first Wednesday in January annual- 


Y Fifteenth, And in Case any two Persons shall 
have a like number of Votes, the said Justices 
may determine the Choice in Favour of which 
they please. 

icleenth, The COUNCIL and House of Rep- 
RESENTATIVES 80 chosen and returned as aforesaid, 
shall meet on the first Wednesday in January next 
after their being chosen, at such Place as the 
present, or future General-Court may from Time 
to Time appoint; and being duly sworn, shall 
hold their respective Places until the first Wed- 
nesday in January then next, 

Seventeenth, The COUNCIL shall chooso their 
President, Vice President, and Secretary ; and the 
Hlouse of Representatives shall choose their 
Speaker and Clerk. 

Eighteenth, The COUNCIL and House of 
REPRESENTATIVES respectively, shall determine all 
disputed Elections of their own Members, regulate 
their own Proceedings; and on any Vacancy, or- 
der a new Election to fill up such Vacancy. 

Nineteenth, The said General-Court elected 
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and constituted as afbresaid, shall be invested with 
the Supreme Power ofthe State. And all Acts, 
Resolves, or Votes, except Grants of Money, Lands, 
or other Things, aor originate in either House ; 
bat such Grants shall originate in the House of 
Representatives only. 

Twentieth, The said COUNCIL and House of 
Representatives respectively, shall have Power to 
adjourn themselves from Day to Day, but not 
longer than two Days at any one Time, without 
Concurrence of the other. 

Twenty first, The PRESIDENT of the COUN- 
CIL shall hold public Correspondence with other 
States, or Persons ; call the Council together when 
Occasion shall require; and with Advice of three 
or more of the Council shall from Time to Time 
call the General-Court together if need be, before 
the Time they were adjourned to: And also point 
out the principal Business of their Session. 

Twenty-second, The Military and Naval Power 
of the State shall be regulated, and all proper 
Officers thereof appointed, as the Legislature by 
Law shall direct from Time to Time. 

Twenty-third, The Judges of the Superior and 
Inferior Courts, Judges of Probate, Judge of Ad- 
niralty, Judge of the Maritime Court, Justices of 
the Peace, Sheriffs, Coroners, Attorney-General, 
Treasurer of the-State,and Delegates to the CON- 


TINENTAL CONGRESS, shall be appointed by 
the said General-Court, and commissionated by 
the President of the Council. 


Twenty-fourth, The Appointment of Registers 


of Deeds, County Treasurer's, Clerks of Courts, 
Registers of Probate, and all other Civil Officers 
whatsover, not before mentioned, shal be regulat- 
ed by the Laws that now are, or that hereafter 
~~ enacted. 

enty-fiftl, Al¥ Civil Officers of the State, 
rhall be suitably compensated by Fees or Salaries 
for their Services. 

Twenty-sizth, No Member of the General- 
Court shall be Judge of the Superior Court or In- 
ferior Court, Judge or Register of Probate, or 
Sheriff of any County, or Treasurer of the State, 
or Attorney-General, or Delegate at the CON'TI- 
NENTAL CONGRESS. 

Twenty seventh, And no Member of the Coun- 
eil, Judge of the Superior Court, or Sheriff, shall 
hold a Commission in the Militia, Army, or Navy 
of this State. 

Twenty-eighth, No Member of the House of 
Representatives shall hold any salary under the 
Government. 

Twenty-ninth, The President of the Council 
with Advice of Council, may grant Reprieves not 
longer than six Months, but the General-Court 
only shall have Power to pardon Offences against 
the State. 

Thirtieth, A Quorum of the Council, and a 
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Quorum of the House of Representatives, shal¥ 
consist of a Majority of each House. 

Thirty-first, This DECLARATION of RIGHTS, 
and PLAN of GOVERNMENT, shall have the 
Force of Law, and be esteemed the fundamental 
Law of the State. 

Thirty-second, The General-Court shall Have 
no Power to alter any Part of this Constitution > 
In case they should concur in any proposed Altera- 
tion, Amendment, or Addition, the same being 
agreed to by a Majority of the People, shall be- 
come valid. 


STATE UF NEW-HAMPIHIRE. 
In CONVENTION, June 5th, 1779. 


Voted, THAT the foregoing BILL of RIGHTS,, 
and Pian of GoveRNMENT, printed, and dis- 
persed throughout the State, for the People there- 
of, to give their Opinion thereon. 

Voted, That Colonel Thornton, and Colonel 
Bartlett, be a Committee to get this Plan of Gov- 
ernment printed, and transmit two or more Copies 
of the same to each and every Town, Parish ard 
Place in this State, to which Precepts for this 
Convention were sent, and pwblish the same in the 
New-Hampshire News-Papers. 

Voted, That the Selectmen of the several 
Towns, Parishes, and Districts in this State, upon 
the receipt of the same, are desired to notify and 
warn the legal Inhabitants paying Taxes in such 
‘Town, Parish, or Place, to meet at some suitable 
Place therein, giving them at least fifteen Days 
notice, for the Pu of taking said Plan under 
Consideration ; and make: return of the Number 
of Voters present at such Meeting, aad how many 
voted for receiving said Plan, and how many for 
rejecting tue same, unto this Convention at Con- 
cord in this State, on tho third Tuesday in Sep- 
tember next. 

By order of the Convention, 
JOHN LANGDON, President, P. T. 

E Thompson, Secrelary. 


EXETER ; Printed by Zechariah Fowle, 1779. 


V.—THE “SQUAMSUOT PATENT” IN NEW 

HAMPSHIRE, A PURITANICAL HUMBUG. 

if 
[From the New Hampshire Archives*] 

To the Honorable the Lef* Gouernor, Councelt 
and Representatiues Conuened in Generall assem- 
bly 

We the subscribers hereof inhabiting in, and 
about swamscot not Lying in any Township and 
Liuing att a Considerable distance from the Pub- 
nahin sa % 





*This is without date. Perhaps it should be 1695. See Farm- 
er’s Belknap’s Uistory of New Hampshire, page 184, nore. 
W.F. 
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lique worship of God not hauing the benefitt of 
a wtructing our Youth besides many other great in- 
conueniances which we Labour under, Being now 
by the prouidence of God att gone in our seuerall 
wellings and being no Less then thirty fiue fum- 
ilies all well dis to maintain the Publique 
ministry, and defraying of all other necessary 
Charges to the best of our abilities and hopeing that 
within a little time we shall enCrease to afar more 
Considerable number Doe most humbly Pray that 
your Honours would Please to settle and Confirm 
us the several Inhabitants, Extending from W heel- 
wrights Creek downwards to Sandy Point as a dis- 
tinct Township of our selues Impowering all euch 
offices among us as your Honours in your great 
wisdome and Prudence Shall judge most meet: we 
Crave Leaue to Subscribe Your Honors 
Most humble and most obedient Seruants 
Andrew Wiggin Sener 
Isaac Cole 
Simon Wiggin 
Andrew Wiggin inn 
Thomas Vesy 
Bradstreet wiggin 
William frene 
nathaniell Wright 
Jonathan Wiggin 
Thomas Read 
Tho Wiggin 
william moore sener 
william move Juner 
oen revels his mark 
George amy : 
thomas powel X his mark 
Richard Emnds (?) 
Jonathan norreis 
Mark Stacy 
Kichard morgan Sener X his mark 
James Rundlet 
Charles Rundiet 
Sam" Leauett Sener 
Wm Seamon 
X his mark 
Samuell Leauett Junr 
Stephen England 
Edward masry X his mark 
thomas Speld sener X his mark 
Richard morgan X his mark 


Il. 


To the Hon™ Geo: Vaughan Esq L': Gov': & 
Command": in chief of his nan Prov. of N. 
Hamp": & to his Maj**Councill of y* Prov : afore- 
said 

The Petition of his maj‘ 
the Inhabitants of y* town o 

Most humbly Showeth 

The great hardship & Inconuenience gvhich 
we (yo" Hon‘ Petitioners) are made the Subjects of 
by a late ord": from this Llon®* Board (Viz‘.) y': 


good subjects sundry 
Exeter 
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all y* inhabitants of exeter to y* eastw*: of wall 
Creek line should be Joyned to y* parish of green- 
land in answer toa Petition Presented by M' Josh : 
Weeks Subscribed by sandry the Inhabitants of 
the town of Exeter afores‘ praying to be added to 
. 8! Parish of Greenland, for that we y* Subscri- 
rs who are on y* east Side of S' line never had 
any knowledge of S* Petition till after twas pre- 
sented & then not Seasonably enough to Counter 
Petition before y* ord’: 
May it Please yo" Hon" 
We have once & again Petitioned to be made 
a township y‘; is y* Inhabitants of Swampecutt 
Patent w'. of we are Some and Intend one address 
more to yo" Hon™ on the Same head ; tho’ were that 
nothing at all we cannot but represent to yo" Hon" 
the great hardship we labour und’. on acc‘: of y° 
ord: afores* in as much as there is a maj’: numb* 
y' never knew of S* Petition that are Joyned to y* 
Parish of Greenland by y* ord" made upon it) than 
those y'Signed it—wuerevron We cannot but 
humbly pray fora Counter Ord": to the Order 
afores* at least for so long a time as till both parties 
may have a hearing w® willbe a Plain means to a 
finall determination of the matter. [lowever all 
is Submitted to yo’ Hon’. by yo" Hon" Most ob*.: 
Serv“ 
Andrew Wiggin 
Thomas Wiggin 
Jonathan Wiggin 
Will” French 
Jan” 4° 1715-6 


IIT. 


To his Honour George Vahan Esq’ Leiueaten‘ 
Gouerner and communder in cheiff in & ouer his 
Majesties prouienc of New Hampshir in New Eng- 
land & to his Majesties honoured Counsell for s* 
province we the Inhabitance of Quamescuk : pat- 
ent humbly sheweth the very bad Cercomstances 
we lay under br reason of our great distance from 
the publick Worship of God and having No beni- 
fitt of any school Not: with : stand : ing we have 
ever paid our proportion to the school of Exeter: 
and are now by the prouidence of God increased 
to such an Number as we hope we are able of our 
selves to maintain a Minister & a School & other 
town charges as shall nesiseryly fall upon us, 
with our proportion of publick asesments There- 
fore we your petitioners doe humbly pry that 
your Honours would plens to set us of from all 
other towns and parishes and an us a township 
by our scives & bound us as followeth Vize begin- 
ing at sandey point bounding on Exeter river Vntill 
it comeg unto Wheelrights creeks mouth & from 
thence upon a southeast Line three mille into the 
land & from s* sandy point to run three mills into 
y’ land upon a south east lines with an line accord- 
ing to y* s* patent which will be greatly to fhe joy 
& satisfaction of your petitioners whose names are 





. 
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under writen, We your petioners doe further 
humbiy beg leave to inform your honors of our ill 
eonveanences—being laid sume times to one town 
& sume times to another & all wayes a great dis- 
tane from the publick Worship of God, with sub- 
mition we would pray your honors to consider 
which is most reason whether ‘those men which 
lay ncar Greenland should joyn with us your pe- 
tioners or all we availl to them: we submitt to 


our honors pleasure: Dated this tenth day of 


Seocety Inet ¢ 17% 
Simon Wiggin 
Andrew Wiggin 
Thomas Vezey 
William French 
Jonathan: W igins 
Moses Leavitt Juner 
Richard Calley 
Stephen England 
John Tanitord 
William Powel 
Owen Runals sener 
Owen Runals Juner 
James Paimer 
Fdward Masercy 
Benjamin Palmer 
Moses Rallins 
Aaron Rallins 
James Robinson 
Sam“ Green 
Edward Fifeld 
Thomas Rallins 
David Robison 
Joseph Rallins 
Arthur Benitt 
Joseph Hoitt 
John Mead 
mathew ‘Tomson 
William More Tearel Smith 
George ae Benj* Leavitt 

Thomas Wigins renr 
IV. 

To y* honorable George uaighen Esq’ Lef' Gou- 
ernor and Commander of his maigistys prouince 
of new hampshar and ‘The hono'” CounSell now 
Bitting at porehmouth the petition of us whose 
names are under written 

humbly Sheweth 

that wharas your petitioners are Informed that 

ps honors Intend to inCorporate that tract of 
nd Called the pattand into a township within 

the Senter of which your petitioners now dwills 

We your pettioners haue euer been of opinion and 

now are well aSured that the peopell Inhabting 

within y* Limits aboue Sd are not Capiable of Sup- 
porting Sach a towne Charg as will be nedfull 
neaither did we euer Sine aney Such petition nai- 
ther dare we presume So to doe unlees we Should 
‘deSine the ruining of our famityes ‘by Removing 


ThomasW iginsJunr 
John Wiggins 
Danill Moody 
John Mason 

Johr Searll 

James Keniston 
Richard crockitt 
duhn Satchel 

Jobn Sinkler 
Joseph Mason 
Samuel Piper 
Gilles Brier 
Thomas Toms 
John Pett 
Thomas Brier 
William Scamon 
Satchel Randlitt 
Jonathan Clark 
Nathanill Folsham 
Richard Morgan 
Nathanill Stevens 
John Robarts 
James Doute 
Daniell Leavitt 
Abraham Stockbridge 
John Jones 
Widow Leavitt 


HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


189 


of from thes Small tracts of Land we are now Set- 
tiled upon we thare fore pray your honnors that 
we may Continue aS we are untill beter Inabled 
to perform Such a Charg Lest men mock us and 
Saye those men haue Laid a foundation before thay 
haue ConSidered thay ware not able to finnish it 
and we your yetishers that haue neuer ConSented 
to petetion to be a towne Shalt euer pray whilst 
James Sinkler 
bengiman Gones 
James Rundlit 
Jonathan norris 
Ithiall Smith 
AbrahamStoebrig 
John Speed 
daniel Smith 
Jethrew parSon 
Ebnezer foulsham 
Joseph Lurans 
hillop Spendclon 
Thomas Sped 
John Clark 
Ephreham Leuit 
Baeniemen taylor 
Samueall leauitt 
And we your honors petioners whos names are 
under written who unaduisedly and without Con- 
Sideration Sined the petistion that a towenship 
mite be granted hauing Sence beter ConSidered of 
that matter are Sencible of our unaduisednes and 
inabrillity to performe such a Charge a must nes- 
sesily follow upon our being a townd Ship unles 
we impouerish our familyes and frely reagoine 
with the first abue subscribed petetionrs And that 
we may not be a towend Ship for thea for S' Re 
Sons Inabled to bare Such a Charg and your peti- 
Sonrs Shall euer Acknowlidg your honours fafore 
herein And Subscribe our 
Selues your honours dutifull and obedient Sar- 
uents 
TsRell Smith 
Joseph hoyt 
bengiman Leuit 
mathew tomSon 
Sachill Rundlit 
nathanill foulSom 
bengiman palmer 


mary Leuit widow 
Jan 14" 1715-6 


V. 


To his Excellency Jonathan Belchier Esq' Cap‘. 
Generall & Commander in Chief, in and over his 
Maj"* Province of Newhampshire, and the Hon 
His Maj** Councill for Said Provinee 

The humble Petition of Henry Sherburn Esq’. 
Ephraim Dennet Esq’. Joshua Pierce Esq" and M* 

illiam Cotton for themselves ond others a Com- 
mitte for the Dividing the the Common land of 
the Town of Portsmouth In‘behalfe of the Propri- 
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etors of the Said Common Land, Most humbly 
Sheweth— 

That in the yeare 1696 The’. was at a legall 
Town Meeting held at Portsmouth, A vote Past 
for the Dividing the Common Lands of the Said 
‘Town amongst the then Inhabitants and persons 
as a Committe for Doing the Same then appointed 
and from Time to Time Continued of which Com™ 
the above are the Major Part, Which Committees 
from Time to Time ever since (when not obstruct- 
ed by the Indian Warr) has Continued to lay out 
the Said Comen lands to all such as bad Right, 
and Such Rights Quietly Enjoyed, untill the yeare 
ef our Lord 1716: Since Which yeare, Sundry of 
the Proprictors of the Comon land about Greer- 
land adjoining to the Town of Streatham have been 
Molested and hindored from Improving their Rights, 
by the Inbabitants of Said Town of Stretham, and 
Severall Law Suits Commenced, which is the Cause 
Great Trouble & Chargos &c, all which happens 
by the Misaplying the Grant or Charter of the 
Town of Stretham,as y* Petition" humbly presumes 
—which they humbly Sheweth happens as hereaf- 
ter Exprest 

on the 10° day of January 1715-16 : Sundry 

rsons Calling themselves the Inhabitants of 

uaimscot Pattent, (‘Tho there never was any such 
Pattent*) Petitioned the Hon’. George Vaughan 


Esq’. Then Lieu‘ Governorand Comander In Chiefe 
in and over this Province of Newhampshire to be 


Set offa Township: and therein prescribs bounds : 
The said Lieu‘. Governor with the advice of his 
Maj Councill Did on the twenty*. day of March 
then next following Grant the Petition and Gave 
them a Charter according to the bounds prescribed 
(with the Exceptions of fower famillies, as by the 
Charter may be Seen. 

Now those persons that Called themselves the 
Inhabitants of Squamecot Patent, Did live upon a 
Tract of land that its usually Said Was Granted 
by the Councill of Plim*. to one Edw‘ Hilton and 
his aseociats three Miles into the Country from the 
Maine River Going up to Exeter, and as such the 
Towns Round about acknowlidged them and none 
Ever interfered or Claimed within the three 
miles from the Maine River South East into the 
Country, amd tho all this land fell within the aun- 
tient bounds of the Town of Portsmouth yet the 
Town Voted that three miles that m', Andrew W ig- 
gans Claimed Should still be to him & his heirs &, 
And the Grand father of the familly of the pres- 
ent Wiggins (upon the marriage of Son to the 
Daughter of Gov™ Broadstreet) made a Deed of 
Gift of that part of the Said Lliltons patent which 
he Claimed (being three miles square) and Called 
It squamecut, the Bounds of which Deed was only 
three miles South East from Exeter: River, and no 


*This effectually answers the request in the New ENGLAND HIS- 
- PORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL REGIETER, Volume twenty-three, page 
212, in regard to “ y* Patent of Squampecot.” W.F.G. ~ 
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Dispute happened till since the Grant to the Town 
of Stretham asafore Said: In running the Bounds 
of which according to the Said Charter (at the 
West End of the Wiggan’s Grant) by an advan- 
tage of a Southerly Turn of Exeter River the 
south bounds of Stretham (against the Wiggan’s 
Grant is fower miles verry neare: upon a south 
East point) atthe West End of Portsmouth Bounds, 
and they Claime That Land Between the Charter 
line and the afure St Wiggans’s Right and so toa 
gore at the Easterly End, and say that it was Coa- 
firm'd to them By Virtue of the Grant by Liu’. 
Governor Vaughan toStretham afore said: Which 
notion has and Do's govern much with our Coun- 
try Juries, So that those persons that Bare their 
Comon Rights laid out Between the lines afore 
said are in a perpetual Controversie & Law Suits 
For Remedy Whereof— 

Your Petitioners for themselves and the others 
of their Society as a Comittee and in behalle of 
the Proprietors of the Comon land of Portsmouth 
Most humbly prays your Excellency & the Hon’, 
the Councile, That as the Grant for the Town of 
Stretham was made only By that Hon‘ Board: 
That an Explanation be made of Stretham Churter 
(that as Wee humbly presume) that this Board 
in that Grant, Did not attale medle or pretend to 
alter the Right of the Soile, and also wee pray 
that the Hon* Board would alee appint a Comittee 
of Indiferent persons to Run the Dividing line Be- 
tween Portsmouth and that Deed of Thomas Wig- 
gans Esq‘ to his Son Andrew Wiggans: ‘The Town 
having no Dirpute beyownd the Bounds of that 
Deed which Deed is Conformable to the Patten of 
Edward Hilton and assosiates afvre said and your 
Petitioners as in Duty Bound Shall ever pray &c. 

Hen Sherburne 

Eph™ Dennet 

Joth ; Pierce 
Portsmouth Jan’ 3*: 1733-4 


VI.—K1OT AT EXETER, N. H. IN 1734. 
[From the New Hampshire Council Records*)} 


Pro: of ) ata Council held at the Council 
Chamber in Portsm® thursday 
N. Hamp" apr’. 26: 1734— 
Present 
His Hon David Dunbar Esq’ Lt Gov" 

Geo Jafiry Richt Waldron Josh* Peirce Joth* 
Odiorne Benj* Gambling Jos Sherburne Eph Den- 
net Ellis Huske Esq” 

Hlis Hon", the Lt Gov" acquainted the Board 
that he had formerly Informed the Council tint 
he was Ineulted by an unknown number of arm’d 

*We regret to state that the Volume from which this was cop- 


led, a few years since, is missing from the Archives of the State 
of New Hampshire, w.F.G. 
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men at Copyhold Millt in Exeter who in Several 
rts of the woods near the Said Mill fired many 
Fall Shot and hollowed & Shriekd from place to 
lace w® intent as he imagin‘ to terrify any person 
rom meddling with or removing y* Boards & Joyce 
there cut out of picked logs Since which he had 
hired ten men to go to the Said Mill in order to 
Pile the S‘, Boards In Sererate Piles & mark them 
with y* broad arrow but that at the House of Capt 
Sam'. Gilmans at Exeter the Said hired men at ab' 
9 or 10 oClock at night on y*, 22' Instant were 
violently assaulted beat & abused by a Great Comp* 
of men armd w Clubs & Staves to the number of 
abt. 30 as by the affidavits on file, and moreover 
that the Boat w* was Impress‘ & hired in y*. Same 
Service was Cut to Pieces our Sail Stolen away & 
the mast Cut down & the other Sail cut to peices, 
To the value of forty pounds and further that his 
Hon’ enaneeee there was a Conspiracy ag” his life 
trom the Testmony of Mr Greele w* Says he was 
told by Sam Gilman three natick Indians were 
hired to kill y* L' Gov & Mr Atkinson the Depo- 
nent Greele whom his Hon‘ was wont to take with 
him to his assistance in his travels as at large ap- 
rs by y* Said Depositions on file. and again his 
Fon’ Inform‘ the Board that as he was present at 
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VIL.—DANIEL GOODWIN OF KITTERY, 
MAINE, IN 1652, AND SOME OF HIS DE- 
SCENDANTS. 

[From the Town Records of Kittery, Maine.) 

Dec. 16" 1652, Granted and lotted out by the 
Selectmen for Kittery uuto Daniel Goodwin his 
heire or assigns for ever a lott of land on the fol- 
lowing Marsh joyning Barnard Squires lott South- 
ward and boutded with a fresh gutt of water 
North and eo backward by the breadth of four and 
twenty poles until fiftie be Completed. 

Granted by the Select Townsmen for Kittery un- 
to Daniel Goodwin his heirs or assigne for ever Ten 
acres of meadow where he can find it about a 
pond called by the name of Willcox his pond or 
elee where provided it be in no former grant before 


this By me Humphrey Chadbourn Clerk 
July 15. 1856 


June y*: 24: 1659—Granted unto Daniel Good- 
win his heirs or assigns for ever Ten acres of 
Swamp or Marsh where he can find it provided it 
be in no former grant, five acres or thereabouts he 
bath discouered y* uper end of Humphry Chad- 
bourns Meadow on y* further Side of y* pond com- 


the Examination of this affair at Exeter & y' y*| monly known by y* name of obonnibesie pond and 
three Exeter Justices vis' maj‘. Gilman & Col’. Gil | y* other five acres hath made Improvement on near 
man & maj. King gave him reason to believe by | unto York pond— 

their backwardnees to Examine & by their EXcus-| May y* 28 1670—Lay¢. out unto Daniel Good- 
ing y’ matter, that they had some knowlege in the | win, a hundred acres of Land on the North Side 
affair, & therefure proposed they Should be sent pond a hundred & Sixty rods long North East and 
for & Examined before the Council.—His Hon’: | by east, and a hundred and fine rods broad there 
likewise proposed y* Issuing a Preclam*. w*. a re-| being an high way between it and y* pond and an 
ward for detecting y*. Persons that had been guilty | high way of two rods wide between it ani John 
of y* Crimes before mentioned and offer to advance | Gattinsby’s line with allowance for Some Small 


y* money out of his own pocket in case the General 
Assembly at their first meeting dont See meet to 
refund it as to what his Ilon". has proposed in re- 

rd to the Examination of this affair before the 
Souneil, The Council Say this they abhor & detest 
the thing in their Souls, and are Suruastly Sulici- 
tous that the truth may be bro‘t te light & the 
Trespasers punish’d according to their deserts yet 
it is their opinion that the Examination of the 
matter appertains to Justicesof y*. peace & not to 
the Council as to the Issuing a proclamation the 
Council Say it is their opinion that that appertains 
to the Gov" as Comand'. in Chief & therefore dont 
advise to it without his order—Geo. Jaffry Eaq' & 
Josh*. peirce Esq’. dont agree to the ann’. ab‘ the 
proclam* & desire it may be Entered 


tCopyhold Mili,says Hon. Charlies H. Bell of Exe er, New 
Hampshire, is situated on the Exeter river, in what is now Brent- 
wood, some six or seven miles from Exeter by the road. It 
just above the Jewell’s bark mill, and perhaps a mile above 
Crawley’s falls. W. F.G. 


ieces of Marsh lving within it, Laydoat by John 
Wincoll Thomas Wills. Entved March y* 11. 1670. 
March y* 4*. 167%—Layd out and Meagured un- 
to Daniel Goodwin his Lot of upland Marsh and 
Swamps containing Sixty nine acres lying a hun- 
dred Sixty Eight rods in Length, bounded with 
Thomas Spencers Land on y* South and y* high 
way to York on y* North and m* Hutchinsons Land 
on y* west and comon Land on the East it being in 
the place called Sluts corner.* 


March 10. 1678-9. Measured and laid out un- 
to Daniel Goodin Sen’. his grant of fifty acres of 
land bearing Date as followeth—Viz' 
thirty & two acres at y* east end of his Jand on y* 
North of James Emerys house Lott a hundred and 
twenty eight poles in length east and west and 
forty poles in breadth north and South and bound- 
ed on y* East with y* hillof rocks, also eighteen 
acres more laid out te y* St Guodin on the North 
east Side of Moses Spencers fiftie acre lot at pipe 


*Slut’s Corner” was in Harlo’s field. Mark Earle lived near. 
Richard Lord orice owned the field. It was on the main road 
Eliot, South East and about one half mile from Captain Icha 
Goodwin's house, W.F.G. © 
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Stave hillka hundred and Twenty pole in length 
northwest from the river and. twenty and four pole 
in breadth Northeast & Southwest 
per me John Wincoll Sur’. 
This above return was found among my fathers 
— this 11° Septemb". 1705 per me Charles 
rost— © 


A true Copie of y* originall Transcribed and | go, 


compared Septemb* 11. 1705 
per me Jos, Hamond Cler— 

Granted to Thomas Goodden fiue and twenty 
acres of land May 16, 1694. 

Kittery Aug*. y*. 29. 1701- Measured gnd laid 
out to Thomas Gooden Eighteen Acres of land by 
Goodin So, accepted, it being part of his grant of 
twenty five acres that was given him May y* 16: 
1694. bounded on the west Side of the great works 
river and is laid out in three particular pieces, two 
of which is only two points that is as is accounted 
about half a mile above y* 2. logging Shulters at a 
place called Nediguttaquid which two points con- 
tain two acres and are about, 10, poles distant, 
bounded by mark trees—the third piece takes its 
beginning at a Small white oake tree marked on 
four Sides that Standson y* bank by y* afore* tree, 
about half a mi e above little riveras the way goes 
to y° aforesaid Logging place, And from S* tree on 
a W.S. W line twelve poles then N, N, W, fiftie 
Six poles, the N, N, E, to y® river Sixty poles and 
is marked on all Sides but the river, w" river is the 
Easternmost bounds of s* land. 

Nicholas Gowen Surv. of Kittery 


A true Copy of the originall Transcribed and 


compared 
Nov. 10. 1701 per Jos: Hamond Cler. 


Measured and Laid out to Thomas Goodwin 
Seven acres of Land being part of 20 acres of Land 
granted unto him May 16: 1694. 

Nov. 21. 1706. 

May 16: 1694—Granted unto William Goodden 
five and twenty acres of land 

May 10*. 1703. Granted to William Gooden 
thirty acres. 

Decemb" 16: 1709, Measured & Laid out to W™ 
Gooden fifty five acres of land one grant given him 
by the town of Kittery May 16: 1694, of five & 

wenty acres Another grant given him by s* town 
May 10: 1703 of thirty acres & begins about a mile 
above y* place known y* beaver dam Meadow which 
was given to Benjamin Nason & John Cooper & it 
Lyes on a mast way begining ata pine Eastward 
from-s* way about twenty poles & North west 
Ninety four poles then Southwest Ninety four poles 
then gouth st Ninety four poles then North 
East Ninety four poles bounded w* comons on Ey- 


ery Side 
per Daniel Emery Surv’, 
Axtrue Copie of y* Original Transcribed..and 
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Compared March 7": 1709-10 per Jos. Hamond 
Cler* 

May 16: 1794, Granted unto Daniel Goodden 
Jun™ twenty acres of land 

May 24,.1699, Granted to Daniel Gooden Jun’, 
thirty acres 
May I0. 1703 Granted to Daniel Goodin Jun" 
le acres 


Kittery June y* 3°. 1702: Then Measured and 
laid out to Daniel Goodwin Sen". twenty eight 
acres and one hundred forty four Rods it being in 
ph of a grant of land of fifty acres given hin 

oses Spencer in the year, 1671, which land be- 
longs to y* afores' Goodwin by a Deed of Sale 
bearing Date Decemb': y* 18" 1674, as appears 
on Record and is bounded according to y* bounds 
mentioned in S* Deed, which land is reputed to 
have been laid out by Cap". Wincoll and begins at 
a parcel of Small Maple trees marked on four Sides, 
which trees Stands at the river Side on y* North 
Side of great work river and isa little below a 
place called the great Eddy*. 

per Nicholas Gowen Surv’. 


A true Copic of the Originall Transcribed and 
compared the 3°. Novemb' : 1702. 
per Jos. Hamond Clerk 


May: 16 1694—Granted unto Moses Goodden 
Twenty acres of land 
May 24". 1694, Granted to Moses Guoden thirty 


acres. 


May 10*. 1703—Granted to Ensign Thomas 
Gooden thirty acre. 


Kittery November the 21" 1706. Measured and 
laid out to Moses Goodwin fifty acres of Land 
granted May 10. 1703 and to Thomas Goodwin 
Seven acres of Land being part of 20 acres of land 
granted unto him May 16: 1694—and to James 
Ferguson fiftie acresof land granted unto him May 
20 1703—The whole of the above s* Seuerall 
grants contains four hundred and Seven acres of 
land and lyes all of it in one Square piece of land 
and takes its beginning about thirty or forty poles 
below the Logging house or Wigwam—that Wil- 
liam Grant and Thomas Goodwin and Daniel Good- 
win & Joseph Hodsden kept in the last winter be- 
ing the yaar 1705 the logging season begining at 
a Maple Tree and running from thence Southeast 
and by South one henateod and Seventy two poles 
toa Birch tree mark‘ by a little Crook And from 
the afores' Maple tree below the houses and Burch 
tree last mentioned the above suid tract of land 
rans Northwest and by east in Length three hun- 
dred and Ninety poles, the overplus for convenient 





*The “ great Eddy” is about one and a half mile above “ Great 
Works” Millis, on the Great Works river—A gang of saws havivg 
b.en established there at an early period, gave the river that 
name. W. ¥. G. 
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highways the above s* tract of land lies near Sal- 
monfalls little river above the nine Notches. 
By me William Godsoe, Surveyer. 
A true Copie of the originall Transcribed and 
compared, Nove’. 29" 1706. 
per Jos: Hamond Cler. 


[DANIEL Goopwin married, first, Margaret, 
daughter of ‘Thomas — of Kittery, Maine : 
secondly, Mrs. Sarah, daughter of John Sanders, 
and widow of Peter Turbet. After Turbet’s death 
in 1661, she was courted by Robert Elliot, and 
this courtship was entered into with so much fer- 
vency and earnestness that the marriage was con- 
sidered certain. Accordingly Elliot, as being the 
sure future husband of the widow, was appointed 
administrator on Turbet’s estato. But the Court 
Records show that, in July, 1772. ** Whereas 
‘+ former administration was granted Robert Elliot 
s¢on Peter Turbet’s estate, deceased, in relation to 
‘his marrying the said Turbets widow, which he 
“not doing, the said administration is null, and 
‘* this Court, from the desire of said Peter Turbet’s 
‘“‘ widow, grants administration to iis son John.’’ 

In 1679, Daniel Goodwin, planter, conveyed 
land to his daughter, Mrs Daniel Stone, and also 
to hisson, Daniel. In 1683, he conveyed land, in 
the parish of Berwick, town of Kittery, Maine, 
to his sous, Thomas and James. In 1797, he con- 
veyed land to his sons, William and Moses, bound- 
ed on the head of the land belonging to his son, 
Daniel. 

Mrs. Sarah Goodwin was admitted-to the church 
in Berwick, in April, 1703, and called a widow. 
At the head of the list of the founders of that 
church, June fourth, 1702, is the name, Daniel 
Goodwin. 

Daniet Goopwiy, Jr. was born in 1656, as he 
stated in a deposition in 1686, that he was thirty 
years of age. In July, 1674, he was presented at 
the County Court ‘for being overtaken with 
‘drink ’? October seventeenth, 1782, he married 
Ann, daughter of Miles Thompson. In 1721, he 
was chosen Deacon. August twenty-seventh, 1724, 
he was voted a Ruling Elder, and September fifth 
following, ordained. He made his Wall April, 
twelfth, 1726, which was probated May twelfth, 
1726, in which he mentioned his children, Daniel, 
Miles, Nathaniel, Samuel, James, Thomas, Mrs. 
—- Hodsdon, Amy, Sarah, and Mrs. Ann 

ore. 

Witxtam married Deliverance, daughter of John 
Taylor. He made his Will April twenty-sixth, 
1713, in which he mentioned his children, Moses, 
William, John, James, Adam, Taylor, Margaret, 
Elizabeth, Hannah, and Mary. 

Mosss made his Will April first, 1726, which 
was probated May twelfth, 1726, in which he 
mentioned his wife Abigail, and his children, Mar- 
tha, Patience, Mary, Abigail, Phebe, Elizabeth, 

Hist. Mac. Vow. IV, 13. 
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Margaret, Moses and Aaron. The farm in South 
Berwick, Maine, now occupied by Mark F. Good- 
win, Esquire, was the ‘‘ homestead ’’ of Moses, 
and is undoubtedly the same given him by his 
father Daniel, senior, in 1697. 

I cannot find that either ‘Thomas or James, the 
other two sons of Daniel, senior, made a will. 
Mr. Willis has committed a grave error in his 
‘** Fistory of the Law, the Courts and the Lawyers 
of Maine,” page 685, by saying that Capt. Icha- 
bod Goodwin ‘‘ was the son of Thomas win, 
the first emigrant of the family to the ancient 
town of Berwick, who came to this country in 
1660.’’ Daniel, the grandfather of Captain Icha- 
bod Goodwin, was in Kittery in 1652. 

Taomas married Mehitable Plaisted of Berwick, 
as we learn from the papers of the late John G. 
Locke, Esquire, of Boston, now in possesgion of 
Colonel Nathaniel Goodwin of Framingham, Mas- 
sachusctts, a descendant of Christopher Goodwin 
of Charlestown, in 1648. The children of Thomas 
and Mehitable were: Thomas, born July twelfth, 
1697; Ich: *, born‘ June seventeenth, 1700. 
Moses Coope:, squire, of Dover, New Hampshire, 
born in Berwick, September twenty-seventh, 1787, 
says that his grand-father, John Cooper, married 
a sister to Captain Ichabod Goodwin, whose first 
husband was an Abbot, and that Thomas Good- 
win, who married Elizabeth Butler, December 
second, 1722, and James Goodwin, who married 
Margaret Wallingford, were brothers to his grand- 
mother, and that another sister married a Mr. 
Shapleigh of Eliot. Among the heirs who claimed 
the township of land which now constitutes the 
town of Shapleigh, Maine, and which belonged to 
Major Nicholas Shapleigh, was General Ichabod, 
son of Captain Ichabod Goodwin, who was admit- 
ted to rights of Proprietor. Doctor James Scam- 
mon Goodwin of Portland, Maine, grand-son of 
Captain Ichabod, says there was another sister 
who married a Mr. Davis, On the church records 
of Berwick may be found these three baptisms : 


‘* March 14, 1707°, Olive, Daughter of Tho: 
‘¢ & Mehitable Goodin.”’ 

«« June 18, 1710, Mary, the Daughter of Tho: 
*¢ & Mehitable Goodin.” 

‘May 20, 1716, Bial the Daughter (?) of 
‘* Mehitable Goodin, own‘ the Covenant and was 
baptised ’’ 

lt was a in the latter part of 
away from the Ho- 


leasant mornin 
August, 1869, that I strolled 
tel at South Berwick, Maine, to find the home- 
etead of Captain Ichabod Goodwin, who com- 
menced life in 1729, as a black-smith, and become 
the most distinguishe¢ man that ever lived in that 


town. I was not long in finding the old mansion. 
My grand-father, Joseph Goodwin, had gladly 
sought shelter beneath its ruof when an o > 
and for this reason it was especially interesting to 
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me to take such a ramble. I found it occupied by 
Professor Ichabod Goodwin,* one of the beet belles- 
lettres scholars Bowdoin College ever conferred 
her honors upon. His wife was Sophia Elizabeth, 
the accomplished daughter of the late Judge 
Hayes of South Berwick, with a beart and cour- 
on strong enough for any fate. With them resid- 


Aunt Sally,’ born in 1786, grand-daughter of | So 


Captain Ichabod. 1 spent the most of the day in 

about the old mansion. Near by is the old 
grave-yard, in which 1 found four grave-stones, 
side by side, with the following inscriptions : 


Dec* July 21* 1736. 


Mary Goodwin, 
Dau' of M' 
Thomas & M™ 
Eliz™ Goodwin, 


Jaly 18. 1736 


M™ Mebitable 
Goodwin 


Humphrey Goodwin 
Son of M' Ichabod 
& M* Eliz™ Goodwin, 
Aged 1 Year 
& 8 Me Dect 
Aug’ 26, 1736 


The grave-stone, with simply ‘‘ Mrs. Mehitable 
Goodwin ’’ inseriped upon it, was evidently erect- 
-ed long before the others. It was so sunken into 
the earth that I had to dig it out before I could 
read the inscription. The story of the captivity of 
Mehitable win of Berwick, by the Indians, 
March eighteenth, 1689 ’90, as narrated by Mather 
in his Magnalia, and quoted by Belknap in his 
History of New Hampshire, volumn first, 
two hundred and fifty-nine, is familiar te ali - 
ers of that history. She was a captive five years 
in Canada, and then returned to Berwick, Maine. 
The name of Ensine Thomas Goodwin appears o 
the town records of Berwick, in 1703 and 1707. 
His wife’s name was Mehitable. They sold land, 


*Since writing the above the melancholy intelligence of the 
‘death of Professor Ichabod Goodwin has reached us. He died 
= eet cae anes a Petr in Beodoin oe 

a 
He was the To Anew Goorin and his wife, Elizabeth 
‘Watllingforé. brothers, ju Bowdoin College, 
— him, John Wallingford of Lynchburg, Virginia, and Ao- 
, &t Mobile, Alabama, both distinguished Civil ~— 
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twentieth, eaene Daniel Goodwin, and 
Bi the deed. These were the parents of 
ie Tenabed Goodwin. a 
he farm at South Berwick, Maine, on which 
Mrs. Mehitable Goodwin is said to have resided 
when a by the Indians, is now occupied by 
George 5. Goodwin, son of James, and his wife, 
8. Hanson ; grand-son of Samuel and his 
wile, Betsey Keays; great-grand-son of Captain 
James, and his wife, Sally Griffith ; and great- 
t-grand-son of Thomas win and his wife, 
izabeth Butler. ‘The family residing on that 
farm claim to be the descendants of Mrs. Mehitable 
Goodwin, captured by the Indians. 

Captain Ichabod Goodwin married Elizabeth 
Scammon. Their children were as follows: Han- 
nah, born July twenty-fourth, 1730, married Tris- 
tram Jordan ; Ichabod, born August Seventeenth, 
1732, died in infancy; Humphrey, born Decem- 
ber twenty-fifth, 1735, died August twenty-sixth, 
1736 Mary, born January twenty-fourth, 1737, 
married, first, Foxwell Curtis Cutts; secondly, 
Rev. Jobn Fairfield; Ichabod, born February 
twenty-third, 1739, died in infancy ; Dominicus, 
born April twenty-fonrth, 1741, married, first, 
Hannah ilill, secondly, Mrs. Betsey Perkins; 
Ichabod, born May fourteenth, 1743, married 
Mary Wallingford; Samuel, born August seven- 
teenth, 1745, died unmarried; Elizabeth, born 
December twenty-fifth, 1748, died unmarried ; 
Sally, born April twenty-first, 1754, married, first, 
‘femple* Hight, September twenty-fourth, 1772; 
secondly, Kishworth Jordan. On the Berwick 
Town records is the following publishment : 

“©1771, May 25" Doc' lvory Hovey & Miss 
Sarah Goodwin published postpon* by order of 
Miss Sarah Goodwin.” 

Captain Ichabod Goodwin was in Colonel Pre- 
ble’s regiment of Provincials, and was wounded 
July eighth, 1758, at Ticonderoga. We learn 
from the London Magazine that he was especially 
mentioned in Major General Abercromby's Report 
to Mr. Secretary Pitt. The battle lasted more 
than four hours, with a loss of four hundred and 
sixty-four regulars killed, twenty-nine missing, 
and one thousand one hundred and seventeen 
wounded ; and eight hundred and eighty-seven 
Provincials killed, eight missing, and two hundred 
and thirty nine wounded. ‘ 

The children of Ichabod Goodwin and his wife 
Mary, daughter of Colonel Thomas Wallingford 
of Somersworth, New Hampshire, were: Ichabod, 
married Aana Tompson ; mas died unmarried ; 
Betsey died of consumption, aged sixteen ; Abigail 
marred her cousin, William Hight; Mary died 
unmarried ; Hannah married Josiah W. Seaver ; 
Andrew married, firet, Betsey Tompson, secondly 


‘Betsey Wallingford ; Sarah, born November ninth, 
1786, living unmarried, ‘still jolly;” Olive 


Elizabeth, died aged two years ; Dominious, grad- 
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uate of Dartmouth College, died, engaged to be 

married to Migs Sarah Lang; James Scammon, 

yeician in Portland, Maine, married Hannah 
kin. 

The children of Dominicus Goodwin and his 
wife, Hannah Hill, were: Samuel, married Anna 
Gerrish ; Betsey, married General William Frost ; 
Dominicus, married Pe Lord ; Jordan, married 
Sally Hill; Hannah, died in infancy ; by his sec- 
ond wife, Mrs. Betsey Perkins, nee Littlefield, he 
had: John, married Agnes Rogers; Hannah, 
manied William Thomson ; Ichabod, died unmar- 
ried; Daniel, married Mary Pray of New York ; 
Sally, died unmarried. 

The children of Samuel Goodwin and his wife, 
Anna Gerrish, were: Ann Thompson, living un- 
married ; Ichabod, Ex-Governor of New Hamp- 
shire, married Sarah Parker Rice; Joseph Ger- 
rish, married Frances Hobbs, daughter of William 
Hobbs of Berwick ; Samuel, residing in Green- 
ville, Penn. ; Hannah Jane, married Colonel Love 
Keay; Mary Elizabeth, died unmarried, Decem- 
ber, 1867, and was buried on the homestead farm 
in North Berwick, Maine, which is now owned by 
Ex-Governor Ichabod Goodwin of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire: Sarab Elliot, married William 
Hobbs, son of Colonel Nathaniel Hobbs of North 
Berwick, Maine: Olive Jordan, residing in North 
Berwick, on the ‘‘ homestead,’’ with ber sister, 
Ann T.; Daniel Baynes, President of Penneylva- 
nia University, married Mary Merrick of Hal- 
lowell, Maine. 

When a pupil under the Rev. Dr. Daniel 
Raynes Goodwin above named, he would frequent- 
ly say to me, ‘* can you tell me now the name of 
oad great-great grand father of Berwick, Maine?” 
‘If he will read this article he will learn that 1 can. 
May I not be allowed to ask the learned Doctor of 
Divinity when he first learned that Daniel (signifi- 
cant name) Goodwin of Kittery, Maine, in 1652, 
was Azs American ancestor ? 

The children of Thomas Goodwin and his wife, 
Elizabeth Butler, were as follows : 


Elisha, baptized October ninth, 1726. 

Thomas, baptized October ninth, 1726. 

Olive, baptized July twenty-eighth, 1728. 
Moses, baptized October twenty-seventh, 1728. 
Elizabeth, baptized September sixth, 1730. 
Mary, baptized. April fifteenth, 1732-3. 
James, baptized April twentieth, 1735. 

James, baptized May fifteenth, 1737. 

Daniel, baptized August nineteenth, 1738. 


Mrs. Anna Burroughs, widow of Joseph P. 
Burroughs of Lebanon, Maine, daughter of Thomas 
Goodwin and his wife, Anna Hodgsdon, says her 
ears art te Elisha Goodwin, brother to Captain 

ames Goodwin who married Sally Griffith, and 
that he was killed at South Berwick, Maine, by » 
fog rolling over him. She was born Decem 
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seventeenth, 1787, at Legro’s Corner in Lebanon. 
[ visited her October fifteenth, 1869, and found her 
at her looms weaving. She told me her grand- 
father Goodwin's children were: Elisha, married 
Hannah Sharkley ; Daniel, the father of Jeremiah 
Goedwin so long Register of Deeds for York Coun- 
AM Maine; Jeremiah, married Mary Remick ; 

homas, married Anna Hodgsdon ; Sa ly, married 
—— —— Johnson; Mebitable, married, first, 
Thomas Goodwin, secondly, Amos Gordon of Bid- 
deford, Maine; Olive, married Alexander Mc- 
Gooch ; Betsey, married William Chadwick. She 
said also, “I shall be eighty two years old the 
seventeenth day of next December. I can spin ten 
skeins of yarn in a day, by the light of the sun. [ 
am now weaving six yards of cloth five quarters 
wide, daily. hen I was eighty years of age I 
spun, in ten months, four hundred and thirty- 
three skeins of yarn, and wove five hundred and 
twenty-five yards of cloth.”’ ; 

John, son of William Goodwin and his wife, 
Deliverance Taylor, married, June twelfth, 1715, 
Patience Willoughby. Their children were, prob- 
ably, John, Jr.; Willoughby, married Lydia 
Knox, and resided in Somersworth, New Hamp- 
shire ; Joseph, born June, 1724, married Eliza- 
beth Warren; Henry; Nathan, married in Ber- 
wick, and settled in Argyle, Nova Scotia ; Martha, 
William and Noah. 

Joseph, who married Elizabeth Warren, was a 
mason by trade. He resided in Berwick, where 
his children were born, viz: Nathan, May third, 
1746 ; Patience, 1747; Joseph, December nine- 
teenth, 1749; Nehemiah, bapt’sed February six- 
teenth, 1752. He subsequently settled at Little 
Falls in Biddeford, Maine, where he died. His 
widow, Mrs. Elizabeth Goodwin, married David 
Young, Jr., of Biddeford, Maine, August fifth, 
1761, and settled in Limington, Maine. She died 
May fourteenth, 1796. After the death of their 
father, the children returned to Berwick. 

Nathan shipped on board the Schooner ‘* Barba- 
does,‘? Henry Adamson Commander, at Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire, July thirteenth, 1772, to 

0 to Barbadoes, thence to Philadelphia, thence 

ck to Portsmouth. He was discha Decem- 
ber third, 1772. He served in the war of the 
Revolution. He sailed from Charleston, S. C., 
March, 1778, in the ‘« Randolph,”’ commanded by 
Nicholas Biddle. He says, also, in his Journal 
now before me : 

“Feb 5.1778 I sailed on a Cruse The Eight 
‘¢ day was taken The Eight Day of March arrived 
‘+ at Rhode island 

“ April 15 Sailed for old england May 13 
* arived at Spit head in Said Kingdom then was 
** put on board of a ninty gun Ship — — 

** Sept 28 was Commit to prison Called fortan 
** prison 


n July 4.1779 broke prison the . Zight got to 
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‘* france by Crossing the Channel in a Small open 
‘* boat the whole number in Said boat was nine.”’ 

He learned the shoe-maker’s trade with Wil- 
liam Warren of Berwick, and married his daugh- 
ter, Sally. Their children were Betsey, Hannah, 
Esther, Nehemiah and Sarah, born in Berwick ; 
and Bevjamin, Nathan, Edmund, Hiram, and 
William, born in Shapleigh, Maine. He moved 
from Berwick to Shapleigh, January nineteenth, 
1785, and settled on ‘‘ Hubbard’s Ridge.” He 
was ‘l'reasurer of the town five years, and one of the 
Selectmen fifteen years. His wife died July thir- 
ty-first, 1795. ie married, secondly, Mrs. Hul- 
dah Estes, nee Frost, November nineteenth, 1801. 
He died December fifteenth, 1831; she died De- 
cember sixteenth, 1832. ‘The farm on which he 
resided is, perbaps, the best in what is now Acton. 
His grandson, Oliver Goodwin, Esquire, resides on 


it. 

Joseph, Jr. after the death of brs father, lived 
in Berwick, in the family of Captain Ichabod 
Goodwin, his grandfather’s cousin. March six- 
teenth, 1774, he purchased fifty acres of land in 
Buxton, Maine, and built a log-cabin ; and Feb- 
ruary fifth, 1777, thirty acres more, adjacent, on 
Letter A. Second Division. He was in the Army 
in 1775, and was with Washington when he cross- 
ed the Delaware. The gun he used is preserved in 


the family. In 1779, he married Mary, daughter of 
Deucon Timothy Hasaltine, who came from Brad- 
ford, Massachusetts, and settled in Narraganset, 


Number One, now Buxton, Maine, as early as 1752. 
In the Fall of 1791 Joseph Goodwin built a house 
‘6 on the S. W. end 6th, on A 2d Div.’’ He was 
strictly a farmer. His children were Joseph, Jr. 
born June first, 1780, drowned in Saco river, while 
bathing, June third, 1798, and was buried on the 
homestead ; Anna, born October eleventh, 1782, 
married Samuel Elliot, and resided at one Lime at 
Lockport. New York; Timothy, born April nine- 
teenth, 1785, married Sarah Davis; Ruth. born 
April first, 1788, married, first, Dearborn Blake, 
who was killed in the war of 1812, secondly, Ma- 
jor Nicholas Davis, a brother to her brother Timo- 
thy’s wife; Samuel, born April sixth, 1791, mar- 
ried, first, Mary Emery, secondly, Lucy Alden of 
Gorham, Maine; Nathan, born Feb. 19, 1794, 
married Joanna Bradbury: William, born Feb. 
19, 1797, married Elizabeth Knight of Calais, 
Maine ; Eliza, born 1799, married Joseph Bradbu 
Joseph Guodwin died July third, 1817, and 
ueathed his farm to his son, Samuel, wha re- 
sided npon it till his death, October thirteeenth, 
1849. It is now owned and occupied by Samuel's 
son, Joseph W. Goodwin, 

Nehemiah resided in Buxton in 1775 when he 
entered the army and served till 1779, and or 
longer. ‘Tradition says he was captured by the 
British and died of emall-pox in prison at Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, unmarried. - 
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Patience, after the death of her father, lived in 
the family of her uncle, William Warren of Ber- 
wick, Maine, till she married Alexander Cooper, 
December thirty first, 1767. She had ten children, 
one of whom, the venerable Moses Couper of Do- 
ver, New Hampshire, is still living, hearty, bale and 
jolly. She died March sixth 1831, aged eighty- 
three yeare and four months, and was buried on 
the ‘* Cooper Farm’ at South Berwick, Maine. 

Taytor, son of William Goodwin and his wife, 
Deliverance Taylor, married Betsey Nason, and re- 
sided in the ** Old Fields,” in South Berwick. 
His ‘+ homestead’’ consisted of eight acres of land 
bounded as follows, ** beginning at Newichwan- 
‘nich River next to William Warren’s land thence 
‘* Kast seventy-seven poles by said Warrens land.; 
** thence South fifteen polos and twelve feet ; thence 
‘* South 88 I-2° to the afuresaid River ; thence by 
‘* said River to the beginning.”’ 

His children were— 

Benjamin, baptized April fifteenth 1732-3. 

Martha, baptized March thirtieth, 1732. 

Benjamin, baptized April twenty-fourth, 1737. 

Elisha, baptized May Iastoonth 1738. 

Moses, ptized February 
1740-41, 

Molly, baptized March twenty- seventh, 1743-44 

William, baptized May nineteenth, 1745. 

Hannah, baptized March twenty-seventh, 1747 8. 

Martha, baptized March eighth, 1752. 


Benjamin sernn baptized November third 1754. 


Joseph 

Elizabeth, baptized July thirtieth, 1757. 

After the death of Taylor Goodwin, hie w'dow 
married, September tenth, I778, Peter Grant, 
whose first wife was Alice Guptail. 

William, son of Taylor, married Rachel Abbot, 
October ninth 1765. Their children were Moses, 
married Eunice Warren ; dames, married Sarah 
Grant; William and Elisha, who’ died at sea; 
Hannah, died unmarried: Lydia, married Thomas 
Hubbard of Shapleigh, Maine; Betsey, married 
John Warren: Polly, died unmarried; John, 
married Betsey Hubbard, June eighth, 1788. The 
latter has a son, Colonel John Goodwin, residing 
in Shapleigh, Maine. He is one of the best farm- 
ers in that town. He owns between three and 
four hundred acres of land, and cuts about fifty 
tons of bay annually. 

Benjamin and Joseph, twin sonsof Taylor Good- 
win, settled in Shapleigh, Maine. Benjamin mar- 
ried, first, Mary, sister to. Deacon Thomas Shackley, 
May eighth, 1777, in Berwick; by whom he had 
five-daughters, viz; Hannah, married, first, W1l- 
liam Emery, secondly, John Goodridge of Alfred, 
Maine ; Mary, married Elius Littlefield of Sanford, 
Maine ; Martha, married Joshua Goodridge ; Bet- 
ty, married Solomon Morrison of Sanford; and 

is, married Nathan Goodridge, three brothers 
matried three sisters. By his seoond wife, Betsey 


twenty-second, 
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Luinscott, married November second, 1787, he had 
six children, viz; Benjamin, Jr. went to New Or- 
leans at the age of twenty and is supposed to have 
died there soon after; Eunice, born in December 
1790, now (August sixteenth 1869) living unmar- 
ried; Elisha, married. first, Hepzibah Hooper, 
who died June twenty-eighth 1816, aged seventeen 

ears, secondly, November twenty-ninth, 1817, 

ancy, daughter of Moses and grand-daughter of 
Aaron Roberts of Berwick ; they had no children ; 
he died May twenty-ninth, 1865; Moses, twin 
brother to Elisha, born April first, 1792, married 
Mary Hooper, sister to his brother Elisha’s firet 
wife; she was born May thirty-first, 1798, and 
died June thirteenth, 1869; he died November 
eleventh, 1859, aged sixty-seven years, seven 
months and eleven days; Olive, married John 
Patch of Shapleigh ; Sarah, married Otis Pugsley 
of Shapleigh. By his third wife, Mrs. Sally Bedel 
nee Newell, widow of John Bedel of Sanford, he 
had ne children. 

Joseph, the other twin brother, married, July 
twenty-ninth, 1773, Sarah Prichard of Berwick, 
and settled on ‘* Hubbard’s Ridge’”’ in Shapleigh, 
as early as 1778. He had a son, Ichabod, who 
married, October fifteenth, 1801, Mercy, daughter 
of Deacon Samuel Willey, and a daughter, Bet- 
sey, who married Samuel Long, in 1800. The 
family moved into the eastern part of Meine. 

Witiiam, son of William Goodwin and his wife, 
Their 


Deliverance Taylor, married Abigail Stone. 
children were, William, Patience, James, Abigail 
and Deliverance, all oon April twenty-second 


1725; Elijah, baptized March twenty-third 1726-7: 
Jeremiah and Shipway, baptized June fourth 1732; 
Jeremiah, baptized July twenty-fourth 1737. 

Exiag, son of William Goodwin and his wife, 
a Stone, settled at ‘‘ Cranberry Meadow,”’ 
in Berwick, Maine, and married, first, Abigail 
Tarbox, by whom he had, Abigail, baptized De- 
cember eighth, 1751; Elijah, Baptized November 
tenth, 1752; Daniel, baptized June eighth, 1755; 
Lydia, baptized January sixteenth, 1757 ; Adam, 
baptized January fourteenth, 1759 ; Charity, ba 
tized January fifth, 1761; Reuben, baptized July 
seventeenth, 1763; Meribah, baptized November 
twenty-fourth, 1765 ; Martha, baptized July twen- 
ty-fourth, 1768; Lemuel, baptized September 
twelfth, 1771; Jacob. baptized January ninth, 
1773; Charles, baptized August twenty-fourth, 
1777. Secondly, he married Mrs. Eunice Haw- 
mond, nee Foy, by whom he had Simon, baptized 
May twenty-eixth, 1787. 

Charlea, son of Elijah and his wife, Abigail 
Tarbox, married, October eleventh, 1801, Experi- 
ence Fall, and settled on the ‘* homestead’’ at 
Cranberr Meadow in Berwick, Maine, where he 
resided about three years; he then moved to Leb- 
anon, Maine, about two miles South East of Leb- 
anon Centre, on a farm of perhaps seventy acres, 
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where he literally wore himself out with hard 
work, and where he died and was buried. His 
Children were Tristram, Simon, Lemuel, Otis F. 
Syrena, Abigail, Charles, Martha and Charles E. 

Apa, son of William Goodwin and his wife, 
Deliverance Taylor, married, first, Sarah . 
by whom he had Sarah, baptized March thirtieth, 
1728-9 ; Sarah, baptized December twenty-ninth, 
1734; a son, baptized November twenty-fifth, 
1735. His second wife was “Mehitable Thompson, 
daughter of Thomas Thompson, by whom he had 
Mehitable, baptized January first, 1748-4; 0 
daughter, baptized August twenty-sixth, 1746 ; 
Ephraim, baptized April eleventh, 1749; Amy, 
baptized November tenth 1752. 

oses, son of William Goodwin and his wife, 
Deliverance Taylor, married Am » by 
whom he had Rachel, Charles, ‘‘ Katharine,’’ and 
Priscilla, all baptized December fourteenth, 1727 ; 
a daughter, baptized July twenty-fourth, 1729; 
Amy, baptized May twenty-fourth, 1730 ; Reuben, 
baptized April twenty-seventh, 1734; Ann, ba 
tized June eighth, 1735. Moses made his Will 
May ninth, 1769, in which he mentiored his wife, 
Ann(?), and his children, Charles, ‘* Katharine” 
Astin, wife of Benjamin Astin; Priscilla Jones, 
wife of John Jones ; d daughter, Mary Lord, 
wife of Jacob Lord aud donghtte of his late daugh- 
ter, Ruth Clark; grand-children, Sarah Gerrish 
and Joice Clark, children of his daughter, Rachel 
Clark. 

Christopher Goodwin, the ancestor of the Good- 
wins of Plymouth, Massachusetts, was married in 
Charlestown, in 1648. 

Elder William Goodwin, admitted a freeman at 
Cambridge in 1632, settled at Hartford, Connecti- 
cut, about 1636, with his brother Ozias. 

In Virginia, we find Sir Francis Goodwin, in 
1620; Thomas, in 1650; Major James, in 1658 ; 
Richard, in 1681; Matthew, in 1701; Devorax, 
Joseph and Thomas, Jr. in 1705 ; John and Ben- 
jamin, in 1711; Edmund, in 1713; Robert, in 
1748; Thomas, in 1753; Harwood, in 1759; Jo- 
seph, in 1780; Corporal Thomas Goodwin receiv- 
ed two hundred acres of land in Virginia, Novem- 
ber twenty-second, 1783, for three years’ service 
in the Continental line; Lieutenant Dinwiddie 
Goodwin died in Virginia in 1777, and November 
twentieth 1783, two thousand six hundred and 
sixty-six and two-thirds acres of land were grarr- 
ed to Captain Stephen Goodwin, ‘‘ heir-at-Law of 
‘* the said Dinwiddie,’’ of Dinwiddie County, the 
descendents of all of whom we hope to hear from. 

W. F, G.) 
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VIlIl.—EARLY BIRTHS AND DEATHS IN 
VIRGINIA.* 


Ann Cocke the Daughter of Bowler Cocke & 
Sarah his Wife was born at Bowlers Point on Rap- 

hannock River the eighteenth day of June 
MDCCXX. Susanna Cocke Daughter to the 
Said Bowler & Sarah was born at Bremo the Sixth 
day of November MDCCXXII, and died the Octo 
following. Tabitha Cocke was born the twenty 
fifth day of Sep". MDCCXXIV. Bowler Cocke was 


born the eleventh day of March MDCCXXVI.} ; 


Sarah Cocke was born the Sixth day of February 
MDOCXX. Eliz*: Cocke was born the fifteenth day 
of May MDCCXXJ. Richard Cocke was born 
the Seventh dey of March MDCCXXXIII & lived 
but twenty five days. Charles Cocke was borm 
the ninth dey of ber MDCCXXXYV, and 
died the ay of Aug": MDCCXXXJX. 


Ann Lansford Daughter of Hannah Laneford 
Mallets was born Sept’ 18-1731. Elizabeth Lans- 
ford Daughter of Said Hannah was Born July y’. 
10 day—1732 William Lanstord Son ot Said 
Hannah was Born Mareh y° 1. Day—1835 John 
Lansford Son of Said Hannah was Born Sep‘. y 
19. Day. 1737 Mary Lansford Daughter of Said 
Hannah was born March I~-day—1739 


Entered October y*. 14-1740, Delivered me by 
Cap'. John Redford, 


Sack Brewer Clk C vesy— 


Catharine Lorton Daughter of Robert Lorton & 
Lucretia his Wife was born the 12" March 1737-8 
Ann Lorton Daughter of the said Rob‘. Lorton 
& Lucretia his wife was born August 15". 1740 
Thomas Lorton was born July the 14". 1746; 
Robert Lorton was Born January 11". 1749. 


Francis Kemp Son of Alexander Kemp and 
Martha his Wife was born y* 18. day of October, 
1735. 

Arthur Mosely was Killed by a fall from his 
Horse y* 4" day of October anno Dom. 1736 

Ann Middleton Daughter of John Middleton 
and Judith his Wife was born y*. 12 Day of Oc- 
tober anno Dom MDCCXXXVJJ. 

Elizabeth Poval Daughter of Robert Povall and 
Judith his Wife was Born in December anno 
1729— 

Robert Povall Son of the above said Robert and 
Judith was born y° 3* Day of July anno 1732 

Sarah the Wife of John Rees who lately arri’ed 
here in the Snow Phoenax from London departed 
this Life the thirtieth day of Aug* anno 173% 





*Copied in 1869, from loose leaves in the “Hexrico Parism 
Recorps,” extending from the year 1731 to 1773, ia possession of 
P. R. Carrington, Esquire, Richmond, Virginia. one 

-F.@. 
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Richard Sharp Son of Henry Sharp and Mary 
his Wife was.born y’. 17 day of January 1735. 

Mary the Daughter of Henry Sharp and Mary 
his Wife was Born the last day of September— 
1739. 

Henry the Son D° was born y* 27 of March 1734. 

Ann the Daughter of D*: was born y*. 10 day 
of June 1741. 


Mich’. Taylor departed this Life y* 11 Day of 
January anno 1735. r , 


Edmond Liptrot departed this life December y° 
2 1735, 7 ¥ 


Benjamin Hobson departed this life Decemb" y’. 
12 1735— 

M™. Mary Randolph departed this lite Decem'. 
y’. 29. 1736. 


[X.—ACCOUNT OF WICKEN BONANT, ENG- 
LAND. 


[Communicated by the distinguished Genealogist, Miss 
Harriet A. Bainbridge, 24 Russell Road, Kensington, 
Lendon, England.} 

Its earliest mention in Domesday Book, is Wica. 
In the Court Rolls of the Ilall temp. Edw. tI. we 
find it under the name of Wykes, and half a cen- 
tury later as Wyken. There is little doubt that 
these are only the corruptions of Wickham. The 
addition of Bonhant, from one of the Manors of 
the parish, is for the sake of distinguishing it 
from Wickham St. Paul and Wickham Bisheps, 
beth in the same country. 

There were, from earliest periods, two manors 
in this parish, that of Woicken, or the Hall, and 
that of Bonhant. Both of these are mentioned in 
Domesday Book. They were united in the six- 
teenth century, and have since. been reckoned one. 

Matthew Bradbury died seized of it, February 
twenty-sixth, 1587, having bought it of Robert 
Chatterlow. It continued in the Bradbury family 
till theearly part of theeighteenth, century, when, in 
default of male issue, Dorinda, daughter of Mat- 
thew Bradbury, carried it in marriago to Joseph 
Sharpe, Esquire. The Bradbury brick house at 
Wicken Bonant, is forty-five miles from London. 
It was built by William Bradbuay, who died in 
1622, for his second son, Wyman or Wymond, and 
continued in the second branch of the family till 
its extinction. Mr. Joseph Martin then owned it, 
until the last two years. At his demise, it went 
to his son-in-law, Mr. John Pollitt, who now owna 
it and resides there. 

London, England, February fourth, 1870. 
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X.—REVOLUTIONARY OFFICERS OF NEW HAMPSIIRE REGIMENTS. 


(From the New Hampshire Archives*) 


A Return of the Field, Staff, & other Commission’d Officers in the First N ‘ Hampshire Reg'. from 
the 8* Day of Nov. 1776 until the 1* Jan’. 1780. Noteing the casualties that have happen’d dur*. 


se‘ term 
Appointed 


Nov. 8. 1776 
Do — 
Do — 


Ap’. 9. 1777 

Nov. 8. 1776 
Do — 
Do — 

May 2*. 1777 


Oo— 
Nov. 8. 1776 


Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Ap’. 3*. 1777 
Nov. 8. 1776 


Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 





Officers names 


John Stark 
Joseph Cilley 
George Reid 


Sam'. Cotton 
Benj Kimball 
Caleb Stark 
Patrick Cogan 
John Hale 
John Pool 
Jerem". Gilman 


W*. Scott 
Amos Morril 
Jason Wait 
John House 
Amos Emerson 
Ebenezer Fry 
Is. Farwell 
Nath' Hutchens 
Simon Sartwell 


Moody Dustin 
James Goold 
Jon°. Emerson 
Peleg Williams 
John Moore 
James Taggart 
Nath'. M°Calley 
Josiah Munro 
W" Bradford 
W™ Lee 

Dan'. Clapp 
Asa Senter 
Jerem® Pritchard 
W. Hutchens 
Bezeleel Howe 
Simon Merrill 
Jon*. Willard 
Jos* Thompson 
Tho. Blake 


Fran‘. Chandonett 


Joseph Lawrence 
David Mudgett 
Sam'. Sweet 


May 29. 1777 | Jon*. Pirkins 
Sep. 20. 1777 | Joseph Mills 

D° 28. 1777 | Hubbard Carter 
Jan’. 10.1778 | Sam'. Thompson 


*Judge Nesmith of New Hampshire called our attention, some twelve years since, to a box, in the Attic of the State House, filled 
with loose papers, among which this and the two following papers were found. 

The distinguished historians of this country desire the publication of the “ Revolutionary Papers” of the State of New Hamp- 
shire. and we hope some extensive publishing House in New York or Boston will propose to the State to furnish it with a certain 
number of printed copies of such records, in consideration of the copy-right. We assure ourselves that the State Authorities 
for the time being would rather eucourage than place any obstacle in the way of such individual enterprise. With such a gentle- 
man as Dr. Moore of the New York Historical Society, or Mr. Drake, or Mr. Pulsifer of Massachusetts, or Mr Bartlett of Rhode Is- 
land, as editor, such a aeriea of Historical Works would honor the State of New Hampshire, W. F. G. 


Rank 


Col? 
Lt. Cols 


Kemarks 


Resign’d Mar. 23*. 1777. 

Promoted to Col’. Feb’. 22*. 1777. 

d’. to L' Col’. Apl. 2*. 1777. Promoted to L‘. 
Col’, Com™ : of the 2". Regt. March 1778 

resign’d Augst. 14. 1777. 

Killed Augst. 23°, 1779— 

left out of the new Arrangement 

died Aug*t. 22*. 1778. 

resign’d Jan’ 11. 1780. 


Promoted to Major Ap’. 2*. 1777. Promoted Liut. 


Col’. Sep". 20. 1777. 
Promotod to Major Sept. 20. 1777. 


resign’d March 5th, 1778. 


Promoted to Capt Lt. wth. Rank of Capt*. i". Sep" 
20. 1777. 


Promoted wth, Rank of Capt*. f'. March 5. 1778. 
wounded & left out of the new Arrangmen 
° d° 


resign’d May 10‘h, 1778— 

left out of the new arrangment 

resign'd Augst. 22. 1778. 

Killed in the battle of New Town Augst. 30.1779. 
appointed Q'. M'. augst. 234. 1778. 

resign’d Augst, 22. 1778. 

resign’d Jan’ 10. 1778. 


appointed Adjt- Jan’ 1. 1778, 
resign’d Jane 23*. 1779, 


Promoted to 2*, Lt Sept 20. 1777, 
a d° Jan’ 10. 1778. 
a d° Mar. 5, 1778. 
d° d° May 11. 1778. 

left out of the new Arrangment 

died June 4, 1777. 

resign’d Nov. 20. 1777. 

resign’d Sept. 28. 1777. 
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A Return of the Field, Staff & other Commission’d Officers, that are or ever bave been in the 2 . 


New Hampshire 
ignation since the 1*. Jan’ 1777 to 1". Jan’ 1780 
Appointed Officers Names \ Rank 


Noy. 8. 1776 
Do — 
Do — 

Mar 5. 1778 

Nov. 8. 1776 
Do — 
Do — 


Do — 
Te cos 
ee 


Aug. 18.1777 
Nov. 18. 1779 
Aug. 23.1778 
Oct*. 24.1779 
Nov 8. 1776 
Do — 


Do — 
Ap’. 21777 
Nov. 8. 1776 

Do — - 


Do — 
Ap’. 2*. 1777 
Nov. 8. 1776 

* Do— 
May 9. 1777 
Noy. 8. 1776 

Do — 

Do — 

Do — 

Do — 

Do — 

Do — 

Do — 

Do — 

Do — 


Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
Nov. 8. 1776 
Do — 
Do — 
Do — 
May 6. 1777 
Sep®. 16.1777 
Sep’. 20. 1777 
Oct. 9. 1777 
Dec 22. 1777 


Enoch Poor 
Nath'. Hale 
Winborn Adams 
George Reid 
Benj Titcomb Capt’. 
W". Elliot adjt- 
Jerem", Fogg Pay M’. 


|. 


Col’. 
L‘. Col°. 
Major 


Richard Brown 
W™ Parker 
Pelitiah Warren 
W. Wood 

WwW" M Bell 
James Carr 
Joseph Potter 
Rob‘. R. Henry 
James Norris 
W Rowell 

Jn’. Colcord 
Jam’ Nichols 
Josiah Meloon 
Enoch Chase 
Sam! Nute 

Jos*. Merrow 
Fred*. M. Bell 
Jethrow Head 
Tho’. Hardy 
Ebenez. Light. 
Sam' Adams 
Caleb Robinson 
Moses Dustin 
Micah Hoit 
Luke Woodbury 
James Carr Capt* 
Sam'. Cherry Lieutt- 
Pelit®. Whittemore | Lieutt- 
Geo. P. Frost Ens. — 


John Drew 
W. Wallas 
David Gilman 
Ww. M. Bell 
Elijah Clayes 
Sam'. Bradford 
: Potter 

=. Taggart 
Sam! Blodget 
James Crombie Lieutt 
Noah Robinson Lieutt 
David Forsyth Ens. 
Dan'. Gookin Ens. 
Caleb Blodget Ens. 
Geo. Burnham Ens, 
W*. Twombly Ens, 
Tho*. Challis Ens, — 


Capt’. 
Lieutt- 
Lieutt- 
Ens — 
Capt" 

Lidatt. 
Lieutt- 
Ens — 
Capt" 


Lt Col’.Comd*. 


Regiment with the time of their Appointments promotions, Deaths Discharge or Res- 


Remarks. 


Promoted to Brig. General Feb’. 21. 1777. 


D°. to Col*. Prisoner July 7%. 1777. 
D°. to Lt Col’. 7 Ap’. 1777. Kill’d 19 Sep. 1777. 


Promoted to Major 2* Ap’. 1777. 
Prisoner July 7. 1777. 
ore to Capt®. Oct’. 9. 1777. resigned P M. 
7 Oct? ’79 
resign’d 22* Augt- 1778. 
D° 31" Nov. 1778. 
De = 10th. Oct*. 1777. 


Promoted to Major in 3‘. Reg‘. 20 Sept’. 1777. 
Do — to Captain 2 Ap'. 1777. 

resign’d May 6. 1777 

furlough’d 1*. Ap’. 30 days, not return’d 

left out of the new Arrangment 

Promoted to Captain 22°. Dec’. 1777. 
resigned’d 


died 9°. Oct’. 1779 
resign’d May 8. 1777. 
D° Aug. 27. 1778. 


Promoted to Liutt- Oct*. 9th, 1777. 


Promoted to Captain 20 Sept 1777. 
Furlough’d Ap'. 1st. 30 days not retarn’d 
Promoted to Liutt- 20 Sep’. 1777. 


Promoted to Captain Leiutenant 


Promoted to 2*. Lt- 20 Sep’. & to 1st. Lt 22‘. Dec. 
1777 

resign’d Aug. 31. 1778. 

Furloug’d in Oct’. 1777, & not return’d 

Cashir’d 9. nov. 1778. 

Promoted to Liutt 6. May, 1777. 

Died of his wound some time in Nov. 1779. 

left out of the new Arrangment. 


Promoted to Liutt 22*. Dec’. 1777 
resign’d 22‘ Dec’. 1777. 
left out of the new Arrangment 


Dead May 10. 1778. 
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An arrangement agreed upon by the Officers of the New Hampshire Line, and the Names of those 
who retire a sreeable to a general Order of the 1: . November 1780— 


1". Regin.ent 


Henry Dearborn 
William Scott 


Ebenezer Frye 
Isaac Farwell 
Daniel Livermore 
Isaac © 

Simon Sartwell 
Moody Dudley 
Nicholas Gilman 
| Josiah Monroe 
Benjamin Ellis 


Asa Senter 

| Jonathan Cass 
Nathan Hoit 
Bezaleel Howe 
Jonathan W illard 
Joshua Thompson 
7| Thomas Blake 

8 | Jonathan Perkins 
9 | Jonathan Cilley 
10 | Joseph Milts 

11 | Archibald Stark 
12 | Hubbart Carter 
13| Nathan Weare 


QOorernmH OCIS HS Coble 





1| John Harvey 
2\ Moses Page 
3 | Samuel Thompson 


Retir’d 


Joseph Cilley 
Benj*. Titcomb 
| Nat aniel Uutchins 


Alexander Scammell 


} 


Colonel 
L*. ditto 
Major 


Captain 
a 


d’. 
ad’, 
ad. 
da. 
ad. 
@, 
a. 


‘Lieu'. 

Lieu'. 
da. 
da’. 
ad’, 
d°. 
ad. 
ad’. 
dad. 
@. 
ad’, 
a 
d’. 


CoONanh wb OoOCoNIAOoh Whore 


Ensign 
ad 


a. 


Col’ 
Lieut. Col’, 
Cap’. 





2-4, Regiment 


George Reid 
Amos Morrill 
Jason Wait 


Caleb Robinson 
James Carr 
William Rowell 
David M°.Gregore 
Moses Dustin 
Jeremiah Fi 
Enoch Chase 
Samuel Cherry 
John Dennett 


Joseph Potter 
Pelatiah Whittemore 
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XI.—NARRAGANSET NUMBER ONE, NOW 
THE TOWN OF BUXTON, MAINE. 


From a manuscript in possession of Cyrus 

oodman, Esquire, of Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
Written by the late Charles Coffin, Esquire, of 
Buzion.] 


The tract of land constituting this townshi 
and Narraganset Number Seven, was between an 
running from Saco river to the Presumpscot, be- 
ginning at the north west corner of Biddeford, 
that part which is now Saco, and running on the 
head uf Saco, Scarborough and Westbrook to the 
Presumpscot. Number One is row Buxton, in 
the county of York, Maine; and Number Seven, 
Gorbam, in the county of Cumberland. Number 
One was assigned to Philemon Dane of Ipswich, 
and one hundred and nineteen others, belonging 
to the towns of Ipswich, Rowley, Newbury, Ha- 
verhill, Salisbury, Amesbury, Methuen, Hampton, 
Greenland and Berwick. The committee were 
Philemon Dane and John Gaines of Ipswich, and 
Colonel Joseph Gerrish of Newbury. It was re- 
ported as surveyed in February, 1734, and the re- 
port accepted. 

The first meeting of the Proprietors was held at 
Newbury-Falis, when John Hobson, Esquire, of 
Rowley, was chosen clerk, who, with the follow- 
‘ing gentlemen, were elected to that office till the 
Proprietors ceased to act as a body, namely: Col- 
onel Joseph Coffin of Newbury, Colonel Tristram 
Jordan of Saco, Deacon Thomas Bradbury and the 
Honorable John Woodman of Byxton. Buxton is 
bounded westerly by Saco river, which divides it 
from the town of Hollie : easterly and northerly 
by the towns of Saco, Scarborough, Gorham and 
Standish. A settlemeut in this township was 
commenced in 1748 or 1749, by Deacon Amos 
Chase from Newbury, late of Saco, Joseph Simp- 
son, Nathan Whitney, and Messrs. Gage and Bry- 
ant. They erected for themselves log houses and 
a log meeting-house. They all left and sold out 
to others. 1t appears by their records that the Pro- 
prietors were exceedingly desirous to comply with 
all the conditions of their grant, by repeatedly 
offering land and money to induce individuals to 
settle on their lands. But so far from having sixty 
families and a learned Orthodox minister settled 
in the town at the end of seven years or in 1740, 
neither had been complied with, and they were 
near losing their grant, for Eliot Vaughan and 
others had applied, by petition, to the Legislature 
for the same tract. At a legal meeting in 1742, 
it was voted ‘*that Joseph Gerrish and John 
Greenleaf, Esquires, be a committee to represent 
the Proprietors at the next sitting of the great and 
General Court or Assembly of his Majesties Prov- 
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ince of Massachusetts Bay in New England, and 
then and there offer reasons in behalf of said Pro- 
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o- why the prayer of the petition of Eliot 
aughan and otlers relating to a township called 
Number One, on Saco river, should not be grant- 
ed.”” As nothing more appears on the records 
relative to this petition, and as the grantees held 
the township eight years longer before complyiug 
with any condition of the grant, it would seem 
that Messrs. Greenleaf and Gerrish were entirely 
successful in their opposition to Mr. Vaughan’s 
=. Of all the seven townships granted in 

733, Number One, Buxton, was the last to make 
@ permanent settlement and comply with the other 
conditions of the grant. 

In the fall of the year 1750, the first permanent 
setilement was commenced, and William Han- 
cock, John Elden, Samuel Merrill, Timothy Hazel- 
tine, Job Roberts, John Wilson, Joseph Joshua 
Woodman and John Nason, with their families, 
moved into the town. Mr. Hancock was from 
Londonderry, Ireland; he first went to Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire, thence to Buxton. He 
settled on the right of the road leading from the 
Congregational meeting-house to Salmon Falls, 
He was a respectable man, died in the meridian of 
life, and has left descendants in the town. He 
took the first newspaper that came into the town, 
which was printed in Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire. Samuel Merrill was from Salisbury, Massa. 
chusetts, of a respectable family, was frequently a 
selectman of the town and a Lieutenant at the 
battle of Banker's Hill, in the company command- 
ed by Jeremiah Hill, Esquire, the late collector of 
the Port of Biddeford and Saco. He settled within 
a quarter of a mile of the Salmon Falls, on the 
road leading to Saco, which was then and long af- 
ter known as the ‘‘eight rod road.”’ His de- 
scendants are numerous in the town. He died in 
1822, aged 93 years. 

Timothy Hazeltine was from Bradford, Massa- 
chusetts, and settled within a few rods of the 
meeting-house. As deacon of the church from its 
first organization in 1763 till his death; he was 
desirous to have it believed that he had more 
spiritual discernment than his minister; and in 
this he resembled many who have held that good 
office. He died at the age of 70 years. John El- 
den and Job Roberts were from Saco, and settled on 
the same road with Mr. Merrill. John Elden was 
an active and enterprising man, commanded a com- 
pany at the siege of Boston, with reputation. His 
descendants are numerous in the town and have 
been handsomely noticed by their fellow-townsmen 
from its first settlement. Joseph and Joshua 
Woodman were brothers, from Newbury, Massa- 
chusetts. They settled below Salmon Falls, near 
to Pleasant Point. They were both leading men 
among the first settlers, and both lived to old age. 
John Wilson continued but a short time in the 
town, and little is known of him but that he set- 
tled on the Beach Plain Road, near where the 
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late Jacob Bradbury, Esquire, resided, and on the 
direct road from the meeting-house to Saco. The 
first settlers established themselves in the lower 
rt of the town, not because the soil was more 
roductive, but because Saco was their only mar- 
et, and because it placed them in the vicinity and 
under the protection of the fort, situated on the 
river, in the town of Hollie, two miles below the 
Salmon Falls, fr many years commanded by Cap- 
tain Thomas Bradbury ; and because the convey- 
ance and travel for many years by water was much 
easier than by land, as good roads at that time 
were not made in a day or year. 

In 1752, there appears to have been consider- 
able addition to the settlers; for the names of 
Samuel Rolfe, Benjamin and John Dunnell, David 
Martin, John Brooks, Ephraim and John Sands, 
Thomas and Jacob Bradbury, Samuel, Joseph and 
Daniel Leavitt, Benjamin —— ; ichack 
Woodsum, Richard Clay, John Redlon and Isaiah 
Brooks are found among them. It is a singular 
fact, that when this town was granted and assign- 
ed, more than one half of those to whom it was 
assigned, and who were in the Narragansett Fight, 
fifty-eight years before, were living. There are 
at this time the descendants of only three of the 
original grantees residing in the town, Appleton 
from Ipswich and Llobson from Rowley aa Mar- 
tin from Both of these names have 
been and now are among the most respectable 
citizens of the town. Rebecca Woodman, daugh- 
ter of Captain Joseph Woodman, was the first 
ehild born in the town: in the year 1751. She 
married Lieutenant Moses Atkinson. 

From the year 1750 to 1761, the settlers were 
generally supplied with preaching at the expense 
of the Proprietors. The Reverend Joshua ‘Tufts 
continued with them two years as their religious 
teacber. After him a Mr. Thompson, and early 
in 1761, the late Dr. Coffin commenced preaching 
to the settlers, and was ordained March sixteenth, 
1763. The only clergymen present on this occa- 
sion were Messrs. Little and Hemmenway of 
Wells, and Morrill and Fairfield of Biddeford and 
Saco, Others were invited, but were prevented 
from attending by the unusual depth of snow on 
the ground. Those who did attend travelled on 
snow-shoes. Messrs. Little and Hlemmenway, with 
their delegates and other gentlemen, in attempting 
to travel in the directest course from Kennebunk, 
through what is now Lyman and Hollis, to the 
Block House at Union Falls, passed so far to the 
left of the direct course as to prevent their reach- 
ing Saco river the first day. They remained one 
night in the woods and sufferod considerable in- 
eonvenience from want of food and the inclemency 
of the weather. On this occasion Mr. Little,a 
brother-in-law of the pastor elect, preached. Mr. 
Morrill gave the charge and Mr. (afterwards Dr.) 
Hemmenway gave the right hand of fellowship. 
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At the same time was organized a chureh, consist- 
ing of the following persons: John Nason, Timo- 
thy Hazeltine, Thomas Bradbury, Richard Clay, 
Humphrey Atkinson, Jacob Bradbury and Samuel 
Leavitt. Tbe two first named were elected dea- 
cons, Mr. Coffin was supported by the Proprie- 
tors of the township, till the same was incorporat- 
ed as a town in 1772. He continued the religious 
teacher of this people from his first coming among 
them, more than sixty years. He died June sixth, 
1821, aged eighty-four. He was a good scholar 
and learned divine, and possessed that simplicity 
yet dignity of manners and kindness of heart 
which secured for him the love and respect of all 
who knew him. 

The Reverend Levi Loring was ordained his 
colleague in 1817, and sueceeded him in the min- 
istry. There are organized societies of Baptists 
and Methodists in the town. A Freewill or general 
Baptist Society who worship at Moderation, in the 
north west part of the town, is respectable for 
numbers, property and character. Elder Builey 
is their present respectable teacher. The first 
schoolmaster employed by the settlers was the late 
Reverend Silas Moody of Kennebunk Port, who 
commenced his school in the winter of 1761-2. 
Those who received the benefit of bis instruction 
have uniformly borne the highest testimony to his 
ability and fidelity as a teacher, and considered it 
sufficient praise to bestow on the most eminent 
ot his suecessors, that he came next to ** Parson 
Moody.” In after life, as a clergyman, his purity 
of character and integrity of intention have rarely 
been surpassed among his brethren in the minie- 
t 


ry. 
The inhabitants of Buxton, although a frontier 


French or seven years war from 
by the Indians, 


town durin 
1754 to 1761, were never moles 
and were only once alarmed by the discovery of 
one or two Indians crossing the path near the 
garrison, which was annexed to the house of Cap- 
tain Joseph Woodman. What number of Indians 
were in the neighborhood at this time or what was 
their design or object has never been known. This 
alarm, as was natural, brought all the inhabitants 
to the garrison, who were aided and assisted on 
the occasion by the coolness and decision of Lieut- 
tenant Samuel Merrill. In the war of Indepen- 
dence the people of this town were all zealous 
whigs or high sons of liberty, and supplied the 
Continental army with more soldiers than an 

other town of its population in the Commonwealt 

of Massachusetts, as has frequently been stated by 
a gentleman who was either in the Legislature of 
Massavhusetts or the Congress of the Confedera- 
tion during that war. . There were three Captains 
and two subaltern officers on the Continental es- 
tablishment from this town, beside a number of 
militia officers who were occasionally called into 
service. The first town meeting was held on the 
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twenty-fourth day of May, 1773, when John 
Hopkinson was chosen moderator ; John Nason, 
town clerk; Samuel Merrill, John Kimball, and 
John Smith, selectmen, and John Kimball, town 
treasurer. Deacon Nason was annually re-elected 
town clerk till the year 1780, when he remuved to 
Limington. His cotemporaries uniformly spoke 
kighty of him for his integrity, respectable abili- 
ties and unsullied christian character. In the 
year 1782, for the first time, the town elected Ja- 
cob Bradbury, Esquire, their representative. He 
was elected a delegate to the Convention in 178%, 
to assent to and ratify or reject the Federal Con- 
stitution. He gave that instrument his full and 
hearty consent. A large majority of his constit- 
vents bei toit, his popularity fora 
short time was affected. He was frequently elect- 
ed their representative afterwards, and very uni- 
formly employed in town affairs, although differ- 
ing politically from a large majority of the town. 
He was personally beloved and respected. in the 
year 1824, a email part of the upper section of 


the town, with eight or ten families on the same,’ 


were annexed to the town of Standish. Exce 
this alteration, the limits of the town remain the 
same as when first granted and assigned. 


XII.—TRAIN SOLDIERS IN SOMERSWORTH, 
NEW HAMPSHIRE, IN 1740. 
[From the New Hampshire Archives.} 

July <A True List of all The Train Soaldiers 
23: 1740 In the Parish of Sumersworth Und" 
Com‘ of Tho* Wallingford Capt are as followeth 
(Viz 

Seyi John Ricker Serj‘ Philip Stackpole Serj' 
Thomas Tebbets Serj‘ William Wentworth Corpo 
Ebenezer Garland Corp? Samuel Joanes Cor 
Samuel Randall Thomas Steuens Richard Goolin 
Semuel Downs Drum™ Eben" Wentworth Joseph. 
Wentworth John Mason Joseph Hussey John Hall 
Daniel Gvodin Samuel Hall James Hall Benj* 
Wentworth Ephriaim Rickers Meturin Rickers 
Abram Mimmey Samuel Nock Eleaz* Wyer Henry 
Nock Thomas Tebbets jun’ Benj* Twombly Ezeilsil 
Wentworth Eben’ Roberts Thomas Wentworth 
George Rickers Sen" James Kiney Ruhert Cole 
Benja: Stanton James Clements Moses Tebbets 
Sam" Wentworth John Vicker John Lebrock Sam- 
uel Austin Benja Austin Edward Eliot George 
Rickers jan’ Samuel Wentworth jun Jonathan 
Wentworth jun" Nath" Nock Jonathan Merrow 
Eben’: Hearl John Wentworth Hatevil Roberts 
William Hanson Benja Roberte Lemuel Perkins 
Diisco Nock William Stackpole James Foy Joseph 
Varney jun’ Elipha‘ Cromwel Daniel Smith Metu- 
rin Ricker Mark Leualle* Benja Heard James 
Stackpole John Calland Isaac Hanson Daniel Han- 


“*These names are crossed in the original, W.F. G. 
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son Richard Philpott John Sulevant Sam" Allien 
Edward Allien John Muzeet Samuel ‘Vaymouth 
James Nock Loue Roberts jun" Ichabod Rawlins 
Eben* Downs jun" John Rickers jun" Joshua Rob- 
erts Terah Sprages Daniel Libbee Neal Vickers 
Dodepher Garland Richard Goodin jun" Benja 
Warren Samuel Roberts Francis Roberts Sam" 
Downs jun" Sam" Jones jun" Joseph Hussey jun" 
Eben" Roberts jun* John Clement Jur Jobn forall 
Thomas .Westgutt* Zebu": Coason Elipha’ Ran- 
dall Oatis Keney* Marke Wentworth Joseph 
Richerdson Tristeram Head William Chadwick 
William Downs Peter Cooke John Downs Wil- 
liam Childs* Noah Cross 
A True List as Atest* per me 
Total 101 


XIlU.—PETITION OF SUNDRY PERSONS IN 
SOMERSWORTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE, IN 
1748, FOR GRANT OF TOWN PRIVILEGES. 

|From the New Hampshire Archives.] 


To his ome eta Benning Wentworth Esq’. 
Captain General and Commander in Chief in and 
over His Majesties Province of New Hampsbire in 
New England and to the Honourable his Majesties 
Council and the Honouble the House of Repre- 
sentatives fur the Province afores* in General As- 
sembly Convened— 

The Humble Petition of the Freeholders & In- 
habitants of the Parish of Summersworth within 
the s* Province Humbly Sheweth that the s* Parish 
being Sett of a Seperate Parish By an Act of the 
General Assembly made and in the third 
— of his Present Majesties Reign whereby the 

nhabitants of s* Parish are Invested with all the 
powers and priviledges of a Parish as to maintain 
an Orthodox Gospel Minister their poore and 
Schoole and to Choose all Parish officers, now the 
Growing Charge of maintaining the minister poore 
and Schevle and other necessary charges Arising 
Insomuch that the Rates for this present ‘Year are 
Six shillings & Eight pence on the head or four 
pence per pound in the new fenor which makes 
the taxes very high and our Numbers being small 
also the Land not taken up is so mean -that there 
is but little probability of our Numbers ‘Increas- 
ing as also that when we have chosen a Collector 
to Gather the Parish Assessments & he having 
Served in that troublesome office hath ‘been Re 
Chosen by the Town of Dover as Constable which 
office he hath been obliged to Scrve in or otherwise 
to pay his fine and also if any person ‘that was 
Chosen by*s* Parish as Collector and Refused 
to Serve there was no. Law to compel him to 
pay his fine Wherefore to Remedy the 
above Grievances Your Humble Petitioners Hum- 
bly Pray that Your Excellency and Honours 
would be pleased By an Act of Genera] Assembly 
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to Invest us with the Priviledges and powers of a 
Town, and a Small matter to Enlarge our Boun- 
daries according or near our first Petition Viz‘ to 
Begin at a place in Quochecho River called the 
Gulf and from thence on a Straight Line to the 
Southern side of Varneys Great Hill and from 
thence to Run on a North west point of the com- 
ss to the end of the Township and Your petit- 
joners as in Duty Bound shall ever pray 
Dover May 19" 1743 
Paul Wentworth Gershom Wentworth William 
Wentworth Moses Steuens Thomas Miller Sam“ 
Randal Ezekiel Wentworth John Wentworth Loue 
Roberts Philip Yetten Loue Roberts Joseph Ricker 
John Ricker Samuel Wentworth Jeremiah Raw- 
lings James Clement John Sullivan Ephraim 
Wentworth Garsham Dowens John Downs John 
Robertes Daniel Smith Ebenezer Robearts alexan- 
der Roberts Richard Downs Silvanus Nock Samuel 
Nock Benja Wamyorth Daniel Goodin James 
Hobbs Richard Goodin Jonathan merrow Daniel 
Plumer Benja mason John mason John Drew 
Moses Carr Thomas Nock nathaniel Nock Benj* 
Twombly John Recker Nathaniel Ricker Phinias 
Ricker Sam' Warren Joshua Stacpole george 
Ricker William Stacpole Joseph Wentworth Sam- 
uel Stacpele Joshua Robards juner Philip Stacpole 
Samuel Downs 
In the House of Representatives December the 
first 1743 the Within Petition read—and Voted 
That the Petitioners at their Cost Serve the Select 
men of Dover with a Coppy of the Petition and 
Votes thereon, and that they cancers before the 
Gen ass" y’ 2° day of Jan’ next if the ass™ be y" 
Sitting if net the third day of the Sitting ot the 
Gen' ass” at their next Sessions, to Shew Cause (if 
any) why the Prayer of the Petition may not be 
granted 
James Jeffry Ol* ass™ 
In Council December 3 1743 
read & Concurr* 
Theod Atkinson Sec’ry, 
Eodem Die—Assented to 
B Wentworth 


—— 


XIV.—SOME OF THE DESCENDANTS OF 
CAPTAIN THOMAS BRADBURY, THE EM- 
IGRANT, THROUGH HIS SON, WILLIAM. 
Wymond, son of William Bradbury, who died 

in 1622, married Elizabeth, widow of Francis Gill, 

and daughter of William Whit;ift, of Essex Coun- 
wy England, by whom he had William, Thomas, 
ane and Ann. Thomas was born at Wicken Bo- 


nant, Eesex County, England, im 1610, and came 


to America as agent for Sir Ferdinando Gorges, as 
early as 1634. In 1636, he settled in Salisbury, 
Massachusetts, and married Mary, daughter of 


Joha Perkins, by whom he bad Wymond, married| New Hampshire, Oc’ 
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Sarah Pike; Judith, married Caleb Moody ; 
Thomas; Mary, married John Stanyan, of Hamp- 
ton, New Hampshire ; Jane, married Henry True; 
Jacob, died in 1669, at Barbadoes ; William, mar- 
ried Mrs. Rebecca Maverick, widow of Samuel 
Maverick, jr., son of the King’s Commissioner, 
and daugliter of the Rev. John Wheelwright ; 
Elizabeth, married John Buss; John; Ann, and 
Jabez. 

William was born in 1649, married Mre. Mav- 
erick, March twelfth, 1671-2, by whom he had 
three sons, William, born in 1672, married Sarah 
Catton; Thomas, born in 1674, married, first, 
Jemima True, October thirtieth, 1700, who .died 
December fifth, 1700, and secondly, Mary : 
and Jacob, born in 1677, married Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of John Storkman and his wife, Mrs. Sarah 
Bradbury, nee Pike, widow of Wymond Bradbury, 
These three sons and their half-sister, Mary Mav- 
erick, received, by the Will of their grandfather, 
Rev. Jobn Wheelwright, a portion of his estate in 
Seat, England, as well as that in New Eng- 
land. 

William and his wife, Sarah Cotton, had Samuel 
and , twins, bornin 3698; William : John; 
James, born in 1701, married Elizabeth Sanders, 
June sixteenth, 1726; Kebecca, born in 1702; 
Jacob, born in 1704; Joanna, born in 1706; 
Mary, born in 1708; Sarah, born in 1710; Crisp, 
born in 1712, married Mary ; Benjamin, 
born in 1714, married March twenty-eighth, 1749, 
Jemima True, and Barnabas, born in 1716. 

James patney and his wife, Elizabeth Sanders 
had James; Ruth; Elizabeth; Samuel; Sarah ; 
Sanders, born 1748, married Sarah: Colby ; Eliza- 
beth ; and Sarah. 

Sanders Bradbury enlisted April fifteenth, 1777, 
at Nottingham West, (now Hudson, New Hamp- 
shire,), for three poo Captain Emerson’s Com- 

ny, in Colonel Qilley’s Regiment. He was a 
Rowe in 1778, thirty years of age, and five 
feet and nine inches in height. Kidder, in his 
‘+ Historg of the First New: Hampshire Regiment,” 
says he was discha November fifteenth, 1779. 
He died from the effect of a wound received in the 
melee on Long Island, and was buried at White 
Plains, New York. His wife, Sarah, was paid by 
the State ‘- £41, 8, 3, depreciation,’’ March twen- 
ty-second, 1781. His oldest. son, Daniel, enlisted 

pril sixth, 1781, for three years or during the 
war, in Colonel Reed’s Second New Hampshire 
Regiment. There was a Jacob Bradbury, enlisted 
April twenty-third, 1775, in Captain Samuel Rich- 
ard’s Company, in Colonel Stark’s Regiment, and 
served three months and sixteen days ; perhaps he 
was a brother to Sanders. 

Sanders Bradbury and his wife, Sarah Colby, 
had James, born April twentieth, 1768, married 
Catharine Conant, April, 1795, died in Hollis, 

taber fourteenth, 1811; Ab- 





ner, born March fourth, 1770 ; Molly, born Janu- 
Betsey, born February twon- 


ary thirtieth, 1771 ; 
Amd 1773; Jacob, born June ninth, 1775; 

illiam, born December sixth, 1776; Joseph, 
born December fifth, 1778, married, January twen- 
ty-ninth, 1804, Hannah Putnam, died in Wood- 
stock, Vermont, April ninth, 1832 ; Daniel; Nan- 


cy, and Sally. 

James Bradbury and his wife, Catharine Conant, 
settled in Hollis, New Hampshire, and bad James, 
born January fourth, 1796 ; married Louisa Ayers, 
January fourteenth, 1835, died in Quincy, Massa- 
chusetts, Decembor fifth, 1837; Catherine, born 
March twenty-fifth, 17983 William Sanders, born 
February fourteenth, 1800, married Elizabeth Em- 
erson, October eleventh, 1824, and is now a mer- 
chant in Lawrence, Massachusetts ; Charles, born 
July fourth, 1802, married Mary Worcester, in 
1827, died at Oxford, Connecticut, January six- 
teenth, 1830; Elizabeth, born September eigh- 
teenth, 1804, married Francis Caverly, November 
eeventh, 1841, now resides at Morrisania, New 
York ; Samuel Fox, born December twenty-fifth, 
1806, married Mary Ann Leathe, June fourteenth, 
1836, died February ninth, 1842, in Boston; Jo- 
siah Conant, born February twenty-first, 1809, 
married Almira Hemenway, November twenty- 
seventh, 1834, and resides in Charlestown, Massa- 
chusetts ; and Mary Ann, born May seventeenth, 
aoa These were all born in Hollis, New Hamp- 
shire. 

William Sanders Bradbury and his wife, Eliza- 
beth Emerson, had Elizabeth Emerson, born at 
Westminster, Massachusetts, August eighteenth, 
1826, married Amos D. Nourse, April eleventh, 
1848 ; William Frothingham, born May seven- 
teenth, 1829, married rgaret Jones, August 
twenty-seventh, 1857, now a teacher in Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts; Edward Emerson, born 
February seventh, 1832, delivered the Latin Salu- 
tatory Oration, at Commencement, at Ambherst 
College, in 1856, when he graduated, married Sa- 
rah Jane Sykes, November twenty-seventh, 1856, 
now a Counsellor and Attorney at Law in New 
York City ; Charles Fletcher, born April tenth, 
1836, died December ninth, 1854; Esther Caro- 
line, born June twenty-fourth, 1839, now a teach- 
er at Benicia, California ; Charlotte Ann, born 
March a nat 1844, eT oe Au- 

as nm, A t twenty-third, 1864, now a 
arate = Benicia Califoraia. Sine 

Crisp and uis wife, Mary , Settled in York, 
Maine ; then in Biddeford, Maine; then in New- 
bury, Massachusetts, where he died in 1753. 
Their children were John, born in 1738 ; Mary, 
born in 1740, married Samuel Noyes, of Newbury- 

rt; Sarah, borm in 1744: El h, married 

Nelson; Ruth, James, and Hannah. 


jamin and his wife, Jemima True, settied*in 
itew theaseaen; Maine ; their children were’ Sa- 
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rah, born in 1750, married Nathaniel Osgood ; Ja- 
bez, born in 1752; Elizabeth, borti in 1755; Wil- 
liam, born in 1757, married Hannah Tufts; and 
Rebecca, born in 1760, married William Haskell. 

William Bradbury and his wife, Hannah ‘Tufts, 
had Hannah, born in 1781, married Dr. William 
Bridgbam ; William, born in 1783, married Sarah 
Merrill ; John, horn in 1786, married Sally Tufts; 
Jabez, born in 1789; Benjamin, born in 1792; 
and Osgood, born in 1798, married Mary M. Dins- 
more. 

Thomas had no children by his first wife, Jemi- 
ma True; by his second wife, Mary he 
had Jemima, born January we Sm, 1703-4 ; 
a daughter, born in 1707, and perhaps others. He 
died March tenth, 1718-19: She died June fif- 
teenth, 1723. 

Jacob Bradbury and his wife, Elizabeth Stork- 
man, had Thomas, born in 1699, married Sarah 
Merrill in 1724; Ann, born in 1701; Ann, born 
in 1702, married, in 1721, William True; Eliza- 
beth, born February 1705-6, married John Stevens; 
Dorothy, born in 1708 ; Jacob, born October sixth, 
1710, married, December eighteenth, 1733, Abi- 

il Eaton ; Sarah, born in 1713, married, in 1730, 

lisha Allen ; Moses, born in 1715, married, De- 
cember twenty-eighth, 1737, Abigail Fogg; and 
Jane, baptized August thirty-first. 1718, a posthu- 
mus child, provided for in the Will of her father, 
who died May fourth, 1718. 

Captain Thomas Bradbury and his wife, Sarah 
Merrill, had Samuel, born in 1724; Elizabeth, 
bern in 1727, married, in 1747, Samuel Merrill, 
her cousin ; Jacob, baptized in Salisbury, Septem- 
ber fifteenth, 1728, married Abigail Cole of Bid- 
deford, Maine, died in Limerick, Maine, in 1801; 
Moses, born in February, 1730-31, married Mary 
Page ; Samuel, born in 1733; Thomas, born in 
January, 1735-6, married, in 1762, Ruth Page, 
and died November ninth, 1803, in Buxton, Maine; 
William, born in 1738, married, in 1765, Susanna 
Hopkinson, and lived and died in Buxton, on the 
farm now owned and occupied by Mr. William 
Scribner; Sarah, born in 1739, married, in 1763, 
Joseph Leavitt of Buxton; May nineteenth, 
1744-5, Mary, daughter of Thomas Bradbury, was 
baptized in Salisbury, Massachusetts, by Rev. Ca- 
leb Cushing, and November fifth, 1767. Samuel 
Sands.and Mary Bradbury, both of Narragansett 
Number One, (now Buxton, Maine,) were mar- 
ried ; Benjamin, baptized in Biddeford, in April, 
1744, resided near Bog-Mills, in Buxton, but 
moved to Ohio, in about 1800, and settled near 
Cincinnati; Mercy, baptized in Biddeford, in Feb« 
ruary, 1746, married m 1771, John Appleton of 
Buxton; and Jabez, baptized in Biddeford, in 
May, 1749. These three last are called, on the 
Biddeford Church records, children of Captain 
Phomas and “Abigail” Bradbuty. Captain 
Thomes Bradbury’s wife was Sarah Merrill, and 
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his brother Jacob’s wife was Abigail Eaton. They 
were both married in Salisbury, Massachusetts, 
where they were born. April twenty-second, 
1744, they each had a son baptized in Biddeford, 
Maine, Benjamin, son of Captain ‘'homas, and Ja- 
cob, (my great-grandfather ; see Historica, Mac- 
azine, November, 1869, page 259, note,) son of 
Jaceb. When these two baptisms were recorded, 
Abigail was called the wife of Captain Thomas, 
aud Sarah, the wife of Jacob, and the error was 
continued in the record when .the other children 
were baptized. Captain Thomas Bradbury had 
eommand of the ** Block House,’’ or Fort, on Saco 
river, in Hollis, Maine, in 1748 and 1749. His 
two sons, Jacob and Moses, were in his Company; 
also his brother, Jacob, his son-in-law, Samuel 
Merrill, and brother-in-law, Elisha Allen. 
close of the war, hemoved from Biddeford to Bux- 
ton, at the early settlement of the township, and 
settled on the farm his son William afterwards re- 
sided on. He died about 1775. 

Jacob Bradbury and his wife, Abigail Cole, had 
Aana, baptized June twenty-first, 1752, married 
Thomas Gilpatrick, jr., August twenty-first, 1777; 
John, baptized May eighteenth, 1753, married 

Page of Conway, New Hampshife, died in 
Limsrick, Maine, May fourth, 1837; Ammi R., 
baptized July twenty-firet, 1754; Betty, baptized 
May ninth, 1756, married Gile Follett in 1787 ; 
Lucy, baptized April thirtieth, 1758, married 
Thomas Parsons of Parsonsfield, Maine; Abigail, 
baptized May thirteenth, 1759, married Jere 
of Fryeburg, Maine ; Eunice, baptized November 
sixteenth, 1760, married Reuben Hill, February 
twenty ninth, 1788, died in Limerick, in 1807; 
Ammi R., baptized March twenty-first, 1762; 
Esther, taptized August twenty-sixth, 1764, mar- 
ried Thomas Lord of Freedom, New Hampshire ; 
Sarah, baptized May fifth, 1765, married Robert 
Page of Sapbang, aine ; Rebecca, baptised Sep- 
tember twenty-first, 1766, married in 1790, Phin- 
eas Colcord ; Jacob, baptized February fourth, 
1769, married Jane Piper, May first, 1793, died in 
Parsonsfield, Maine, May fourth, 1837; Molly, 
baptized April nineteenth, 1772, married, Febru- 
ary fourth, 1807, Joshua Hutchinson of Buxton, 
=: Thomas, baptized June eighteenth, 1775, 
married Webster. The above fourteen 
children were baptized in BidJeford, Maine. 
There were also Joseph, married Betsey Severns ; 
Charles ; Susan, married Harvey of Bux- 
ton ; Olive ; and two others making in all twenty. 
The six last were probably born in Limerick, 
Maine, where their father, Jacob Bradbury, sen- 
ior, settled in about.1780. He was the first Dea- 
on of the Church in that town. He and his 
brother, Moses, received, in 1771, from their fath- 


Geevh's island,”’ in Biddeford. Moses did an ex- 
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tensive lumber business in Biddeford, in 1793-98, 
in company with his son, Samuel. He owneda 
saw-mill and a fulling and carding-mill, on Gooch’s 
Island. He was killed while driving logs on Lit- 
tle Ossipee river, in Limerick. Moses had seven 
children, viz: Samuel, married Abigail Cleaves ; 
Moses, married Joanna Hill; Ruth, married, first, 

Foster, second, Stephen Woodman of Bux- 
ton; Abigail, married Captain Noah Hooper ; Ne- 
hemiah, married, first, Elizabeth Cole, second, 
Mrs. Molly Hooper, nee Lunt; Molly, married 
Nathaniel Foss; and Sally, married Samuel Mer- 
rill. 

Jacob Bradbury, Who married Abigail Eaton, 
moved from Biddeford to Buxton about the time 
hie brother, Captain Thomas, did. He died in 
1797. His children were Joseph, born in 1734; 
Voses, born in 1736, killed in the French and 1n- 
dian War; Jacob, born in 1737; Elizabeth, 
born in 1738, married in 1764, Stephen Palmer 
of Buxton, Maine; Abigail, born in 1741, mar- 
ried, in 1763, Daniel Leavitt of Buxton; Jacob, 
baptized in Biddeford, Maine, April twenty- 
second, 1744, married first Mary Goodwin; sec- 
ond, Mrs.. Catharine Morris, nee Simonton; 
Hannah, baptized in 1746, married Joshua Heirl 
(Earl) of Berwick, Maine, who subsequently 
settled in Hollis, Maine; Joseph, baptized in 
1748, married, in 1774, Patience, daughter of 
John Goodwin of Kennebunk-port, Maine, a na- 
tive of Berwick; Sarah, baptized in 1750, mar- 


ge|ried, in 1770. John Owen of Buxton ; Jabez, 


baptized in 1752, married first Sarah Atkinson in 
1774; second, Mrs. Mary Billings, nee Cutts, in 
1807, widow of Enoch Billings of Buxton ; Mary, 
baptized in 1754, married in 1773 Samuel Beard 
of Searboro’, Maine; Elijah, baptized in 1757, 
married in 1779 Sarah Lane; Miriam, baptized 
in 1758, married in 1780 Brice Boothby of Bux- 
ton; and Wintrop, baptized in 1761. The last 
nine were baptized in Biddeford, and probably 
born there; the other five were born in Salisbury, 
Mar achusetis. There was a Wintrop, baptized 
in Narraganset, Number One, October ninth, 
1763, married in 1785 Susanna Hazeltine. 

The other brother, Moses, who married Abigail 
Fogg, settled in North Yarmouth, Maine, and 
helt dene, born in 1738, married Captain Wil- 
liam Harris of New Glocester, Maine; Jacob, 
born in 1740; Hannah, born in 1742; Benjamin, 
born in 1745, married, April, twenty-third, 1766, 
Eleanor Fellows ; Enos, born in 1748; Sarah, 
born in 1751, married David Dinsmore of Minot, 
Maine ; Moses, born in 1755, married Eunice 
Millet; Samuel; Naomi, manied ——— Brown 
of Leeds of Green, Maine; and Abigail, married 
in 1782 Deacon Isaac Allen of Minot, Maine. 

Benjamin Bradbury and his. w'fe, El: qnor Fel- 
lows, bad. Hannah, bora in North Yarmouth, 
Maine, July nineteenth, 1766, married Samuel 
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Freeman, October tenth, 1784, died at Auburn, 
Maine, November seventh, 1851; Joseph, born 
May tenth, 1768, married Tabitha Cotcon, October 
tenth, 1778, died in Norway, Maine, April fourth, 
1836; Abigail, born August twentieth, 1771, mar- 
ried Wiswell Seabury, may nineteenth, 1797, died 
in Auburn, November sixth, 1849; Benjamin, 
born April tenth, 1775, married, first, Anna Her- 
sey, November twentieth, 1798, second, Arseneth 
Wheeler, October twentieth, 1839, died in Au- 
burn, May ninth, 1840; Samuel, born in New 
Gloucester, Maine, December fourth, 1777, mar- 
ried Jane Guerney, March fifteenth, 1802, died in 
Auburn, September sixteenth, 1842; Polly, born 
December twenty-fourth, 1780, married Josiah 
Berry, June twentieth, 1801, died in Minot, Maine, 
September sixth, 1820; Eleanor, born in Minot, 
July fifteenth, 1782, married Wilber Caswelll, 
July seventh, 1803, died in Auburn, in 1868 ; Da- 
vid, born May third, 1785, married, first, Polly 
Robertson, November seventh, 1806, second, Sally 
Vickery, May twenty-ninth, 1816, died in Minot, 
April seventeenth, 1838 ; Bethala, born July tenth, 
1887, married William Tuck, April twenty-first, 
1856, living in Auburn in 1868 ; and Jacob, born 
March tenth, 1789, married, first, Sally Chamber- 
lain, October third, 1810, second, Polly Chamber- 
lain, November sixth, 1819, died in Auburn, No- 
vembeo, twentieth, 1866. 


* Moses Bradbury and bis wife, Eunice Millet, 
had Deborah, born January sixth, 1782, married 
Deacon Benjamin Herring ; Charles, born May 
fourth, 1783, married Polly Uhase, died in Anson, 
Maine ; Moses, born October twenty-eighth, 1784, 
died in Foxcraft, Maine, April thirteenth, 1813 ; 
John, born August fifteenth, 1786, married Ale- 
thea Hersey, was a merchant in Bangor, Maine, 
where he died; Eunice, born June ninth, 1788, 
married Samuel Hersey, died in Sumner, Maine, 
May fifth, 1830; Sarah, born October, 1790, mar- 
ried Benjamin Hersey, died in Foxcraft; Mary, 
born July fifth, 1792, was the second wife of Sam- 
uel Hersey, died in Sumner, November fifteenth, 
1859; Hannah, born May eighteenth, 1794, died 
in Reresys Maine, May thirtieth, 1815; Enos, 
born April ninth, 1796, married, first, Lucy At- 
kinson, second, Mary Howard, died in Minot, 
December third, 1842; Nathaniel, born March 
tenth, 1798, married Nancy P. Mitchell, died in 
Foxcraft, March sixteenth, 1827; Joanna, born 
March twenty: seventh, 1800 ; Hiram, born April 
twenty-fourth, 1804, married Nancy Washburn, 
May 1830. These were all born in Minot. 
Joseph Bradbury and his wife, Tabitha Cotton, 
had Charles A. born in New Gloucester, Maine, 
July nineteenth 1789, married Mary S. True, Feb- 
ruary twenty-eighth, 1812; Sophia, born Novem- 
ber sixth, 1790, married Amos Young, Setember 
twelfth, 1815; Ruth, born August twenty-ninth, 
1792, married Joseph Stevens, October fifteenth, 
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1817; Eleanor, born in Poland, Maine, April 
twenty-first, 1795, married Asa Packard, Novem- 
ber eighteenth, 1820; Betsey, born April eleventh, 
1797, died June twenty-third, 1798 ; Jacob, born 
June twenty-fifth, 1799, married Sally King Rip- 
ley, January first, 1822; Nathan A. born June 
twentieth, 1801, married Eliza Millet, October 
fifteenth, 1827, physician in Sweden, Maino ; Mo- 
ses, born July twelfth, 1803, married Hannah 
Knight, December eleventh, 1825 ; and Nathaniel 
M, born December eighteenth, 1806, married Ju- 
lia A. Fostor, October twenty-seventh, 1831. 

Jacob Bradbury and his wife, Sally King Rip- 
ley, had Sabina E, born in Norway, Maine, De- 
cember fifteenth, 1822, married William P. Ste- 
vens, February twenty-seventh, 1846; Matilda A, 
born September fifteenth, 1824, married William 
A. Marston, November twenty-fifth, 1847; Na- 
than Osgood, born October fourth, 1826, died De- 
cember twenty-fifth, 1828 ; Osgood Nathan, born 
October twenty-eighth, 1828, married Ellen R, 
Scribner, June thirteenth, 1852, physician in 
Springfield, Maine; oo A. M, born August 
twentieth, 1830, married Persis Ripley, February 
third, 1855; Harriet N, born July twelfth, 1832, 
married Willirm K. Ripley, March fourth, 1853 ; 
Sarah A, born October twenty-eighth, 1834, mar- 
ried Alden Woodbury, Mareh twenty-sixth 1854; 
Euphena J, born March tenth, 1837; Jacob F, 
born June tenth, 1839; Nelly F, born August 
twenty, 1841; James G. B, born January twenty- 
—_ , 1846; and Ida E. born September twelfth, 
1849. 


QUERIES, 


Can any one give me any information in regard 
to the fate ot the gallant Captain Bradbury, of 
the Confederate service, who invented the torpe- 
does used by the Confederates on the rivers, during 
the late war ? 

Information wanted in regard to the descend- 
ants of John Bradbury, who was at or near New- 
ark, New Jersey, in 1692. Also of John Brad- 
bury and his wife, Margaret ——-—— , who had 
licence to go from London, England, to Rotterdam, 
Holland, in 1630. 

Benjamin Bradbury moved from Buxton, Maine, 
to Ohio, in about 1800. Where are his descend- 
ants? 

John Minot, of Portland, Maine, married Je ni- 
ma Bradbury, in 1764. Where do their descend- 
ants reside? 

Noah Goodwin, of Somersworth, New Ham 
shire, married Mrs. Salome Laverdy of Berwick, 
Maine, May twentieth, 1779, and hada son, Ama- 
ziah, born February eighteenth 1780. Will some 
one give me information in regard to - q 





